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Innovation keeps ICOM ahead. 

At leom our leadership in CB is built on 

innovation. And once again, ICOM is first with · 

the latest, the IC~40GX. 

T he smallest handheld UHF CB and the 

first with built~ in SELCALL. 

N ow when you want one~to~one, 

uninterrupted 

communication, there's no 

need to go to the_ 

extra expense of 

retrofitting. 

The IC~40GX 

allows you to 

send or receive 

calls from a specific 

individual or group. 

Each unit is factory~ 

programmed with its own unique 

code and can monitor continuously, 

in quiet mode, until a selective call 

signal is received. 

- , 

Your emergency 
. services channel. 

It can be a life 
saver. 

Duplex operation for 
increased communication 
range using repeater 

stations. 

Open Scan/Group Scan 
facility with separate 
user programmable 
memory. 

Simple one touch scan 
function: start, stop, 
memorise. 

Feature after feature, ICOM puts you first. 

You can program your ten most frequently~called numbers for 

single button speed calling. You also get call~back 

acknowledgement 311.d Group Call to as m311.Yas 100 stations. 

You receive the calls that are specifically for you with no 

disturbing outside chatter. It makes UHF CB 

There's up to a full SW of output power with a Hi/Lo 

transmission switch to conserve power and a power save 

mode on receive. Plus a one touch Channel 5 emergency 

channel, and much more. 

Discover the innovative features, the clarity and perfonnance 

of the ICAOGX for yourself at your nearest leom dealer soon. simple and as convenient to use as a handphone. 

o 
ICOM 

- " . - GI-e-a-r-I-y-tt-A-h-e-e-El-

CALL FREE: 1800 338 915 290~294 Albert St Brunswick Victoria 3056 
Ph: (03) 9387 0666 Fax: (03) 9387 0022 A.C.N. 006092575 
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is the official publication of the 
Hang Gliding Federation of Australia 

and appears 6 times per year as a service 
to members. For non-members living in 

Australia the yearly subscription fee is 

A$55. Overseas subscription sent by 
Economy Air is A$70, by Airmail A$90. 

Cheques should be made payable to and 
sentta the HGFA (see page 48). 

Contributions are always needed. Articles, 

photographs and illustrations are all 

welcome although the editor and the 

HGFA Board reserve the right to edit or 
delete contributions where necessary. 

Articles of unknown origin will not be 

published. All contributions should be 

accompanied by the contributor's name, 

address and HGFA number for verification 

purposes. Neither the HGFA nor the editor 

assume responsibility for the material or 
. opinions presented in Skysailor. 

Copyright in Skysailor is vested in the 

HGFA. Copyright in articles and other 
contributions is vested in each of the 

authors in respect of their contribution. 

Skysailor Contributions 

Please send all articles, photos and ads to: 
Skysailor - Suzy Gneist 
PO Box 197 Helensburgh NSW 2508 
Phone & fax (042) 943732 (9am to 5pm) 
Email: skysail@ozemail.com.au 

http://www.ozemail.com.aurskysail/ 
All photos and materials will be returned 

after publication if a stamped, self 

addressed envelope is supplied. 

DEADLINE FOR JUNE ISSUE 

Deadline for articles is the 21st of April. 

6 weeks prior to publication. Deadline 

for classifieds, news, display ads is the 

1 st of May, 4 weeks prior to publication. 

Missing Magazines, Change of Address 

Please contact the HGFA office in Tumut 

on (069) 472888 for changes of address 

and mailing of missing magazines. 

Advertising Rates 

Classified ads are to be mailed, faxed or 

emailed to the editor and are free to 

financial members - please quote your 

membership number. Advertising rates 

and mechanical specifications are 

available on request. All ads to be paid 

prior to publication. Special typesetting 
incurs an extra cost. 

Please use classifieds form for bookings. 

Credits 

Cover: Triking at Benalla 

Photo: Tony Dennis 

Design: Suzy Gneist 

Film, Printing: NCP Printing, Newcastle 

Mailing: ContacMail, Newcastle 

The Hang Gliding Federation of Australia 
is a member of Federation Aeronautique 
Internationale (FAil through the Australian 
Sport Aviation Confederation (ASAC). 
The Hang Gliding Federation of Australia is 
assisted by the Australian Sports Commission. 

Radical! Courtesy of Custom Sail's TRX. 
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Firstly, the Stanwell Park Club regrets 
having made a mistake in the address of 
their Holsworthy letter. The club supplied 
the letter for the mailing house to copy and 
mail out without realising their_mistake. 
Please refer to my column in the last issue 
for the correct addresses (or see page 21). 
Some of our overseas visitors were also 
shocked by the Government's plans and we 
are thankful for support from all directions. 
Keep sending those letters! 
A plug for a Skysailor Training issue: 
For the June issue, I'm collecting articles 
and tips on all facets of our sports for all 
new and up-and-coming pilots. I'd appreciate 
the input of our experts in teaching, meteo
rology, thermalling, etc for this issue as well 
as the advertising support of all our manu
facturers, distributors and schools. If this 
issue is packed with all the "must-know" in
formation available, it can be handed out to 
all new pilots entering the sport throughout 
the year to help them get safely established. 
We have some great pilots and teachers in 
Australia and this is a good chance to give 
something back to the sport and reverse 
the decreasing membership trend. 
I look forward to receiving your input 
before the end of May. 
Safe Flying, 

~ I read Tomas' article, 'Hay Hell!', in the 
Feb/Mar Skysailor with pleasure. Wow, he can 
write as well as fly! Even Drew 'Old Man' 
Cooper can put some coherent words together 
to describe the excellent flying we all survived 
and enjoyed at Hay this year. 
The comp was an example of how well it can 
go for the organisers when the weather 
cooperates to keep us out in the paddock and 
in the air for as long as possible, and out of 
their hair. The one dark blot on the whole thing 
was the difficult day when the Meet Director 
got the tow direction wrong, resulting in many 
pilots being left in the paddock or risking death 
and injury by attempting to tow downwind. 
This day also showed the true colours of the 
Moyes camp. The Meet Director drove along 
the tow strips advising all pilots in the paddock 
that the aerotow tugs would come along each 
tow strip to give anyone who wanted an 
aerotow. As Drew put it 'Bill Moyes kindly 
went along with his tug to tow stragglers'. 
What Drew should have said was that 'Bill 
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Moyes kindly went along with his tug to tow 
Moyes stragglers'. What actually happened 
was that several pilots who had been trying 
valiantly all day in the heat and dust to get into 
the air were lured, by the prospect of a last 
desperate chance to compete with the world's 
best, to carry their gliders and gear 200m out 
into the paddock and wait patiently in full 
harness for a further hour. Then, if their 
chance came at all and the tug arrived, pilots 
who were flying non-Moyes gliders were · 
summarily ordered to the back of the line, even 
when they were on the dolly ready and 
waiting. Since it was already very late in the 
day and one of the two tugs had run out of 
fuel, this was effectively a refusal to tow 
legitimate competitors. Sure, Moyes did not 
have to offer to tow anyone outside their team, 
but having made the offer, it should have been 
made very clear from the beginning that a 
discrimination would be made as to who 
would be towed. We 'lesser mortals' could 
have packed up and gone home much earlier. 
In the spirit of good sportsmanship a generous 
offer of a free tow, or even a cheap tow, to ALL 
pilots would have done much to show 
Australians and Moyes in a good light in this 
international competition. Instead this incident 
has sullied the reputation of both. 

AJ Murray 

~ This season I made a pilgrimage from 
Britain 's bitter winter to enjoy some superb 
flying at Hay, Bogong and Forbes . . 
Before leaving Australia after the comps, I was 
lucky enough to be in Sydney on a southeast
erly day and had a most enjoyable flight as 
Stanwell Park turned on in perfect form. The 
flight was especially poignant for me, since I 
spent many of my early soaring days here 12 
years ago. It really did feel like coming home. 
Since my early days I have flown over a 1,000 
hours in 20 countries. But I've yetto find any
where that's even close to Stanwell's magic 
mix of qualities. 
Stanwell is frequently flyable, easily accessible 
and breathtakingly beautiful. Its geography can 
provide a challenge for every level of pilot. It's 
surely Australia's greatest hang gliding asset. 
So I was horrified to hear that Sydney's airport 
plans will probably mean that Stanwell Park 
will be lost fo[ ·ever. For this to happen will be 
a tragedy for our sport. How much influence . 
has Stanwell had on making Australia one of 
the world 's great hang gliding nations? How 
many pilots joined our sport after a fortuitous 

stop at the lookout on Bald Hill? 
Once these airport plans are approved, they 
will be unstoppable. Now is the only time an 
appeal is likely to make a difference and it 
needs to be a co-ordinated appeal. So please, 
pilots and HGFA, for the future of our sport, take 
up the gauntlet. Stanwell is far too precious to 
lose. Write to your MP. Co-ordinate with other 
pressure groups, stand in front of the bulldozers, 
even if it is a flyable day. 
I'll always remember Stanwell. 

Allan Barnes 

~ New Site Guide - A Risk to our Sites 
Publishing a comprehensive site guide from 
information volunteered by individuals who 
have merely visited or flown from these sites 
would be naive and irresponsible. 
It's a privilege and not a right to fly at hang 
gliding sites which, in many cases, are the 
result of hard work and dedication from a 
handful of locals enthusiasts, mainly to provide 
more flying options for the locals. Visiting pilots 
are always welcome provided they ask. 
The reason they need to ask is because many 
good sites are also fragile: To reach them, you 
often have to use someone's private road, the 
take-off and/or bomb-outs are privately owned 
and often prior permission has to be obtained. 
As time goes by, landowners may change and 
this knowledge is essential for fresh negotia
tions to keep access and sites open. Out of 
courtesy, regular visits to landowners are 
required to keep up to date with changes 
affecting the sites or just to say "G'day, we 
really appreciate your tolerance and value 
your friendship". 
In most cases landowners do not appreciate 
being descended upon en-mass by pilots, 
especially if they don't know any of them. 
However, a courtesy call to a known local pilot 
informing them that a few pilots will be flying is 
generally appreciated. 
The last official site guide was published about 
a decade ago. It contained all main sites on 
public land with public road access. A new 
site guide along these lines would cause no 
problems. The presently proposed site guide 
canvasses all known sites from anyone know
ing their whereabouts. If this is published, then 
anyone will have a map, and therefore access, 
to all sites to use at will. Not all pilots are 
responsible and there is no guarantee that the 
appropriate contacts and current information 
regarding the sites will be sought before fl1ing. 
This site guide would soon be out of date 



regarding current information and contacts. 
We'd all like the convenience of a site guide, 
but how often do you read notices in Skysailor 
such as 'Site closed', 'Landing site lost', 'Gate 
kept locked in future', etc. If there is to be a 
new site guide, then it is important the only 
persons allowed to give information regarding 
sites should be those authorised by the club 
overseeing those particular sites. 
The more ethical way is for each club to have 
its own site guide available on request to other 
clubs or visitors wishing to fly those sites. 
A list of all known sites could be available to 
all HGFA members with basic details of launch 
height, direction and contacts. I don't think it's 
right that information on a site at Manilla 
should be given by a Sydney pilot or sites 
developed by Illawarra HG Club described by 
Lower Blue Mountains Club members, etc. 
Please exercise some control here in order to 
safeguard our hard earned flying sites for the 
enjoyment of everybody in the future. 

Doug Joyce 

~ Please note that in my article "Batteries 
and Radios", the UHF wavelength was given 
as 62.9mm, but should have read 692mm or 
62.9cm. One 10th wavelength will work, but will 
be less efficient than the usual little rubber
duck style aerial. I blame my error on being a 
Porn, I still work in feet and inches. 

Mark Pugh 

~ In recent issues of Skysailor, two articles 
. have been featured regarding mounting radio 

aerials off the pilots body and onto the 
airframe. (Martyn Yeomans, July 96 & Mark 
Pugh December 96). Both contributors failed to 
address the issue of a ground plane, which is 
most important when transmitting a signal. 
The quality and direction of the signal relies on 
an efficient ground plane. Lack of one causes 
a build up of signal in the system (like turning 
the garden hose on full and placing your finger 
over the end), in the radio this "pressure" is 
taken by the final transistors within the 
transmission circuit of the radio, and to 
consistently overload these transistors will 
ev·entually cause them to blow. 
Recently, I was at Stanwell and had the 
opportunity to fly with Martyn Yeomans. I 
stayed around launch while he headed south 
towards Bulli. The radio I was using had an 
aerial attached and was mounted in my 
harness and on my chest, his was keel 
mounted, as described in his article. 

As thd distall;ce between us increased, my 
signal became very directional. When flying 
with my aerial laying horizontal and pointing in 
the direction he was, contact could not be 
made. However, if I turned 90Q and flew at right 
angles to him, communication was restored. 
Armed with a few copies of Skysailor, I went to 
visit Mobile One Communications whose 
factory is at Camden airport, to seek the best 
solution to the problem of how to attach an 
aerial to a hang glider in the best possible way 
for the least amount of money. 
Peter from Mobile One viewed various photos 
of hang gliders in Skysailor and advised me 
that any vertical metal within 3m of a 
transmitting aerial will have an adverse effect 
on the signal, therefore a keel mount was out 
due to the kingpost and lufflines. 
He thEm produced a flexible aerial that was 
just over 32cm in length, weighs about 80g, 
has a rated gain of 3db with an added benefit 
of being ground independent (the ground 
plane load is wound on the aerial at the base) 
and which will connect directly to the radio 
using the standard BNC connector. 
To fit this aerial to my glider I had him make up 
a length of coax to go from my radio, through 
the harness, up through the hang loops, 
through the sail and up the kingpost (about 3m 
in all). For convenience I had an additional 
bayonet connector fitted at the hang loops. 
To mountthe aerial, I braced the final 15cm of 
coax with a 6mm piece of dowel which acts as 
a mast. This is then attached to the top trailing 
side of the kingpost using adhesive backed 
velcro and cable ties. 
To protect the sail during transport, the exposed 
male BNC connector is protected by the king
post cover and a sleeve cut off an old sloppy 
joe protects the sharp edges of the cable ties. 
The beauty of this system is that the aerial is 
above all the rigging ensuring a good all round 
signal and the wiring is permanently wired in, 
both on the glider and in the harness. All that 
is required when hooking in, is to connect the 
bayonet fitting, and once you have landed and 
collapsed the glider, remove the aerial and 
connect it directly to the radio. 
The all up cost of the aerial and coax together 
with all BNC connectors was $40, the adhesive 
velcro, available at supermarkets in the haber
dashery section, was $1.50 and Dick Smith sell 
a pack of assorted sized cable ties for $2.75. 
Anybody wishing to upgrade their aerials can 
contact Mobile One Communications located 

at Camden Airport on ph: 046 
for Peter who was only too happy 

Ron Love 

~ I feel that the bi-monthly Skysailor will 
actually create a reverse reaction. Most 
people would like to see their cont~ibutions out 
fairly quickly while they can still be regarded 
as some form of news. A two month old event 
is something from the last century to most of 
us. Hardly worth the effort. And if there is to 
be any dialogue on the pages of Skysailor, the 
original contribution will be long forgotten 
when the answer finally emerges. 

Jerry Stipek 
How old an article is by the time it appears in 
Skysailor depends more often on how quickly 
someone writes it and sends it to me after the 
event. Regarding dialogue: It takes 6 weeks to 
complete one magazine. For a monthly news
letter, the next magazine is already in produc
tion when you receive the last issue in the 
mail. The 2 week overlap means that most 
people miss out on getting their responses into 
the following issue anyway. Unfortunately, 
there is not much I can do about the length 
of time it takes to produce, print and mail a 
magazine. Look at it this way: Now you can 
respond in the next issue and refer to the 

- previous one! 
Suzy Gneist 

~ To my flying friends in Oz: I have moved to 
Brunei for 18 months and have my paraglider 
with me. Since Brunei has not yet seen a 
paraglider, I am still looking for a site. Sand 
dunes are small but one spot I've found looks 
promising and I'm waiting for the right wind. 
Anyone looking for a contact over here can 
call me on 6732391734 or fax 673 2 391735. 

Roland Fenkart 

~ I participated in the 1997 Victorian Open 
Paragliding Championships in Bright, Victoria 
this year where ICOM was an acknowledged 
primary event sponsor. 
I was fortunate enough to place 5th in the 
Open and won an ICOM polo shirt and hat. 
My thanks go to Neville Donahue, Marketing 
Manager, and the staff at ICOM. The donation 
of prizes and sponsorship of paragliding 
events is certainly appreciated by the 
competitors and we are grateful for ICOM's 
support and the quality equipment you supply. 

Thank you, Martin Bastock 
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A .. Competition Fl~inq . . 
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Mike Jackson finished as 

best Aussie in 5th place 
at the Forbes Pre-Worlds 

in January. Congratulations 
for a great effort! 

Photo: Paul Murdoch 

Forbes Pre .. Worrds '~7 
The Australian team had entered the last day with a 300 point lead 
over the Austrians and ended up winning the team event by a hard 
earned 26 points. A close call, but a long awaited return to form by 
the Aussies with some consistent if not spectacularly fast flying by the 
team members. 

The weather didn't provide flying quite as good as in Hay, but 
still allowed for a fully valid competition. Forbes is sure to provide 

I 

an awesome flying arena for the first Flatlands World ~ 

Championships next year. ~ 

Let's go for the 

Gold in '981 

=-:r 
Cartoon: Julius Makk 

Thanks to all tow and retrieve pilots/drivers, especial6! Anna for putting up with 

everyone on the bus, Jed for picking up all the scrubbers and Ron for chauffeuring 

the coach to goal to call the boys in. Special thanks to Ian Jarman for returning 

to the coaching role, and uniting a strong new Australian team. 

Pre-Worlds Championship 1997 

Gerard Thevenot (LUX) 

2 Nelson Howe (USA) 

3 Josef Zweckmayr (A) 

4 Guido Gehrmann (D) 

5 Mike Jackson (AUS) 

6 Grant Heaney (AUS) 

7 Manfred Ruhmer (A) 

8 Stephen Gilmour (AUS) 

9 Ryan Glover (USA) 

10 Mark Newland (AUS) 

11 Steve Blenkinsop (AUS) 

12 Steve Moyes (AUS) 

13 Drew Cooper (AUS) 

14 Ala in Chauvet (F) 

15 Steve Elkins (GB) 

16 Tomas Suchanek (CZR) 

17 Lukas Etz (D) 

18 Kraig Coomber (AUS) 

19 Gerald Wall (D) 

20 Karl Schmaderer (D) 

Women 

25 Nikki Hamilton (GB) 

38 Tove Heaney (N) 

57 Fran~o ise Mo~ellin (F) 
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La Mouette Topless -

Laminar 14 ST. 

Laminar 14 ST 

La Mouette Topless 

Xtralite 164 

CSX 

Laminar 14 ST 

CSX 

S4 

Shark 

CSX 149 

CSX 

CSX4 

Tecma F1 

Java Competition 

CSX4 

Twister 

CSX 

Concept 

RCS 

SX4 

SX4 

Tecma F1 136 

4,822 points 

4,701 points 

4,555 points 

4,519 points 

4,422 points 

4,287 points 

4,200 points 

4,154 points 

4,115 points 

4,085 points 

4,032 points 

4,012 points 

3,917 points 

3,882 po ints 

3,868 points 

3,776 points 

3,736 points 

3,729 points 

3,715 points 

3,668 points 

3,561 points 

3,452 points 

3,138 points 

Gerard Thevenot was 

a popular winner with 
everyone. After being 
expelled from the French 

team 17ecause of his age, 
he now represents 
Luxemburg and proved 
that there is no 
substitute for experience. 
Photo: Paul Murdoch 

r would like to compliment the organisers of the Forbes Pre
Worlds. It isn't easy to organise a championship with 170 pilots 
from countries as different as Korea, Brazil or the USA. Among 

all the championships I have participated in in Australia, this was 
one of the best organised. Most of the tasks were well chosen, goal 
coordinates were right, coordinates of goal were accurate, the tasks 
that should have been cancelled for safety reasons were cancelled 
on time, the scores were issued nearly always on time, the 
organising team was accommodating, smiling and efficient. Only 
one protest was received during the event which proves the quality 
of the organisation. 

There are a few improvements I might suggest: 

1. A clear rule booklet including local rules and scoring system. 
Several pilots weren't aware oflitcle things such as taking a 
picture of the clock when landing (subject of the only protest). 

2. 1 st day films should have been developed and the results 
announced before the 2nd day, to allow the pilots to correct 
their mistakes. . . 
Some pilots, such as Erminio Bricoli, repeated the same 
photo mistake during the 2nd task and were penalised twice. 

3. One of the start gates- proved more favourable for paddock B 
than for paddock A and should have been set fUrther downwind 
A few wind dummies in radio contact with the organisation 
may have helped in choosing the task. 

4. Radios: The European hang gli'ding world flies with 2m VHF 
radios. In France, a few channels are even reserved for hang 
gliding only. Pilots often have special wiring set-ups to connect 
their radio and aerial to their harness and helmet. It often 
takes years to come up with the right set-up. The use of 2m 
radios was forbidden during the championship because of 
different Australian legal requirements (Allowed frequencies 
are in the HF and UHF range in Australia). Most pilots 
thought that in a country 15 times bigger than Europe 
and with a smaller population than Paris and its suburbs, 
it wouldn't disturb anyone to use 2m radios. Efficient radios 
are a strong safety device panicularly in unpopulated Australia 
where there are very often no roads, telephones or farms 
within reasonable walking distance. 

Gerard Thevenot 
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OVE RSEAS Firebird has undergone some radical changes. After separating from Edel, 

Firebird is now headed by Matthew and Robby Whittall (former Paragliding 

and Hang Gliding World Champion) and both are set to concentrate on their 

new paraglider range. 

Technology for paragliding design is constantly developing and 

Firebird are using a computer directed system (para-CAD) to produce 

their latest gliders. 

The first of their new designs is the Flame, an intermediate wing. 

Firebird are soon to release their new competition wing as well as a 

competition harness. 

The Flame has already sold out in Europe. The Flame's popularity 

is not only due to its superior speed and glide ratio, but its incredible stability 

and overall performance. Below is a comparison of the DHV results for the 

latest intermediate paragliders: 

DHV Test Results Airwave Nova UP Freex 
Alto 27 Axon 28 Escape L Spark S 

Front collapse 2-3 1-2 2-3 2 
Asymmetric collapse 2-3 1-2 2 2 
Fullstall, symmetrical release 1-2 1-2 1-2 1-2 
Fullstall, asymmetrical release 1-2 1 1-2 1 
Spin in turning flight 1-2 1 - 1-2 2 
B-stall 2-3 2 1-2 1 
Landing 1 2 2 1 
Take-off 1 1-2 2 1-2 
Straight flight 1-2 2 1 2-3 
Handling 1-2 2 2-3 2-3 
Poi nt of stall 1 1-2 3 2-3 
Spin at trim speed 1-2 1-2 1-2 2-3 
Spiral dive 1 2 2-3 2-3 
Asymmetric collapse steeri~g 2 2 3 2-3 

RetallPri,e 
For more information regarding the rebird range, contact Graeme Simpson on 



Left: Snowy Mountain High. , 
Above: Escaping from cloud suck at Thredbo. 

No more working for a week or twOny 
JERRY STIPEK 

Christmas took me, as usua,l, by surprise. 

What to do during the break? After a short 

deliberation the answer was the same as it had 

been for the last four years: To fly, of cou'rse! 

W
here to go was another matter. I'm not a real fan of flying in 
crowded conditions - anyone who has ever come closer than 
50m to me while thermalling, knows what I mean - so I 

decided to give Bright a wide berth. 
My final destination was partly influenced by my wife, Kate. She 

had stopped flying after a hip injury and was keen to see some more 
of the country instead, so we decided to camp somewhere near the 
Snowy River for the first 4 days. With the sightseeing over, I was now 
sure of a recovery driver for the rest of the holiday. 

Canberra looked very attractive, with high and well accessible hills 
all around, until I looked at the controlled airspace layout. I had 
flown in the area before and we continued on another 50km south 
to Michelago. This is well clear of the control zone and has plenty 
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of hills around. Now I only had to work out how to get to the sites 
and luckily I met a landowner who actually flew paragliders! James 
Ryrie owns a couple of thousand hectares of land there, including 
at least 2 very suitable hills and a couple of towing paddocks. 

The cross country potential of the place is enormous, with a 
huge mountain ridge just a couple of kilometres away. James' friend 
Michael Spratt is, conveniently, the proprietor of the local motel and 
petrol station. Both were sucked into paragliding some 5 years ago 
and have since become addicts, Michael is even an instructor. 
The hospitality at James' farm, a true part of Australian history, was 
far beyond our expectations. However, the weather played one of its 
dirty tricks and my first flight lasted only 15 minutes during which 
I wished to be inside a clothes dryer, or any similarly quiet place. 
I landed, kissed the ground and watched Michael launch. Local 
or not, a 50% tuck of his Energy a minute after take off had him 
reconsider and he landed too. 

The next day looked more promising and James volunteered to 
show me around. Having learned from the previous day's experience, 
I generously let him launch first. It proved to be wise indeed: James 
picked up the strongest cycle of the day and put his canopy neatly 
over the only stun1p on the hilltop. It took us the best part of the 
flyable window to take the washing down and fly down before an. 
approaching thunderstorm. We landed just in time to remain dry. 



Arti6tic farmer'6 crop circle6. 

In future no one will have to worry about that stump any more: 
In the evening James left, mumbling something about feeding the 
horses, but the chainsaw in his ute told a different story ... 

On New Year's Day the weather looked great again, but I was 
keen to try something else. James gave Heinz Gloor at Thredbo a call 
and told me "Yes, it's on." We arrived some two hours later and it 
looked great indeed. Thredbo is a tidy holiday village, buzzing with 
life and situated at the bottom of a valley between high mountains, 
still partly covered with snow. The girl at the chairlift took one look 
at my luggage: "One way ticket only then?" $12 and 10 minutes later 
I was chatting to Heinz at the luxurious take-off about 30 metres 
from the top station. 

Two pilots were in the air already and doing really well. Too keen 
to join them, I only half listened to what Heinz had to tell me and 
soon found myself, greatly humiliated and frustrated, on the local golf 
course. Another $12 and 30 minutes later, I was listening more 
carefully. After an easy launch, Heinz expertly steered me via radio 
through the first 200m into the best lift. Soon I was able to 
appreciate that this site had the most spectacular views in Australia. 

The ~onditions were great. A combination of convergence, strong 
thermals and cloud suck had me applying rather radical measures at 
times to maintain clearance from clouds. Once above the Snowy 
Mountains, it seemed possible to fly virtually anywhere, although I 
imagine retrieval could be a problem - this is what I call "tiger 
country"! Humbled I stayed within a few kilometres of Thredbo. 

After about 90 minutes I ran out of film in both cameras and also 
became acutely cold. Let's get out of here! Easier said than done. My 

Ri6ing above Corr'Yong. All photos: Jerry Stipek 

dizzying spirals actually yielded a modest height gain and I resorted to 
alternate between B-stall and Big Ears, something I usually avoid with 
a camera in a wingtip. Eventually, the earth came closer and this time 
I landed in a park, just 30m from my car. Great! I couldn't wait to get 
my photos developed. If I'd captured on film all I'd seen, they would 
be real rippers. 

The following day the wind was blowing over the back. Up at the 
Eagle Nest restaurant, Heinz didn't see this as a major problem: "I can 
tow you up and you can fly on the other side of the valley." 
Unfortunately, a storm was already brewing, leaving only about half 
an hour of safe flying time. Better luck next time. 

We arrived at Corryong at about 2pm and didn't find a single 
paraglider pilot around. Conditions looked the best I'd ever seen there 
and about 10 hangies were about to take advantage of them. Grossly 
outnumbered, I copped a lot of derogatory remarks about jellyfish 
and floppy heads. Revenge was sweet. I made it to Khancoban - they 
didn't. I arrived with enough height to linger above the southern face 
of the Snowy Mountains and contemplate flying back to Thredbo. 
Finally, common sense prevailed and I landed in style at Khancoban 
tip. Again this flight yielded more good photos. 

After another two days of exciting flights as well as drives - by 
mistake Kate took our Falcon down the 4WD track on one of her 
recovery missions - we headed home. It had been the best flying 
holiday in four years and I'd like to thank all who helped us on the 
way, including the hangies at Corryong. I can endure anything ~ 
for a ride up to take-ofF. _ 
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GRAEME GARLICK 

6 0 pilots with their numerous families and friends 
descended on Conyong over 18th to the 23rd January 
1997 to compete in the Corryong Cup. 

1997 featured numerous personal best distances, lots of good flying, 
great camaraderie and cooperation from pilots and visitors and heaps 
of fun. There were plenty of prizes from local businesses as well as 
the major sponsors. 

'Mrs Elliot', the local Wedgie, seemed strangely subdued and only 
attacked a small number of gliders. 50 or 60 gliders might have been 
more than she could handle. However, one overseas visitor may have 
been sorry he came. By the time Mrs Elliot had completed modifYing 
his new Shark, the leading edges looked velY much like spaghetti. 
Lots of sticky back material had to be applied to hold it all together. 

Saturday - Fun Fly Day 
The traditional fun day commenced with a briefing from Glen 
Connors at the Courthouse Hotel, where preliminaries, such as rules, 
were discussed. The task called was Mt Elliot-Walwa-Mt Mittamatite 
Caravan Park (79km). Cloudbase was 8,500ft, lifting to 9,000ft later 
in the day with a good number of thermals over the course. 

Quite a few pilots elected to cut the task short to ensure an easier 
job for their drivers by making it back to goal. A number of pilots 
completed the course and arrived in goal while others made turnpoint 
1 and landed somewhere between it and goal. 

A high number of Personal Bests (PB's) were recorded. All in all 
a great start to the Competition. 

Sunday - Day 1 
Mt ElIiot-JingelIic-Corryong airport. A high percentage of the 
field got high off Elliot only to land 7km away at the base of 
Mt Mittamatite. The valley looked like a used hang glider lot 
with numerous gliders scattered around. A few also bombed out 
immediately off Mt Elliot. Patience was the order of the day and 

10 Skysailor 

those who hung back seemed to do better. Those pilots good enough 
to scratch up off "Mitta" nearly all made TP 1 at Jingellic and 9 pilots 
made it back to goal, including one very exhausted pilot who'd flown 
without food or water and was very appreciative of the drinks made 
available in goal by the organisers. Mark Robertson blitzed everyone 
into goal and was the early leader of the competition. 

Monday.- Day 2 
Mt Elliot-Kangaroo Creek-Cudgewa-Tooma-Corryong airport 
(67km). The day looked superb with afternoon bases up to 9,000ft. 

As on the previous couple of days, lots of pilots got high and 
stayed high. At least 10 pilots flew PB's during the day. 

Launching early was a definite advantage as Mt Elliot shut 
down for about two hours mid-afternoon, preventing anyone from 
launching. Those who launched after the break still enjoyed great 
conditions, but most ran out of useable conditions prior to 
completing the course. Quite a few pilots were in goal once again 
with most of the field achieving a creditable distance. 

Once again Mark Robertson won, no mean feat considering 
he was the last pilot in the top 20 ordered launch to leave the hill. 

Tuesday - Day 3 
The day was canned due to adverse conditions. The wind was 
60-90° cross and quite strong. Had this contest been the Worlds, 
a task would have been flown, but given the laid back nature of the 
Corryong Cup not too many people ·were aggrieved by the decision. 

Most of us enjoyed a swim in the Murray and some of the boys 
took the evening off to do a spot of trout fishing with a new 
'neverfail' wonderbait. Reliable reports had it that the trout wondered 
very much what on earth it was. Better luck next time fellas. 

Wednesday - Day 4 
Winds were once again 90° cross and gusty and discussions about 
whether to call off the day or not were interrupted when the local 
police arrived. We were asked to vacate the hill in an orderly manner. 
A dry storm cell was approaching, bringing the associated risk of 
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"OH ****, OH DUCK" AWARD 
CORRYONG CUP, 1997. 

causing a fire by lightning strike. The whole Corryong area was 
extremely dry over the competition period and fire risk was extreme. 
Given the very hot temperature of the day there weren't too many 
complaints about another swim in the Murray. 

In the evening we enjoyed a traditional BBQ put on by the 
Upper Murray Tourist Association for pilots and friends. Free food 
and beer for all. Because of the two competition days lost to adverse 
conditions, a decision was made that night to use Friday 24th as 
a reserve day should Thursday be unflyable. 

Thursday - Day 5 
Mt Elliot-Cudgewa-Tintaldra-Mt Mittamatite Caravan Park (69km). 
The day didn't have the 'boomer' look of previous flyable days and 
would prove to be hard work for those who managed to stay 
airborne. A fair amount of high cloud reduced the heating effects of 
the sun. Another day when those with patience and a small amount 
of luck did the best. 

The ordered launch was quite short. A number of pilots elected to 
launch in the open window. Thermals were weak and the course was 
hard going. No pilots made goal. Due to the hit or miss conditions, 
a number of pilots, who had been in contention, slipped down the 
leaders board and out of reach of the top three places. Rob de Groot 
had the best flight, making TP 2 and getting part way back to goal. 

Friday - Reserve Day 
Conditions equalled the best of the week. The comp had finished, but 
those who'd stuck around for a last fly enjoyed some good distances. 

It has been considered to run next year's Corryong Cup from 
Sunday to Saturday, instead of ending on Thursday, to accommodate 
for non-flying days and possibly include a lay-day. Your input and 
ideas are valued, so give the club a call with your ideas. 

This year's Cup was run by the Blue Mountains Hang Gliding 
Club together with Glen and Sue Connors from the Illawarra club. 
A great deal of assistance was also received from various other pilots 
and friends from the Illawarra and other clubs. 

Left: Most improved pilot, John Sperring. 
Below: Allan Bush after take off from Mt Elliot 

Cartoon: Graeme Garlick 

Results 

1. Rob de Groot 

2. Ray Casser 

3. Roy Docherty 

12. John Sperring 

I TeamAward 

'No Airport' 

Most Improved 

Warwick Kelly 

Bernie Baer 

Mark Barnfield 

~mpetitiOn Flying 

SX4 

Xtralite 

Xtralite 

Xtralite 

Combat 

Xtralite 

Xtralite 

Rob de Groot SX4 

The 'No Airport' team may have been making a political statement in 
naming their team: Save Stanwell Park! Write to your local member 
voicing your objections to the 2nd Airport at Holsworthy. 

The 'Oh ****, Oh Duck' award went to Bernie Baer for his great 
effort at 8,OOOft. Bernie took his camera out of his harness pocket to 
take a TP photo and the safety appeared to be hanging free. Rather 
than risk dropping his camera he tied it to the basebar with numerous 
very tight knots. When he decided to push out in a thermal, he 
discovered to his distress that he had tied his harness to the basebar 
via the camera safety and had very minimal pitch control left. About 
10 minutes and numerous gyrations later he managed to untie 
himself and continue his flight with normal control. Where are 
those hook knives when you really need them? 

If you missed out on the Corryong Cup '97, you missed a n 
great fun competition. Come along next year. You'd be mad not to. ~ 

A big thanks to Glen and Sue Connors, Bernie Baer, Mark Barnfield, 
Warwick Kelly, Bruce Daniels, Ian King, Wayne and Heather Potocky, Roy 
Docherty, Steve and Pat Bell Allan and Beth Bush, Ruth Garlick, Dave 
Middleton and the many other people who pitched in and helped with 
the contest this year. Thanks especially to the drivers for a job well done. 

The Corryong hospital has also written to thank the participants 
of the competition for the cheque donated as a result of the presentation 
night raffle. 
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~
er enjoying my first taste of paragliding competition in the 
British Open in Spain last year, I was looking forward to 

improving my skills on the Australian circuit in 1997. 
Unfortunately, the scheduling of 3 major competitions in a 6 week 
period between February and March made it impractical for me (and 
many other part time pilots, I suspect) to attend more than one comp 
this year. So when I saw the NZ Nationals were held in the 1st week 
of January, I thought ~at would be just the thing. 

I sent off my registration fee and then tried to enthuse some of 
the Canungra pilots to come along. Andrew Horchner was interested, 
but money was a bit tight, until he rang me up one night to tell-me 
that Andrew Kemp was organising the Australian team for the Trans 
Tasman Challenge against the Kiwis and was looking for volunteers. 
Was I interested? They would have to be pretty desperate before 
considering me, but hey, I could at least stand in line. 

Just before Christmas, Andrew Kemp rang to ask if I wanted to 
join the team. Embarrassed I tried the "I don't want to be responsible 
for Australia losing" excuse, but Andy dismissed that and before I 
knew it, I was the 3rd team member defending the Trans Tasman 
Challenge which Australia had won very convincingly in Bright in 
1996. The other members of the team were Andrew Horchner and 
Sky High's David Mills who I had met previously in Spain. 

Andrew and I arrived in Christchurch on New Year's Day, picked 
up our hire car and drove straight to the competition site in Nelson. 
Arriving at 11 pm, we tried for 2 hours to find accommodation before 
ending up sleeping in the car. Next morning we managed to secure 
a room in what we later learned was "Notorious Dave's Palace". We 
never found out what it was notorious for, although every time we 
told someone where we were staying they'd just raise their eyebrows 
and smile knowingly. At 9am we rang the comp organiser, local 
instructor Stew Karstens, to get some site informacion. He met us at 
the bomb out S minutes later and gave us a lift up. Soon we sat on 
Barnicoat launch looking out over Nelson and the beautiful Tasman 
Bay beyond. 
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THE TRANS 

TASMAN 

CHALLENGE 
MARK PLENDERLEITH 

WE CAME, 

WE SAW, 

WE WERE CONQlJERED ... 

N elson is an interesting town which can best be described 
as a blend of Tamworth and Byron Bay. It is the major 
commercial centre for that part of New Zealand, but still 

small enough and with enough traditional and alternative culture 
to make it a fun place. It is a popular seaside holiday destination 
for overseas visitors and more cosmopolitan than most places I had 
previously visited in NZ. 

The wind was over the back, so we took the opportunity to quiz 
the locals and learned that the key to flying in NZ was to understand 
the subtleties of seabreeze fronts and convergences. We were used to a 
seabreeze killing everything but ridge lift and were sceptical, but the 
information certainly proved useful later that week. Barnicoat was 
interesting to fly. Located directly behind the town, it is only Skm 
from the airport and normally height gains are restricted to 300ft agl, 
although this was lifted for the competition. There also were 3 sets of 
high tension powerlines along the base of the ridge to watch out for, 
and 9km to the west a horse trekking area which we were not allowed 
to overfly low. 

About 1 pm the wind over the back died and cycles immediately 
started drifting up the front of launch. We launched and enjoyed 
a very pleasant afternoon flying in tight, punchy thermals before 
heading out on the long glide to land in the local sports field. 

It rained the next day and after picking David Mills up from 
the airport, we attended the 1st pilot briefing at the competition 
headquarters at Nelson Parachute Club. 

The Trans Tasman Challenge scoring counts the top 3 pilot scores 
for each team each day to contribute towards that team's final score. 
The Kiwis were clearly disappointed that Messrs Gungl, Ladyman 
and Webb hadn't made it. After being beaten in Bright last year, the 
NZ team had been looking forward to taking their revenge this year. 
NZ was fielding their top 4 pilots against our Australian team. With 
3 pilots from the top 88 of our National Ladder, we were beginning 
to feel the pressure. Due to our lack of experience, we considered 
ourselves the E-Team, but our spirits lifted when some well-meaning 
fool at the pilot auction paid $170 for us, although we had helped 
along by bidding for ourselves until the price passed $60. 



I
ndependence Day-like lenticulars to the west resulted in the 
cancellation of the first day. Moderate to strong SW winds with 
the promise of a seabreeze were forecast the next day. Off to 

Barnicoat we went, where the sky to the west looked awesome with 
beautiful development and a high cloudbase. After 5 hours of sitting 
in the sun, the day was canned and we all drove back down to the 
parachute club. An hour later the seabreeze finally arrived. 

Another day and a Race to Goal, Barnicoat to Tophouse (57km). 
The height restriction was raised to 2,000ft agl for the day, but the 
restricted horse area at 9km still caused controversy. Despite good 
conditions it was difficult to get high above launch and most pilots 
settled ror a scratchy flight along the ridge to Richmond Hill, 
followed by a do or die glide over the restricted zone. No turns were 
permitted over this area below ridge level and as a result most pilots 
had to glide out to the landing field although some managed to 
scratch across to the other side, get up and fly a few more k's. As some 
of these pilots were clearly seen to make turns over the restricted zone 
there was a lot of muttering, finger pointing and discontentment in 
the landing paddock. 

Best distance for the day was 19.5km by Grey Hamilton, with 
David Mills 13.5km, Mark Plenderleith 10.5km and Andrew 
Horchner 9km. Threatened protests never materialised and at the end 
of the 3rd day the Trans Tasman Challenge points showed the Aussies 
ahead of the visibly shaken Kiwis by 306 points. 

Today was our first visit to the picturesque Sherry River valley 
where a convoluted elapsed time Race to Goal via 5 turnpoints 
(21.5km) used 4 of the surrounding peaks as turnpoints. The course 
included a long leg across a valley to the NE and a turnpoint deep 
in a valley to the south with no landing options which became 
increasingly difficult to escape from as the day developed. The entire 
race was visible from launch and as most pilots passed in front of 
launch twice, the spectators had a great view. 

Everyone on the ground was too involved in the race to notice 
a pilot unable to penetrate out of the southern turnpoint and landing 
in trees. Fortunately, he was unhurt, but although everyone in the air 
had seen the glider and assumed he was OK, the poor fellow spent 
4 hours bashing his way out of the bush while everyone else enjoyed 

, a BBQ back at the pub. 
Russell Read was 1st into goal with an elapsed time of Ih 43min. 

Both Andrew Horchner (lh 56min) and David Mills (2h 55min) 
made goal while I struggled with the rotor behind turnpoint 3 and 
had to make a quick dash for the safety of the valley behind. After 
the 2nd task, the Kiwis had crept into the lead by a slim margin 
of 176 points. 

j 
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Back to Sherry River for another day and an elapsed time Race to 
Goal at Korere Bridge via 2 turnpoints (18km). A straightforward 
flight to the turnpoints, was followed by a long glide out across the 
Sherry and Tadmor rivers. From there the heavily wooded Pinchback 
range presented the final obstacle before reaching goal. Most of the 
field made the turnpoints, but landed in the Sherry or Tadmor 
valleys. 3 pilots made goal with Paul Sheehan in the lead. Millsy was 
the best Aussie with 13.5km, Andrew and myself came to grief at the 
10km mark. The lead we'd established on the first day was slipping ' > 

away. The Kiwis were now 648 points in front. 
An early morning start saw the field at Inwood's Lookout, but as 

cloudbase was below launch and the wind cross, the task, an elapsed 
time Race to Goal at Korere Bridge, wasn't called until 12.30pm. 
Once the window opened a mad rush started to get off before the 
seabreeze made the valley crossing impossible. Those who launched 
early got some good height over the Sherry valley and were able to 
get established on the Pinchback ridge, but nobody made goal. The 
seabreeze came in strong, closed the day down very quickly and caused 
a few anxious moments for pilots low over the pines on Pinchback. 

Closest to goal was Russel Read (13km), Andrew Horchner made 
11.5km and Millsy and myself followed close behind with llkm. 
After the numbers had been crunched we had managed to pull a 
few points back, although the Kiwis still lead by 571 points. We were 
starting to believe in ourselves and began to think more seriously 
about our strategy for the next few days to put pressure on the Kiwis. 

~
it happened, due to the influence of cyclone "Drena", the last 
2 days of the competition were cancelled and the final result 

of the Trans Tasman Challenge was: 

," 

New Zealand 

2 Australia 

8,595 points 

8,024 points 

The presentation was a splendid affair at the Nelson Rutherford 
Hotel. A sumptuous dinner and drinks were followed by the prize
giving and awarding of the Trans Tasman Challenge trophy to the 
Kiwis. 1st place went to New Caledonian Renald Bobos, 2nd Rueben 
Muir became the '97 NZ National Champion. Best placed Aussie 
was David Mills in a very commendable 6th place, Andrew came 
16th, with me in 22nd place. The locals were clearly happy to have 
won, but decent enough to concede that it had been close and 
the result might have been different had we had a 4th pilot. rii 

r-%B~~S00---LAZER helmets now available! 
The LAZER Helmet features Kevlar and Carbon Fibre construction in a strong, 
'certified (European EN966 standard) unit that weighs only 750 grams. .... 

INTRODUCTORY OFFER - only $180 
FIRST 10 orders quoting this ad supplied complete with mike & 

speaker fitted at no extra charge! 

FREE FLIGHT PLANNING SOFTWARE 
Trike Pilots! Send a stamped self-addressed business-sized 

envelope to the address below to receive a free one-month evaluation 
copy of our UltraNav Flight Planner for Windows! 

Available from: Raptor Designs, PO Box 1059, Hampton North, Victoria, Australia. A 
Phone (03)9597-0527 or FAX: (03)9598-1302 /'I~ Pwr.udU 
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Competitions & ~"em~s 
Event Date Venue Details & Entry Requirements Contact 

::- 'Ali~tralia ', ' .,' , , . , 
.~ 

Birchip Easter Competition 28-31 Mar 97 

Canungra Classic 1997 9-18 Oct 97 

Ovel'Seas "'. . ri Vietnam Paramotor Railey 6-20 Apr 97 

~ 'Associate' WHGS 97 Korea 29 Apr-5 May 97 

ri~ Mexican Nationals 1997 1-4 May 97 

ri PWC Monte Cornizzolo 13-18 May 97 

ri PWC Linzhou 2-7 Jun 97 

~ WHGS 97 Greece 15-21 Jun 97 

~ WHGS 97 Norway 29 Jun-5 Jul 97 

Canadian HG Nationals 1997 29 Jun-6 Jul 97 

~ 

ri PWC 97 Piedrahita 3-8 Jul 97 

~ Alpen HG Open 1997 9-13Ju197 

~ German HG Open 1997 14-20 Jul 97 

~ Just Fly US Nationals 1997 19-26 Jul97 

~ ~ Festival of Free Flying Jul-Aug 97 

~ Hang Gliding Pre-Europeans 23 Ju l-8 Aug 97 

ri Canad ian PG Nationals 1997 2-4 Aug 97 

~ WHGS 97 France 7-17 Aug 97 

ri PWC 97 Morzine 12-17Aug97 

~WHGS97 USA 21 -27 Aug 97 

ri PWC 97 Preddvor 26-31 Aug 97 

1st World Air Games 1997 6-21 Sept 97 

~ri~ 

~SkvsalillL_ 

Birchip, VIC Briefing: 9am Friday 28 March, $50 per person, team 

I;!ntries only, Requirements: Current tow endorsement, 

altimeter & parachute, Cheques payable to W. Duncan. 

Canungra, SE QLD Last comp used in the Australian team selection for the 

98 Worlds. This year's Classic will be bigger and better 

than ever. Worth up to 450 ladder points (pending AAA). 

Entry fee: $230 ($195 comp + $35 site fee), entry form in 

Warwick Duncan, 5/121 

Northumberland Rd, Pascoe Vale, 

VIC 3044, ph: 03 93068085, email: 

warwick@radtech.apana.org.au 

lim Cummings, 07 55435093 

PO Box 116 Canungra 4275, 

email : tim@eis.net.au. Web page: 

http://www2.eis.net.au/-tim/ 

June Skysailor, closing date for entries and full payment: classic97/classic .html 

31 Aug 97 (late fee $30). Registration: 8 Oct. 

Vietnam Vietnam Evenements: 50 Rue de Paradis, 75010 Paris. ph: +33 1 45233656, 

fax: +33 1 45233659. 

Kochang, Pre-WHGS event. Run under full WHGS rules, but Joung, Byoung Woo 

Korea 'Associate Event' carries no WHGS ranking points. fax: +82 2588411. 

Guanajuato, Flying Center of Mexico, Circt. Fuentes del Pedregal # 125, ph/fax: 6526666, area code: 525, 

Mexico D. 401, Col. Fuentes del Pedregal, Mexico D.F., C.P. 14140. email : gimex13@infoabc.com 

Monte Cornizzolo, Address: Frigerio Enrico, Parapendio Club Scurbatt, ph/fax: 39/31 655576. 

Italy Via Mauri 1,22030 Suello (LC), Italy. 

Linzhou, Address: Mrs Zhang Xuan, Aero Sports Federation, ph: 8610/7011177, 8610/7027894 

China 9 Tiantan Neidongli, Beijing 100061, China . (ext 2325), fax: 8610/7027894, 

Mt Kithereon, Organiser: Hellenic Hang Gliding Federation Lilian Leblanc, 

Greece fax: +30 19881121. 

Vaga, Norway Nils Aage Henden, 

fax: +47 61232178. 

Sun Peaks, Fees: CDN$85. Pilots must join the HPAC and sign a Ian McArthur, email c/o: 

Kamloops, BC liability waiver. Temp. M/ship and Insurance costs mswift@Netshop.net ' 

Canada CDN$15 and is available from the: 'HPAC Administrator, 140 - 945 ColumbIa St W, 

email: hpac@mindlink.bc.ca, 21593 94A Ave Langley, Kamloops BC Canada V2~ 1 L5; 

B.C. Canada V1 M 2A5, HPAC Ph/fax 1 6048825090. ph: 1 2503764655, fax: 1 2503765262 

Piedrahita, Address: Steve Ham, Centro de Vuelo, PlazaJulio de la ph/fax: 34/20362215, 

Spain Calle sIn, 05500 Piedrahita Avila. http://www.ds.dial.pip mobile: 908 621013. 

eX.com/europg/sham 

. Austria Marcus Villinger, 

fax: +43 522343746. 

Germany Ernst Schneider, 

fax: +49 80429434. 

Lakeview, Entry fee: US$345 after 30 April. G.W. Meadows 

Oregon USA fax:+19194800117. 

Dimbovita, Address: Leonard Grigorescu, "Ariel Turgoviste", ph: +0040 (0)45 614868. 

Romania Calea Domneasca, Nr 148, 0200 Dimbovita, Romania . 

Slovakia CIVL Norway, 

fax: +47 22951256 

Mt. Seven, Golden, Address: 33 Shannon Circle SW, Calgary, Alberta, Randy Parkin, ph : 403 2566869, 

BC,Canada Canada T2Y 2A 1, Meet Director: Randy Parkin. randy@keyinc.com 

St Andre-Ies- Entry fee: FF1,OOO. Jean Marc Laporte, 

Alpes, France ph: +33 0492027970. 

Morzine, Address: E. Monne, Office du Tourisme de Morzine - ph: 33/50 747272, 

France 74110 Morzine, France. fax: 33/50 790348. 

Telluride, Jim Zeiset, 

USA ph: + 1 7195393900. 

Preddvor, Address: Ales Suster, Spica International paraglid ing ph: 386/61 1253263, 

Slovenia team - Siovenska 30, 61000 Lubljana, Slovenia . fax: 33/50 790348. 

Denizli (HG/PG)," Hang Gliding: Denizli-Honaz Mountain, 6-21 Sept 97 Ziato Vanic: Slovenia, 

Aydin (ML), Paraglid ing: Denizli-Honaz Mountain, 6-21 Sept 97 ph/fax: +386 61222504. 

Turkey Microlights: Aydin, 10-21 Sept 97 Ian Jarman, HGFA 

Full details on entry requirements & procedures, team ph: 069 472888. 

. registrations, travel arrangements, through the HGFA 

office. Entry fees competitors: HG/PG $450, ML $250. 

Discounts a~(Jly for early registrations. 
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M.A.R.Y. I.N. 
The weatherman that never sleeps. 

Real time weather conditions for Stanwell Park, 

broadcast 24 hours a day. 

Phone 

Patent No. PM3645 

Call cost $2.00 Telads. Higher from mobile and public phones. 

AIRCOTEC TOP NAVIGATOR 
THERMAL GOGGLES? ... ALMOST! 
The World First in-flight computer 
for paragliders / hang gliders. 
Fully integrated on
screen 128x128 dot 
LCD graphics display. 
Altimeter and Vario. 
Built in GPS. 
Thermal mapping. 
Thermal centering. 
Lapse rate / Climb rate. 
Regular thermal sources. 
FAI recognised barograph. 
McCready speed to fly. 
Speed over ground. 
Wind speed and direction 
at your altitude/final 
Polar curves and much more! 
Hands free operation. 
Easy to use. Only 600gm. 
In car rapid charger 
or 240V. 

"CHEEP CHEEP" Vario 
Ultra small, compact and versatile, the CHEEP CHEEP vario 

comes at the very affordable price of only 

$290 plus p&p 
Catch elusive thermals or max out the ridge lift, just let your 

CHEEP CHEEP to you and you know you've caught it! No 

dials to look for, no irritating displays, just a pleasant and 

familiar CHEEP CHEEP to enjoy long hours of fabulous 

flying. The sound and tone indicate how fast you're 

ascending to the clouds or sinking to goal. 

Plug into your existing radio headset. That's right! Use your 

existing headset with the CHEEP adaptor and save hours of 

CHEEP battery power. Slip it in your shirt pocket, or clip it 

to your belt, the pocket sized CHEEP vario will CHEEP your 

climb rate for extra hours of fantastic flying . 

Australian made and owned, so you can feel at home with 

full back up and support. 

To get your CHEEP CHEEP vario today phone 

09 2943962 or 015 057961 
Email Isi@q-net.net.au 

www.q-net.net.au/ .. lsi/ 

HGFA INSURANCE 
We can offer: 

• Affordable "Flight-·Risks" Personal Accidentllnjury/iliness Cover 

• Options for insurance of Trikes and Hang Gliders: 

* Limited transit risks plus fire & theft or ... 

* Full cover Ground & Transport or ... 

* Full Aircraft policy - Flight, Taxying, Ground & Transport 

As Registered General insurance brokers, with special expertise 

in aviation insurances, we have the experience and qualifications 

to assist all members with a broad range of insurance advice 

and cover placement. We currently handle the HGFA Liability 

Scheme as well as specialist services for a number of other 

aviation Associations. 

Please contact us for expert aviation insurance advice. 

HGFA Insurance Scheme Administrator, 

Kevin Chamberlain, Chamberlain Knights Pty Ltd 

Insurance Brokers ACN 002493 521 

Phone (02) 98684044, Fax (02) 9868 5262 

PO Box 329, EPPING N5W 2121 

Approved and initiated by the HGFA for the Members 
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Microliqhtinq 

JOHN REYNOLDSON 

It's always dangerous to predict the future of hang 

glider or trike design. Just when you think the 

technol.Qgy has stabilised it takes an unexpected jump 

into a new direction. Nevertheless, I have a feeling that 

it's time someone took a long hard look at where trikes 

are heading today. 

N ew trikes are expensive, anywhere from $20,000 to $33,000 
for a two seater. There's little incentive for anyone in 
Australia to buy a single-seat trike these days. Unlike the 

USA, we have quite liberal regulations that allow anyone to fly 
two-up for recreation - and the difference in cost between a 
single-seater and two-seater is too little for most to quibble. 

This situation has encouraged the expansion of the "touring trike" 
class where the objectives are to provide a rugged, reliable machine 
suitable for transporting two people cross-country. As a result we now 
have a technology race between manufacturers to obtain higher cruise 
speeds and standards of finish. But hang on a second. Hasn't 
something been forgotten? 

Back in the early 80's, when there were only a few trike pilots 
in Australia, the objective was very different. All of these trike pilots 
were active hang glider pilots, and had to build their own machines. 
For many the objective was to build something which could self
launch and soar. What often defeated them was a lack of engineering 
skill, appropriate engine and propeller technology and powered flight 
experience. Those who managed to source lightweight power plants, 
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Trikes at Newcastle Hexham. Waiting for the fog to lift. 
Photo: W. Thede 

were generally let down by poor direct-drive propeller technology 
and were unwilling to trust the resulting machine in turbulence. 

Having built a trike to suit an EF5, I speak from experience here. 
I had used a 9hp converted Victa mower engine and the whole thing, 
wing and trike with engine and prop, weighed only 130lb and flew 
with about 150ft/min climb. The end result was so rickety that there 
was absolutely no way I was ever going to thermal it! 

Locally, Greg Withers had also built a machine using a Skylark 
engine. It too was never used for serious soaring, along with a pretty 
basic trike I saw at the Moyes factory about the same time. 

However, only a year or so later, we all discovered the Robin 
engines and reduction gears. Unfortunately they were heavy, so the 
trike frames were beefed up to suit, as were the wing spars. Suddenly 
our converted hang gliders had sink rates of over 300ft/min engine .. 
off. It was the beginning of the end as the Rotax took over and the 
race for more climb and speed overshadowed our original objectives. 

The rest is history. Trikes became what they are today and many 
of the original trikers are now greying (sorry guys, but it's true!) flying 
instructors who seldom, if ever, fly hang gliders any more. 

Over the years, a number of people have tried to re-visit the 
self-launching concept. There have been Minimum systems, Skylegs, 
motorised prone harnesses, etc, but none seemed to take. I believe 
part of the problem is that pilots trying the new systems are 
unfamiliar with powered operation and feel uncomfortable under 
power in a prone position, particularly in the take off and landing 
phase. Some systems also required additional cables fitted to the 
glider, thus increasing drag significantly, others had thrust line 
problems. Whatever it was, it wasn't working. 

The most successful self-launching system to date seems to be 
the paramotor. The concept isn't new. Bill Bennett was mucking 
around with backpack-mounted engines on hang gliders in the 
late 60's and early 70's. 
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Kicrolighting 

• Available at a reasonable cost. Perhaps it's time for us to take a step backward. Trikes offer a 
stable, relatively safe motorised platform. The paramotor industry has 
established a technology base for lightweight engines and propellers. 
If the two technologies were effectively married, we'd have the basis 
of a viable self-launching unit any hang glider pilot could strap onto 
an appropriate glider and remain within the realm of CAO 95.8. 

Why bother? Put simply, a practical soaring trike simply frees the 
pilot from the tyranny of the mountain slope and availability of tow 
drivers/equipment. In some cases, it can free them from retrieves too! 

It was almost achieved once before: In the early 80's, a sub-70kg 
class for uncertified trikes existed in the UK, but it disappeared with 
changing regulations, even though some quite viable designs were 
starting to emerge then. 

The other reason to bother is that it's a challenge. This is a project 
that the average technical-minded pilot could undertake, unlike 
trying to design a state of the art hang glider or trike. The challenge 

Today the "Fly Paramotors" company in Italy offers a basic unit 
of this type. Basic, because the unit has a "classic" trike frame with 
no real attention paid to drag reduction. The Justra trike is another 
reasonable attempt, although it places the pilot in a fairly upright 
position, has fixed gear and costs heaps! 

is to see enough self-launching hang gliders at the next Nationals to 
make up a class. Note that in Australia under 95.8, a hang glider is 
not required to be foot launchable, although if it isn't, it can't actually 
be recognised by the FAI). I'm certainly going to have a go. 
Whb ~ at a out you? .,.. 

The Moyes Silent Racer is a commendable attempt to reduce 
drag, but the objective is speed, not ultimate soarability. Here's what 
I think is achievable: 
• Weight: less than 75lb dry, including engine and prop; 
• Capable of achieving at least 250ft/min climb with an average 

weight pilot under most conditions; 
• Low drag, with either mylar fabric or light composite pod, pilot 

in a laid-back supine position; 
• Retractable or low-drag undercarriage; 
• Rearward folding propeller to reduce drag with the engine off; 
• Capable of fitting to a standard hang glider in the appropriate 

payload weight range; 
• Capable of soaring effectively in normal conditions; 

'\ 

~v 
Flight Gear 

'The Original - the Best' 
Hang Gliding Harnesses now in stock a 

PO Box 42, Redhead NSW 2290 Australia 
Phone: 049449 199, Fax: 049449395. 

Why cOlne to 
High Adv~nture Airpark? 

* Australian Flight Tours * Paragliding * Hang Glidir:lg * Microlites 

FLY the USA in 97 
Fly the sites of L.A., Owens Valley, Las Vegas, 

Utah, Oregon and the famous flatland X-country 

area of Chelan for 12 days, then fly to Florida 

for 5 days of aero towing behind .the Dragon Fly 

and maybe visit Disney World just up the road, 

to get some photos for the kids of course! 

Sit back and relax with High Adventure's 

experienced team, travel in a new 10 seat 

airconditioned bus with trailer and prepare for 

the flight tour of a lifetime. Plan ahead now! 
Limited to 8 pilots only: The first 12 days are 
suitable for both Hang and Paraglider pilots. 

Save big $$$$ on a new glider for" the tour! 
T~ntative dates are set for 14 July 1997, cost 
of the tour only $1,080 - not including air ticket. 

For more details on the tour contact 
Lee Scott on Ph/Fax 065 565265 NOW! 

"Don~t miss out" 

~ 

Because they have 
. • Flight sites for both hang & paraglider pilots. 

• Ridge/Thermal soaring & training sites for al/ wind directions, 
most in a 15km radius of the Airpark. 

• Uncrowded soaring sites. 
• Flying & teaching al/ year round (The best winter sites 

in Australia). 
• Winch & Aero tow facilities on site. 
• "!ew hangar facilities & airstrips. 
• Live in license courses with affordable, clean & 

scenic accommodation. 
• 460 acres with deep river frontage & grassy training slopes. 
• Plenty to do for the family 
• Experienced, caring, relaxed instructors. 
• Novice refresher & endorsement certificate programs. 
• Group & club discounts. 
• Just 4 hours drive north of Sydney, right on the 

Pacific Highway 

Come to High Adventure Airpark, where students and 

pilots pome first and Tandem flights are second! 

Contact Lee Scoff on 065 565 265 

for information on courses, sites and accommodation. 

High Adventure Airpark, Pacific Highway, Johns River NSW 2443 
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Rohan Holtkamp flies 
new World Records 
Eucla, Great Australian Bight, 
border between "W'il and SA: 
Rohan had previously contact
ed the Bureau of Met to check 
the average weather conditions 
for the area over the last 15 
years and then chose the best 
time to make his attempt. 
9 February 1997 
100km Out and Return record, 
previously held by T. Suchanek. 
Distance: 103.6km 
Speed· 64.72km/h 
Hang glider: Shark 144 
10 February 1997 
200km Out and Return record, 
previously held by T. Suchanek. 
Distance: 206km 
Speed· 55.24km/h 
Hang glider: 144 Shark • 

New Tecma F1team 
The F 1 team is the new version 
of the Tecma FLIt comes in 
4 sizes: 130, 136, 142 and 148 
and is aimed at competition 
pilots. Options include 
integrated battens, folding 
speedbar, mylar sail an.d 
kingposcless. 

The F1tempo (136 and 142) 
is the non-competitors version 
with lighter, easier handling. 

For more information 
contact Tecma Sport on fax 
+33450037729. • 

British Champion 
joins APCO 
British PG Champion and 
Airwave original Barney 
Barnes has joined Israel 
basedAPCO. 

Barney was one of the 
originators of paragliding 
at Airwave back in 1989 
and together with Bruce 
Goldsmith, was responsible 
for their success with gliders 
such as the Black Magic 
and the Voodoo. 

Barney now takes over as 
APCO's Head of Marketing 
and will be involved in product 
research and development. • 
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Airwave Concept FR 
The Concept FR is now avail
able in 2 sizes: FR 49 and the 
high aspect plan form FR 39. 
Airwave have substituted the 
kingpost with a carbon fibre 
crossbar and the luff lines with 
Spare Ribs™. Because these 
support the wing tip area, they 
give superior pitch test results 
than supporting the mid span, 
leaving it free to float down- -
wards under the influence of 
the reflex section and resulting 
in better overall lift distribution, 
thus reducing induced drag 
and improving handling. 

The Concept boasts great 
static balance, large VG range, 
excellent handling and light 
pitch pressure. 

For more info contact your 
Airwave dealer or http:/ 1 andromeda. 
rmtech.com/airwave • 

Thevenot wins Forbes 
La Mouette manufacturer 
Gerard Thevenot won the 
Forbes Pre-Worlds on a La 
Mouette Topless. You can 
contact La Mouette via email 
at LaMouette@planetb.fr • 

Fly Castelluccio Paramotor 
This Italian manufacturer of 
paramotors has a range of 

. products including the Mach 
and Compact lines. 

The Mach 1 Light (18kg) 
suits pilots up to 120 kg. The 
Mach 3 (17kg) is the best 
compromise between light 
weight and power and suits 
pilots up to 100kg. The Mach 2 
(14kg) is lighter again and suits 
pilots up to 85kg. 

The Compact range offers 
two new models: L and M. The 
Compact L (18kg) suits pilots 
up to 110kg, for the Compact 
M (17kg) pilot weight is up to 
95kg and all paramotors come 
with a one year guarantee. 

For more information contact 
Fly Casteluccio Paramotors, 
Via O. Iannella 32, 63100 (AP) 
Italy. Fax: +39 736 255630. • 

A Success Story: 1996 Women's Skills Advancement 
Clinic, Manilla NSW 

Twenty-six women attended 
I the clinic and were rewarded 

with lectures and debriefs 
from coaches Fred Gungl and 
Rohan Holtkamp. 

Everyone learned more 
about thermalling techniques, 
cross country flying skills and 
self confidence. Despite strong 
winds, restricting flying to the 
early morning and late evenings, 
participants left the clinic with 

HGFA Bulletin 32 

Bulletin 32 is now available 
from your club secretaries and 
contains: 
• HGFA Notice of Meeting, 
• Items agenda schedule, 
• Competition Committee 

agenda topics, 
• HGFA's new insurance policy, 

copy of policy & certificate 
of currency. • 

some great new expenences, 
not the least of which was a 
go at bridge swinging! 

Although future funding 
has been lost, Barbara Utech is 
keen to organise another clinic 
next year at Canungra, QLD . 
Anyone with suggestions, ideas 
or support for this event should 

. contact: Barbara Utech, PO 
Box 61, Canungra QLD 4275 
or by ph/fax: 07 55437237. • 

FAI Provisional records 

Paragliders - Tandem 
Distance via single turnpoint: 
59.1km 
Site: South Africa, 17/1/97, 
Chris Dawes (UK) 
Hang Gliding - Tandem 
Distance to goal- 36km 
Site: South Africa, 12/1/97, 
Judy Leden (UK), 
Steve Varden 
Hang glider: To be advised • , 



Homologated FAI 
World Records 
Hang Gliders - General 
1. Distance over triangle: 205km 
Site: Schmittenhohe (A), 
1716/96, Jo Bathmann (D) 
Hang glider: Bautek Sunrise 
2. Speed over a 25km triangle: 
26.72km/h 
Site: Mansfield, USA, 117/96 
Stewart Midwinter (Can) 
Hang glider: Swift 
3. Speed over a 50km triangle: 
23.91km/h 
Site: Mansfield, USA, 1/7/96 
Stewart Midwinter (Can) 
Hang glider: Swift 
4. Speed over a 100km triangle: 
25.57km/h 
Site: Mansfield, USA, 8/7/96 
Stewart Midwinter (Can) 
Hang glider: Swift 
Powered Paraglider - Solo 
1. Time to climb to 3,OOOm: 
31min 20sec 
Site: Aerodrome de Bergerac 
(F), 20/7/96, Pierre Allet (F) 
Aircraft: to be advised 
2. Altitude: 5,051m 
Site: Aerodrome de Bergerac 
(F), 20/7/96, Pierre Allet(F) 
Aircraft: Technic' air Koyott 
(modified, 28hp) 
3. Straight line distance without 
landing: 307.41 km 
Site: Aerodrome d'Avranches 
(F) to Loubille (F), 28/7/96, 
Pierre Allet (F) 
Aircraft: Technic' air Koyott 
(modified, 28hp) 
Microlights - Multiplace 
1. Speed over 500km closed cir
cuit without landing: 82.08km/h 
Site: Griesau (D), 29/9/96, 
Robert Mair (D), D. Spekking 
Aircraft: Enduro XP, Rotax 582 
2. Distance over closed circuit 
without landing: 503.4km 
Site: Griesau (D), 29/9/96, 
Robert Mair (D), D. Spekking 
Aircraft: Enduro XP, 
Rotax 582 • 

Never Say Die' 
John Pendry's NSD clothing 
label has come up with more 
new designs to add to their 
range. T-shirts, long sleeved T's 
or sweatshirts come in 3 sizes 
and are of high quality. 

Contact John Pendry at 
NSD on ph:+33 468643008 
or fax: +33 468645676 for our 
nearest dealer. • 

Cancellation of Records 
Paragliding 
1. Straight distance: 33 7km 
Site: Kuruman airfield (SA), 
25/12/95, Bojan Macic (Slov) 
Current World Record· 283.9km 
(Alex Francois Louw, 31112/92) 
2. Straight distance to declared 
goaL- 280km 
Site: Kuruman airfield (SA), 
25/12/95, Bojan Macic (Slov) 
Current World Record· 250.2km 
(Alex Francois Louw, 18/12/94) 
Paragliding - Multiplace 
Straight distance: 306km 
Site: Kuruman airfield (SA), 
25/12/95, Nal Kralj (Slov), 
Current World Record· 283.9km 
(Alex Francois Louw, 31112/92) 
Reason for cancellation of all the 
above: Unauthorised penetration 
of controlled airspace. • 

New Sec-tion 7, FAI 
Sporting Code out now 
The new Section 7 is available 
for downloading on the FAl 
Internet server at: ftp://193.49. 
140.1 OO/pub_fai/sportin~codel 
pc in Word 6 for Windows 
format as a compressed zip file 
or self-extracting compressed file. 
An HTML version is in prepa
ration and will be on the FAl 
website in the near future. • 

Amendment to Section 7 
The "Distance via a single 
turnpoint" record (former 
paragraph 3.4.3) has been 
deleted in the new edition. 

No new applications for this 
type of record will be accepted 
after March 1, 1997. 

An updated list of Class 0 
. World Records can be found at: 

http://www.fai.org/ .... fai/hanwli 
dingl recordsl rec_h3 .html 

Thierry Montigneaux, FAl 

New CIVL PR Posting 
CIVL is the branch of the FAl responsible for the international 
aspects of hang gliding and paragliding. It consists of unpaid 
volunteers from these sports who have been selected by their 
national associations to represent them at FAl level. 

CIVL has now taken on Sarah Fenwick as a paid Public Relations 
co-ordinator to help advance and promote the sports of hang 
gliding and paragliding within the FAl and the worldwide arena. 

Sarah has been flying since 1984. For 4 years she was Sales and 
Marketing Manager for Airwave, has been a member of the British 
Team at World and European PG Championships and held 3 PG 
World Records. Recently she has become an FAl Steward and has 
run her own PR and Event Management business. 

Sarah has already started work on the long list of CIVL projects. 
Tasks include the International Pilot Proficiency Identification Card 
(IPPI), encouraging more FAl sanctioned Category 2 comps and an 
International Pilot Ranking System for both hang glider and paragli
der pilots, taking into account results from Cat. 1 and Cat. 2 comps. 

Sarah can be contacted about CIVL matters at: Cloud 10,46 
Nodgham Lane, Caris brooke, Isle of Wight, P030 1NY, England. 
Ph/fax: +44 1983 523003 or email: cloud10@zetnet.co.uk • 

80gong CUp 1997 
This year's Cup was an
altogether international affair 
and was won by Manfred 
Ruhmer (A), while Tomas 
was at Wilcannia trying to 
break records. 
Kraig Coomber finished 
best Aussie in 8th place. 

Results Points 

Manfred Ruhmer (A) 6698 

2 Guido Gehrmann 10) 6115 

3 Sandy Dittmar (Ven) 5838 

4 Lukas Etz 5748 

5 Martin Harri (CH) 5729 

6 Chris Arai (USA) 5678 
,-

7- Herolf Heinrichs 5457 

8 Kraig Coomber (Aus) 5384 

9 Allan Barnes (GB) 5295 

10 Franz Herrmann 5209 

Women 

16 Karl Castle (USA) 4756 

21 Kathleen Rigg (GB) 4317 

~33 Nikki Ha~iltoA (GB) 3769 

Garmin GPS 11 
The new GARMIN GPS 11 
is said to be ideal for sport 
aviation. As well as the 
popular GARMIN features, 
including a moving map, the 
GPS 11 can have its display 
projected in either vertical 
format, for handheld use, or 
horizontal format, for use on 
a hang glider basebar. 

The GPS 11 can load 
250 waypoints, store up to 
20 reversible routes, 106 map 
datums and has a refresh rate 
of once every second. Other 
features are an in-flight 
controlled zoom button, a 
tip odometer and track back. 

Custom made brackets 
for hang glider basebar or 
dashboard mounting are 
optional. The new GPS 11 
is available from Ultralight 
Flying Machines and other 
GPS dealers. • 
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Avalon Airshow 197 

The 1997 Avalon Airshow was held from the 18th to 23rd February. 
Once again the HGFA was represented by pilots from Victoria. 
Even though we were located a bit out of the way this year, it seemed 
the people genuinely interested in hang gliding or paragliding still 
managed to hunt us down, ask all sorts of questions and were 
pleased with the information they could take away. Back issues of 
Skysailor were particularly popular. Many pilots from allover Oz 
who had managed to get to Victoria for the day also stopped by. 

The next show promises to be just as big and hopefully the 
HGFA will have their own tent and be able to set up a display to our 
own design. We also still intend to persuade the Airshows Down
under management to let an Australian pilot provide the hang gliding 
flying display to give our sport a more realistic representation than 
the, very expensive, especially imported American pilot did this year. 

Congratulations to Airborne for their flying routine. The sight 
of the six trikes cruising over the main stand so close together and 
with so little effort was bound to make some of the pilots of more 
expensive aircraft take notice. 

Thanks to Margaret at HGFA head office for sending the posters 
and pamphlets and thanks to all the hang glider and paraglider 
pilots who helped on the stand. See you at the next show in 1999! 

Tony Hughes 

Cairns HG Club 1997 Gillies Competition 

This year's annual Gillies competition will be extended to a full 
week) allowing us to. include the Rex. Visitors will also be able to 
combine their visit to the comp with a trip to the reef 
Further details will be given nearer the time. 

Lance Keough 

Northern Beaches HG Club 
Our first meeting of the new year at the new venue, Long Reef 
Golf Club, was a great success. l\1embership fees are now due 
so please support the club and ensure that we have your current 
address and telephone number for the membership list. 

The plans for the Long Reef headland upgrade were 
displayed for comment and will commence soon. Our thanks 
to Dane Snelling for liaising with the Council. 

Glenn Salmon showed a video of the Australian Nationals at 
Hay as well as bringing a new topless Moyes glider for inspection. 

Congratulations to club members who performed well at 
the comps, in particular Mark Robertson (lst C-grade Nationals, 
prize winner Bogong Cup), Ian Duncan (3rd B-Grade Nationals) 
and Glenn Salmon who flew well in the Nationals, elevating 
himself to 49th on the national ladder. 

. The '97 calendar has been compiled and is available at Club 
meetings. Forthcoming trips are: April 25-27 Manilla (interclub 
comp), May 10-11 Rhylstone towing endorsement W-E, May 
24-25 Blackheath, June 14-15 Bathurst, June 21-22 Manilla. 

Any changes will be advised at meetings. Aerotowing at" · 
Rhylstone will be available on a regular basis, contact Bill Moyes 
or Dane Snelling for details. 

Happy Landings) Mike -warner 
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WAG Update 
By 21 February, 40 FAl member 
countries had registered and paid 
fees to participate in the World 
Air Games. Closing date for 
payment of registration fees is 
1 June and discounts are 
available until 31 March. 

The organisers THK 
(Turkish Aeronautical 
Association) are well on target 
to exceed the most optimistic 
estimates for participation. In 
some disciplines numbers are 
already being limited. 100 
balloons have already registered, 
when only 90 participating 
crews were expected. News of 
the spectacular scenery and 
challenging flying had spread 
rapidly after the 1996 test 
competltlon. • 

Air Sports Live on TV 
Another important "first" 
for the World Air Games will 
be extensive live international 
TV "E " coverage. urosport 
cable network, watched by 
millions of viewers throughout 
Europe, will carry up to 16 
hours of transmission from 
WAG. ART will provide 
similar coverage throughout 
the Middle East, and the 
national Turkish networks 
will broadcast within Turkey 
(5 Turkish channels have made 
financial contributions to the 
organisers). A major break
through is imminent in North 
America. Successful negotiations 
with a TV syndicate would 
provide pictures of WAG to 
60% of North American 
TV channels. • 
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Lower Blue Mountains Club 

We thank Glen and Sue Connors for their work in guiding and 
assisting us through the running of the Corryong Cup. Both are 
now taking a well earned rest from organising this contest, after 
putting in long hqurs for a number of years. Thanks again from 
all of us. 

The 'CorryOrig Cup: was again a very enjoyable contest. 
Read the full report on page 10. Cup T-shirts will still be 
available for a short time. They depict an eagle demolishing the 
leading edge of a glider and sold like hot cakes at the compo 
A lim,ited run is available at $15 plus $2p&p. Contact Graeme 
on 02 96286245 for orders. Payment is required up front and 
delivery time is approx. 2 weeks after receipt of order. Please give 
size and leading edge colour (mauve or blue). 

A number of old sites re-opened and new sites are becoming 
available west of Lithgow. Our club members have enjoyed 
good flights from some of these and, although further flying 
will determine their full potential, they look promising so far. 
Please contact the club for details of when we are next flying 
these sites. They are sensitive and a number of requirements 
have to be fulfilled before flying, so give us a call and you'll be 
welcome to come along. 

Club pilots have noted that on occasion horses were located 
in Mt Blackheath bomb-out paddock. 
Please be cautious when setting up your approach and land well 
clear of any livestock, especially horses. Inquiries regarding Mt 
Blackheath should be directed to the Northern Beaches dub. 
Scheduled event: Hunter Valley weekend (25-27 April). Call the 
dub contacts for further details. 

Graeme Garlick 

-0------- ---------
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New Dual Skyfloater 
The new Discovery 210 has 
been certified for pilot clip in 
weights of 114-178kg. It 
retains the light handling, low 
stall speeds and superb sink rate 
the Discovery Skyfloater gliders 
have become renowned for. 

This dual wing can also 
be flown solo, with an optional 
extra pair of outer leading 
edges for pilot clip in weights 
from 83-1 14kg. Winching and 
aero towing capabilities are the 
same as the standard solo 
Discoveries, retaining light 
pitch and roll characteristics 
with no tendency to yaw or 
dutch roll. 

For further details contact 
Offpiste Limited, 52 Long St, 
Dursley, Gloucestershire, 
GLll 4JB, England. Fax: 
+44 1453 546537. • 

, 
Byron Bay HG Club 

The club has a new executive 
committee for '97 which will 
continue the good work of 

. . 
prevIOUS comnuttees to promote 
and look after member's 
interests as well as our sites. 

Our club has many new 
and up and coming pilots and 
guidance from our wiser pilots 
should provide them with a 
safe progression. I will be 
continuing on as president and 
have also been appointed 550. 
I will be available for discussion 
regarding to flying and 
increasing pilot awareness 
towar~ safety consciousness. 

Brian Rushton 

SAFETY NOTICE: G-Sport Spiral instability 
In a recent fatal accident, a pilot hit the ground after a series of tight 
360's on a Firebird G-Sport M, after not responding to directions 
from his instructor. The following warning was published in Cross 
Country magazine: 

The G-Sport M has been noted during tests to behave neutral or 
unstable in spiral dives. The glider stays in 360's and accelerates even 
if the pilot releases the brakes. To leave a spiral descent requires pilot 
input (weightshift, steering and braking). 

Instructors should familiarise themselves with certification reports 
for each wing's various models and sizes. The behaviour in spiral 
dives is often affected by the setting of the chest strap. Certification 
in Standard category relies on using the same chest strap setting as 
used during the tests to guarantee stable spiral dive behaviour where 
exiting occurs without any pilot input. However, it's quite possible 
that the same glider with the chest strap loosened has neutral or 
unstable behaviour in spirals, requiring pilot input to exit. It has 
to be pointed out to students that the chest strap setting as 
recommended on the certification sticker is important or exiting 
can require pilot action. 

Several cases have shown that pilots can lose partial or total 
consciousness when in tight 360's, they are not harmless and should 
be performed with care. 

Holsworthy Airport 

Dominique jorand 

Conondale Fliers 

Conondale Fliers are alive and well 
UIe turn some circles and hope like hell 
UIe have the stuff to do the trick 
To gain some height and do some clicks. 

Upright flight is just not in 
Floating's out and flying's in 
Win the day and drink some beer 
Conondale Fliers, happy new year! 

john 'Blaino' 

To object to the Federal 
Government proposal to locate 
an airport at Holsworthy, closing 
Stanwell Park to hang gliders, 
please write to any of the 
following addresses: 

696 Ansett Award winner 
Paul Mollison 

The 1996 Australian Society of 
Sport Administrators Ansett 
award for the Honorary Section 
was presented to the HGFA's 
Paul Mollison. A National Board 
member and an international 
delegate for 6 years, he also co
organised and directed the 4th 
Women's World Hang Gliding 
Championships in January '96. 

Second Sydney Airport EIS 
Study Team 
PO Box 669, 
Liverpool NSW 2170 

The Hon. john Howard PM 
Prime Minister 
Parliament House, 
Canberra ACT 2600 

The Hon. john Sharp MP 
Minister for Transport 
Parliament House, 
Canberra ACT 2600 

Do not wait 'til your site is lost! 

Paul designed and developed 
the HGFA membership and 
pilot qualification database, as 
well as the Australian competition 
scoring system, which has now 
been upgraded and adopted as 
the official international system. 
He was also involved in writing 
the HGFA Operations Manual. 
Congratulations to Paul 
Mollison and thank you for 
your contributions to the sport. 

Vonblon Liga Integral 
and Zeta Reserve 
Handles Failure 
During tests of PG harnesses 
Liga Integral and Zeta the 
opening of the handle of the 
integrated reserve chute 
container failed. Vonblon have 
used this handle for the Liga 
Integral and Zeta harnesses 
and all of these harnesses are 
affected. 

The DHV recommends 
that handles of all harnesses 
referred to should be checked 
and if necessary repaired by 
the manufacturer. Contact 
Elmar Vonblon, Grav 33, 
A-6710 Nenzing, Austria. 
Ph: +43 5525 62460. 

Martin jursa, DHV 

New Nova Axon 
While maintaining DHV2"in 
safety, handling and easy lauch 
characteristics, the new Axon 
offers increased performance 
over its Phocus predecessor. 
As a Performance Intermedi
ate, the Axon won the DHV2 
class of the Stubai Cup glide 
angle contest. 

Nova's Xenon has also 
maintained its reputation 
by winning the World 
ConstruCtor's Cup for the 
3rd time and placing 1st at 
the Castejon Pre-Worlds. 

Rob Schroettner, Nova 

Stubai CUp 
Glide Angle Contest 
Results 

Intermediates 

1 Nova Axon 28 

2 Airea Aspect L 

3 Firebird Flame L 

4 UP Soul L 

5 Edel Saber 

6 Swing Mistral 

7 Pro Design Pro-Feel 

8 Paratech P60 M 

9 Comet Voyager 

Open Class 

1 Pro Design Max 69 

2 UP Escape 

3 Apco Zen 2 

4 Airwave Alto XMX 

DHV2 

DHV2 

DHV2 

DHV2 

DHV2 

DHV2 

DHV2 

DHV2 

DHV2 

Prototype 

Prototype 

Prototype 

Acpul Compo 

5 Edel Sector Prototype 

I> Mac Heaven Prototype 

7 Swing Ventus DHV2-3 

8 Air-Sport N~s Cbmp. Prototype 

9 Airsystems Njam-Njam Prototype 

10 Paratech P7 Prototype 
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A NDREW KENNE DY 

When I opened my eyes again, I realised I was still 

on the beach. I must have fallen asleep. Now, returning from 

some unfinished dream, I suddenly found myself holding onto my 

arm which felt like a rag doll. 

Had it really only been a minute since I . 
had tried to set up the best final glide to 
the spot in the Rainbow Beach Fly-In? 

After a great speed run up the beach from Teewah 
(18km in 12min), I had thought "Yes, this time 

a place is mine". 
I had made 3rd place with 30km in the distance 

task the 1st day of the competition, after almost 
making it past a duneless stretch at Freshwater. An 
additional 20 feet on leaving the last hill would have 
meant a successfull crossing and the ubiquitous Carlo 
would never have overtaken me for a landing 50m 
further along the beach. 

Today I had been circling lazily in smooth lift, just far enough 
past the finish gate to be certain not to distract the field of seasoned 
competition pilots diving over the finish line below. Every time I 
came around I noted more about the conditions for the spot landing 
and happily observed the varying degrees of unsuccessfulness my 
peers enjoyed. Some approached from the north, others from the 
south, but so far I hadn't seen anyone touch the spot (although 
Kevin had given it a fairly hard nudge).Why were their approaches 
so different? The wind was almost square onto the ridge and it was 
no mean feat to judge which way the air was flowing along the beach, 
as it searched out a path over and around the coastal dunes. 

I strained my eyes to catch sight of Cookie's chinese lantern 
windsock again. The wind was definitely showing a slight swing from 
the north. Another glider made a good approach from the south as 
though he had seen the swing too. I began to meander back to the 
south, while trying to guess whether the pilot flying below me was 
getting ready to come in as well. 

Well, I was ready now! My flight path was mapped out to arrive 
at the ground coinciding with the spot. I had the perfect solution to 
this problem spot, tucked in tightly to the base of the hill: I would 
lose my height 500m to the south, cruise a lime over best glide 
towards the target, move in and out of the lift band to adjust my 
height, then put the glider onto the optimum glide, tuck in tight, 
fast and low to the base of the hill and turn away at the last moment 
to be almost fully headwind for the last 30m to my graceful touch 

~ 

down in the centre of the spot to the cheers of the crowd. I was so 
certain about the outcome, I even regretted that I hadn't seen my 
wife, Katie, arriving to back up the cheer squad. 

The first part of my plan went well. Some high banked turns 
(well, I thought they were wingovers), followed by smooth circles 
down to my desired height, 100ft or so above the beach. As I began 
to follow the ridge along to my destination I suddenly thought ''I'm 
too high". Prepared for just this situation, I turned towards the sea 
for long enough to rid myself of the pesky excess height. As soon as 
I returned to my heading, I realised I had blown it. I was sinking fast 
and had to pull one out of the bag to beat the wind gradient that had 
just fooled me. There had to be some lift left on the ridge. Only 
moments before I had been floating anywhere I wanted over this 
beach. It just wasn't fair. 

Determined, I clung to my dream of success at "Rainbow" after 3 
years of non placement. I hooked into the ridge to squeeze out a few 
more feet. In the almost imperceptible lift, right in close to the trees, 
I was able to stretch my glide just a little more, but all to no avail. As 
I turned onto final, I saw the she-oaks on the beach rising to challenge 
my flight path. The spot was another 80ft away and I was almost on 
the sand as I strained every height conserving muscle in my body. 

Another 65ft left to go and the beach was brushing the soles of 
my feet now, but did I give up? No! "I won't have to flare hard, with 
that lime headwind, I'll just slide a yard or so across the sand and run 
it out ... " Suddenly, the nose dropped as a damp patch of sand 
grabbed my basebar savagely and I watched in horror while my arm 
folded inside out at the elbow. Something went 'bang' inside, it was 
suddenly just a trifle painful and I passed out. 

The places went to 1st Matt Savage, 2nd Carlo and 3rd Woody 
from Byron Bay. Congratulations guys. A big thank you to Cathy 
Edmunds, Dave Cookman and Alf Carter who worked tirelessly 
for us again this year organising and running this low key but ~ 
fun and unpretentious competition. a1 

Thanks also to all who nursed me and helped me off the beach 
particularly Kendie, Cathy & Louella, Aif Carter and sons Bryan 
and Peter for packing up my glider and the visitors jom South Australia 
Mark and Nadege who spent the entire evening taking me to hospital 
and back and Katie who has helped nurse my dislocated elbow 
for the last six weeks. 

-7~.-.::r-
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OSCEOLA FLIES AGAIN 
(Reprinted from Hang Gliding, December 1996) 

John Stokes, Osceola and Neal Harris. 

T he two hunters quickly surrounded the bird and one of them 
took his jacket off and tossed it over the eagle. The eagle was 
scooped up in a protective wrap that gave the rescuer control 

over the raptor's powerful feet. The hunters promptly called the local 
game warden and transferred the eagle to him. At the time, I worked 
at the Memphis Zoo and was in charge of the Raptor Rehab 
Program. The warden called me about the injured bird and asked 
if I could meet him near Osceola, Arkansas. I drove for an hour to 
examine the compound fracture of the eagle's wing. The bone was 
exposed and the wing looked pretty bad. I carefully wrapped the wing 
and returned to the zoo. The staff vet, Dr. Mike Douglas, x-rayed the 
bird's entire body and checked for parasites. He then decided to pin 
and wire the broken humerus back together, but had doubts this 
would help. The eagle had been on the ground about a week before 
he was found. 

The wing refused to heal and the eagle, now named Osceola, had 
become very sick due to the toxins in the infected limb. A decision 
was made to amputate the wing to save the bird's life. He would live, 
but never fly again. 

Osceola quickly rebounded from the surgery and adjusted to the 
lack of a wing. I began taking him to my educational shows. A year . 
went by and Osce had become well known in the Memphis and 
Mid-South area. Even though he wasn't white-headed yet, people 
were excited to see our national symbol up close. Most were saddened 
by what had happened to him and many expressed dismay that he 
would never fly again. 

Then an idea came to me. Perhaps he could fly again with my 
help. I had been a hang glider pilot for about nine years. Maybe 
I could construct a harness for him and take him flying with me. 
Pilots took their dogs with them, why not an eagle? 

The' idea was good. Unfortunately, to my disbelief, Osce was then 
ordered to be sent to another wildlife facility. I was looking at a new 
post with a group in Nashville that was starting a raptor rehab and 
educational facility and the proper arrangements were made to sent 
Osceola to the Cumberland Wildlife Foundation. After about a year, 
I re-joined him there in early 1986. 

JOHN STOKES 

This is the story of Osceola, a one-winged eagle that 

returned to the sky through hang gliding. His story 

began in 1983 in a field in eastern Arkansas. 

Two rabbit hunters were crossing the field when they 

spotted an immature bald eagle on the ground, trying 

to become airborne. His left wing dangled as he ran 

and they concluded that he had been injured. 

Osceola's fame began to spread. He began hobnobbing with 
country stars and the governor of Tennessee and was made an 
Honorary Citizen of Nashville. He even became known to the hang 
gliding community as we did shows for the Tennessee Tree Toppers, 
the 1988 Nationals and the East Coast Championships. Flying with 
Osce had not been forgotten, but shelved momentarily because of 
my busy work schedule. 

In 1989 I decided it was time to try to get Osceola in the air. I 
contacted Mark Stump, an Arkansas pilot, who made harnesses. We 
discussed my plan and I sent Osce's dimensions and materials for a 
harness. Mark quickly -made the first of three harnesses for the eagle, 
but it was too small. I'd forgotten to allow room for the zippers. 
Mark made a second harness which seemed to be the right size. 

I became very busy that year. The Cumberland Wildlife 
Foundation was a non-profit organisation with about 60 birds to care 
for and little money in the bank. The President left for another job 
and I was left to try to keep the organisation alive and the birds fed. 

John and Osceola on the launch dolly, prior to take off. 
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OSCEOLA FLIES AGAIN 
Later that year, we merged CWF with another non-profit group, 
the National Foundation to Protect American Eagles, headed by 
Al Cecere. Osce, the NFP AE staff and I began to travel across the 
country, visiting schools, parks, businesses, television shows and a 
variety of special events in order to educate the public about the need 
to save and protect American eagles. Over the year, Osce became 
nationally recognised by millions of people as a one-winged "spokes
eagle" for his species in the wild. 

In 1990, negotiations with Dollywood, Dolly Parton's theme park 
in Pigeon Forge, Tennessee, began. In January 1991, agreements were 
made for Dollywood to house and display the eagles we cared for and 
support the educational shows we were conducting, and we relocated. 
Dollywood had built a fine facility, including breeding and holding 
enclosures and the largest eagle aviary in the U.S., Eagle Mt. 
Sanctuary. In a theatre next door we conducted our "Wings of 
America" show with Osceola as its star. In our first year more than 
500,000 people attended our show and saw the eagles on display. 

Flying with Osce was once again back-burnered. My own flying 
was limited to a few mountain flights and training hill work. Only 
Osce's harness got some hang time in rehabilitating a couple of 
injured eagles. In December 1995, I told Al, my boss, that I warited 
to make a serious effort to fly with Osce. He agreed. I finally hung 
Osce in his harness and discovered a major flaw: He could easily 
wiggle out it. I didn't want this to happen at 3,000 feet! An internal 
zipper and some Velcro straps had to be added to comfortably restrain 
him. I took the harness to Lookout Mountain Flight Park to see what 
they could do. After talking to Alan, Kat and Meredith in the harness 
shop about all the chaI?-ges needed, Alan said it would be cheaper to 
build a new one. Thus a new, improved harness was constructed, 
shipped and given its first fitting. To my surprise, Osce did very w~ll 
in it. Even hanging for 15 to 30 minutes at a time, he kept very calm. 
This new harness would be the one to take him back to the sky. 

The next step was to climb into my harness and hook Osce in 
next to me. He was hanging a little too close and we devised an 
outrigger system to move him about six inches out, while still 
remaining connected to my hang point. This worked fine. Next, 
we had to isolate his 2.5-inch talons from my harness and me. I 
didn't want his talons scraping my harness, or him grabbing some
thing and becoming entangled, so I devised a foot shield for him. 

We'd reached the ground-testing phase. My pilot friend Tim 
Locke, donated the use of his truck. My assembled glider, in flying 
position, was placed on the bed of his truck (a la platform towing). 
Osce and I were then both hooked in. We proceeded to drive around 
one of Dollywood's huge parking lots. This gave Osce the sensation 
of movement and he was fine until we began a turn. He would then 
start to move his feet, would snag one of his talons on the foot shield 
and panic. I finally removed the shield and attached Osce's leather 
jesse straps to a bungee which was then connected to the end of my 
harness. This worked! Osce calmly enjoyed everything, including the 
turns, now. I then modified the foot shield so it would only be on 
the harness side and the side facing the flying wires. 

Next we had to get permission to fly with Osceola from the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Originally, permission was denied, 
but with the help of Carmen Simonton from the permit office, 
we finally got the OK, partly because the flying was going to be 
included in a special series on the Disney Channel. 
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We were now ready. I'd decided to use aerotowing. Since the pilot 
is already in flying position, this would prove to be ideal to get Osce 
airborne. Lookout Mountain Flight Park was close by and their 
aerotow team had over 5 years of towing experience. I'd made my first 
aerotows there two years ago and was comfortable with the setup. 
Matt Taber generously loaned me a Falcon 195 which is easier to tow 
than the Formula I fly, and this would allow me to concentrate on 
the eagle during the flights. 

I made the first tow flight with Osceola's harness to see if the 
modified foot shield would cause any problems. Sure enough, it 
caught air, causing the harness to turn sideways. Al suggested I 
remove the shield and wrap Osce's feet and talons with a bandage. 
This would allow his feet to move freely without his talons scraping 
my harness. We returned a week later and this time we wrapped 
Osce's feet with foam rubber and a stretchy self-sticking bandage 
called Vet Wrap. With Osceola loaded aild wrapped, I climbed into . 
my harness, and hooked into the glider. Osceola was then attached 
to my harness. We were now ready. 



I signaled to the tow pilot, Neal Harris, the ultralight engine 
revved and we were soon rolling to a take-off. The glider lifted off 
the dolly and I held my altitude at about 20 feet until the tug got 
into the air. I could feel Osce moving his feet, I'm sure he didn't 
expect to be this high off the ground. As we gained altitude and the 
ground dropped away, he settled down. He began looking around, 
perhaps realising that he was in the air again, albeit not exactly as he'd 
known before, but as close as humanly possible. We reached 2,000ft 
and I pulled the release lever. We were now free flying at about 
20mph and Osce was turning his head, looking at the top of the 
mountain, the sky, the ground, the glider and me. About 100ft below 
us was a pair of red-tailed hawks. He immediately spotted them and 
watched as they passed to the front, side and finally behind us. For 
13 years he could only look up at soaring hawks; now he was looking 
at the tops of their wings! 

Osceola really seemed to enjoy the flight. He still didn't like turns 
and would move his feet when I made one. After about 10 minutes 
of free flying it was time to land. He didn't like the landing approach 
either because it combined turns with speed, but at 50ft above the 

ground he settled down. I landed on my wheels, elated that the flight 
had gone so well. As I unhooked from the glider Osce had a look 
like, "Hey rookie, is that the best you can do? I used to land in trees 
better than that!" 

One flight was enough for that day and I drove back home to 
Pigeon Forge. While reviewing the flight, something struck me: I 
had always felt bad for what had happened to Osceola. But thinking 
about the way he'd watched the red-tails below us made me sad and 
a little choked up. How he must miss flying! He no longer enjoys the 
freedom to go where he wants. Even I have more freedom as a flying 
birdman than he does. 

We returned a week later with a film crew from the Disney 
Channel. Just before sunset we made a beautiful2,000ft tow. Matt 
Taber piloted the Dragonfly with a cameraman on board, but there 
wasn't enough light left for fuming. It didn't matter to Osceola, he 
was flying again. He got to see the sun setting behind Lookout, a 
world painted with orange and rosy hues. He still didn't care for my 
landing technique, but much to his delight, I landed on my feet this 
time. After unhooking us and putting Osce in his sky kennel for the 
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OSCEOLA FLIES AGAIN 
night, the film crew attached a digital video camera to the glider's 
left wing in preparation for the next morning's flights. 

Thursday dawned clear and cool. The glider was set on the launch 
dolly and wheeled into place. Neal had taken the tug for a flight to 
check the morning air and announced: "Smooth as glass! " Osce and 
I suited up and hooked into the suspension straps on the glider. 
Our flight plan was to go to 4,000ft. This allowed Matt and the 
cameraman in the chase ultralight to get plenty of shooting time. 
The tug was in position and the towline was then connected. I 
checked the release system. Ready. 

This would be the highest flight Osce had made in 13 years. 
The take-off was uneventful and we began our 10-minute climb to 
the designated altitude. The air was incredibly clear! I was amazed at 
how far I could see and how crisp and detailed everything appeared. 
By the time we reached release altitude I could see the Tennessee 
River as it wound its way around Chattanooga and churned toward 
the northwest into Alabama. I could see the Smoky Mountains, 
some 70 miles in the distance - no telling what Osce could see with 
his superior vision. Possibly Atlanta some 100 miles to the south? 
His head was in motion, looking one way, then the other and his eyes 
reflected a sense of fascination. 

The glide down didn't last as long as it normally would have. 
When the photo ultralight came close, I increased my speed to match 

AIRPLAY 
••••••• • 

SCHOOL OF HANG GLIDING 
CAIRNS 
••••••• 

for sale $15,000 
WET SEASON FINISHED - HOLIDAY SEASON JUST 

STARTING, PERFECT WINTER WEATHER. 

ALL EQUIPMENT, GLIDERS, HARNESS, RADIOS, ETC. 

ALL LEASES AND PERMITS FOR TRAINING SITES. 

WILL RETURN PURCHASE PRICE IN 3 MONTHS. 

You need to be quick ! 

PHONE WARWICK GILL 

018 e 187659 
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its, degrading my glide in the process. This time, Osceola didn't seem 
to mind the speed, maybe because we were higher. 

We made 3 more flights that day. With each one, Oscebecame 
calmer during the launch and landing procedures. During our last 
flight, thermals started to form and we entered a small one and 
gained a little altitude, once again something Osce hadn't experienced 
in a while. With the camera on the nose of the glider, our last landing 
was made on the wheels. We unhooked and I put Osce, minus his 
harness, on his travelling perch to allow him to cool off and get a well 
deserved drink of water. He had a different look about him - possibly 
one of elation. He had now made eight flights and had a total of 2 
hours and 10 minutes of airtime. Not bad for an eagle with one wing! 

As I look back on our flights now, it's hard to believe it has finally 
happened. It has been a 12-year dream, filled with false starts and 
occasional disappointment, but I never gave up and finally I was able 
to give something back to Osce, something we both understood. 

As Osceola was sitting on his perch a glider came in to land. 
He watched it and then looked at me as if he were saying, n 
"What are we waiting for? Let's go back for another!" a1 

I would like to thank Matt Taber and the folks at Lookout Mountain Flight 

Park for helping me make this happerz. Thanks also go to Al Cecere, my 
supervisor, and to Carmen Simonton of the us. Fish and Wildlife Service 

for her efforts in getting official permission to make this possible. Thanks also 

go to everyone else who helped make this a reality. 

Based at IIlawarra Regional Airport, we are the 
closest full time trike school to Sydney. 

We stock: 
• New and second hand Airborne and Pegasus trikes. 
• The full range of Comunica intercom systems including 

the super-lightweight Kevlar "Beta" helmet. 
• High-gain all stainless kingpost aerials. 
• The ultimate lightweight fully galvanised trailers. 
• Plus just about everything a trike pilot needs. 

PAUL HAINES (Chief Flying Instructor) 

(042) 941 031 (office) 018603 009 (airfield) 
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Tech Topics 

By now, we are all aware of the importance of clean filters, clean 
fuel and an uninterrupted supply of same to the carburettor(s). 
50 what other reason can our engine have for stopping? Only 

the absence of healthy sparks at the plug or a total engine seizure due 
to lack of oil. Running the fuel/air mixture too lean or having fiddled 
with the carby when you don't know what you're doing, will also 
usually oblige with a seizure and an expensive bill for engine parts. 

One of the most important of your regular maintenance items is 
the state of your spark plugs. Obviously you should inspect and clean 
the plug every 12.5 hours as per the Rotax schedule. 

The colour of the interior of the plug will also tell you a lot about 
the state of your engine's health. 

If you are getting lots of "clicking" interference on your radio, try 
changing the standard NGK plug (B8E5) for BR8E5. This is a spark 
plug with a 5,000 ohm resistor built into the core, for the purpose of 
cutting down radio frequency interference. 

Manoeuvres to Avoid, Part 2 
Unusual Attitudes 

As explained in Feb/March 5kysailor, most trikes have a placarded 
limitation of no more than 45° nose up or down from the horizontal. 
To exceed these limits is to invite trouble. 

Unusual attitudes can be caused by strong thermal or mechanical 
turbulence, by sudden sharp increase or decrease of power, by flying 
into wake turbulence, or by mishandling the controls. 

The attitude that causes the most trouble is the extreme nose high 
attitude; this is usually followed by the pilot snatching the bar in 
(wrong!) and cutting the power when the aircraft is nearly pointing 
vertically upwards. Unfortunately for our soon to be ex-pilot, this 
causes a rotational momentum and the aircraft, which has just 
stopped flying, in a fully stalled state, obediently rolls right over in 
a forward somersault from which there is is no recovery. 

The moral of the story is: Do not attempt to do huge whip-stalls or 

loops, as these tend to be terminal manoeuvres! 

Any qualified flying instuctor will demonstrate the approach to, 
and recovery from, a moderate unusual attitude, but by far the best 
procedure is never to fly in such a way as to get into the situation to 
start with. 

Remember /i superior is one who uses his superior j udgement to 

avoid having to use his superior skill » 

wake Turbulence 

As an aircraft flies, it leaves behind it severely disturbed air. Avoid 
flying, taking off or landing closely behind another aircraft, and be 
particularly careful of flying into your own wake turbulence. It is 
very easy to fly into your own wake during 360° turns and the effect 
can be quite violent. Microlights have been rolled as much as 90° by 
flying into their own wake. If you already happen to be in a bank, 
the pote~tial results are self-evident. Wake turbulence is greatest 

~ at high-G loadings, during turns or in slow flight. -.til 

Readers of Tech Topics are advised that the HGFA and Paul Haines do not hold themselves 
responsible for any of the solutions that may be offered to the problems contained in this 
bulletin. Any solutions constituting a modification of the aircraft's type approval certificate 
must be cleared with the manufacturer. 

Trike Accident/Incident Survey 

No reported Australian trike accidents this issue, but here is one from the UK 
for us all to learn from. 

Date No Ale Type Licence Total hours Type hours Injury 

26/1/97 8 Skylink Hornet Pilot 116 92 Minor 

Once again it was a good day for a solo fl ight, no wind to speak of, good visibil ity, 
smooth air, no thermic activity. What is this, are we talking about the UK here? 

Anyway, after a good bimble about this pilotthought it time to come down, you 
can have too much of a good thing I suppose. He was following another flexwing 
in the circuit and on the downwind leg they observed a fixed wing on long finals 
and, rightly, they both extended their circu it to al low the fixed wing to land, 
brilliant so far. 

Both the flexwings then completed their circu it and proceeded to land, the first 
touched down normally, but our man was too close fo r comfort to the preceeding 
aircraft and hit its wake turbulence. His right wing dipped and touched the 
runway. This caused the ai rcraft to cartwheel, caus ing extensive damage to the 
wing, and the pilot rece ived cuts to his leg, but he considered that to be a minor 
inconvenience compared to his damaged aircraft. 

Pilots should be aware that microl ight aircraft exhibit very strong wake 
turbulence generated by vortices formed by induced drag on a long aspect ratio 
wing at a high angle of attack. Give a good margin of time for th is to dessipate 
before landing after another aircraft, especially another microlight. 
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GAVIN NICHOLLS 

Pilots from the Western Victorian Hang Gliding Club 

had been talking for some time about driving 2,000km 

to one of Australia's most remote locations to do 

some serious record breaking flying. 

Thanks to Rohan Holtkamp, the trip was finally 

organised for 4 to 13 February 1997, and 20 people 

gathered, destined for the little WA/SA bordertown of 

Eucla on the Nullarbor plain. 

Why Eucla? The area boasts the longest stretch of 

coastal cliffs in the world: the "Great Australian 

Bight". These majestic limestone cliffs rise out of the 

ocean to a height of over 300ft and during the 

summer months, strong seabreezes prevail here ... . ' 
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T wo Hiace vans and Rohan's ute were loaded with 20 gliders and 
enough luggage to bottom the axles on all vehicles. 24 hours of 

bum numbing, non-stop driving later, we arrived at the Nullarbor 
roadhouse for breakfast. 

The following day, we followed the Eyre Highway for 200km 
along the coastal cliffs to our base camp destination at Border Village. 
Along the way we examined potential turnpoints and programmed 
our GPSs. Light wind conditions on arrival restricted our afternoon 
activities to exploring suitable launch sites, wandering along the white 
sandy beaches and visiting Eucla's meteorological station. Here we 
collected weather charts and information about the local conditions 
and were advised that large packs of wild dogs roamed the desert area 
around here and contact could prove fatal. This gave us an excellent 
incentive not to bomb out miles from launch or our pick-up crew. 
The wind strengthened late in the afternoon, but unfortunately 
from the SW Bruce, determined not to miss out on any flying, 
erected his old EF and spent 20 bumpy minutes ridge soaring the 
large sand dunes. 

O ur intended early start was interrupted by low clouds at 200ft 
agl and misty rain. Doing what hang glider pilots do best, we 

waited several hours for conditions to improve. The temptation to fly 
became so great that several pilots took to the air and reported that 
cloudbase had lifted to 400ft. Wilsons Bluff was soon swarming with 
gliders and the smooth breeze provided the novice pilots with a good 
opportunity to practice some top landings. Unfortunately, the 
morning did see one accident when Jorj broke her arm on landing, 
followed by an ambulance ride to Ceduna 480km away (I hope you 

had ambulance cover, Jorj). 
Although the wind direction had yet to improve, Rohan, Wes, 

Bruce, Coombsy and I, nevertheless decided to try our luck and fly to 
the large 300ft Nullarbor cliffs 25km to the east. The final few 
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Photograph5 top to bottom: 
Glider5 set up at Wil50n5 Bluff, Eucla 5and dune5. 
Rohan at 16km launch, taking off for a record breaking flight. 
Gavin Nicholls, Rohan Holtkamp, Geoff Tozer, Curtis Greenwood, Diane Kuipers, 
Stephen Kuipers, Shane Holtkamp, Harold Niblock, Geoff Coombs, Mike Duffield, . 
Bruce Atkinson, Dave King, Wesley Hill, Jorj Adamson, Russell Ferrier, Bill Irwin, 
Alex Yaschenko, Darrel Cochrane, Cassandra Schilling and Sheelagh Griffiths 
were attendee5 for the trip. 
All photos: Gavin Nicholls 

kilometres defeated us and our long awaited flight over these great 
cliffs had to wait for another day. 

Enthusiasm was dampened when we woke to rainy skies. Wasn't 
this supposed to be a desert? We relaxed until a break in the weather 
appeared at lunch time, but the wind never strengthened and most of 
us went to explore the large sand dunes or walk along the pristine 
beaches. However, some of the more zealous pilots couldn't keep out 
of the air and ridge soaring Wilsons Bluff and Eucla's sand dunes 
filled in the afternoon. Our hopes of flying the large Nullarbor coastal 
cliffs were dropping to an all time low. 

A gain we awoke to misty rain and low cloud, consequently a cave 
..L\.exploring trip was organised. By early afternoon the clouds 
started to break up, launching a mad rush back to camp to load 
gliders and equipment. Rohan, Bruce, Coorribsy and I went to the 
16km launch to reduce our flying distance to the large cliffs, the 
remainder set off for the easier launch site at Wilson Bluff The SE 
wind strengthened and once airborne, good lift lifted our hopes of 
flying the final 12km to the Nullarbor cliffs. 

Along the way I listened to the radio chatter of the other pilots 
enjoying the great conditions at Wilson Bluff until Rohan,made the 
long awaited announcement that he had made.it to the cliffs and the 
lift was good all the way. Coombsy, Bruce and I followed close 
behind and on arrival we were overcome by the spectacular sight 
ahead. The strong lift enabled height gains of 800ft and made it near 
impossib!e to fly below 150ft, even with the basebar held down past 
my waist. Rohan soon left us to attempt a new World record time for 
a 100km Out and Return. 

Flying his Shark 156 into a slight headwind, Rohan averaged a 
ground speed of approximately 50 km/h out and 75/80 km/h on 
return over a distance of 103.6km. In just under 1 hour 50 minutes 
he averaged a ground speed of 56 km/h and to quote Rohan on the 
conditions: "I've never burnt lift so extravagantly in all my life." 

for flying wo n~ FAI Worlll records 

in his Airborne Shark 144' 

AirBqJl1~ 
PO Box 42, Redhead NSW 2290 Australia 

Phone: 049449 199, Fax: 049449395. 
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The Great Eucla Expedition 

T he next morning started with a good strength wind (28-35mph), 
. but blowing too far from the east to be flyable. Based on 

previous days, we agreed conditions would probably not improve 
until mid-afternoon and another caving trip was organised. 

Bruce secured a rope to enable our descent into the sink hole and 
cave below. On entering the cave we were amazed by the enormity of 
these underground caverns, containing aqua blue waterholes larger 
than Olympic pools. . 

By 4pm weather conditions were similar to yesterday's. Today 
Rohan flew his Shark 144 and greatly improved his previous time for 
the 100km Out and Return. The flight took him 1 hour 36 minutes, 
averaging a ground speed of 64.8 km/h. Coombsy, Bruce, Wes and I 
enjoyed a leisurely scenic flight along the cliffs today and took plenty 
of photos. 50km from launch, the endless cliffs still disappeared into 
the distance in both directions, seemingly disappearing off the edge 
of the earth. At times we slowed down enough to hear the surf crash 
into the cliffs below. 

O ur morning routine was well rehearsed: Look out the window, 
examine the low cloudbase, wander outside and check the wind 

conditions. Today's cloudbase was low, however, wind strength and 
direction (SE 20-25mph) looked good for a great day's flying. After 
waiting for a small rain squall to pass, pilots soon launched from 
Wilsons Bluff and 16km lookout. Even the locals came out in force 
today, armed with video cameras to flim those crazy people launching 
off the cliffs and possibly even hoping for something to win them a 
prize on Funniest Home Videos. This day proved to be the best of 
the trip. Rohan smashed the standing World record time for the 
200km Out and Return with a 206km distance completed in 3 hours 
45 min, averaging a ground speed of 55km/h. 

Other pilots also achieved personal bests on this momentous day. 
Coombsy and myself completed a 225km Out and Return in 5 hours 
15 minutes, averaging a ground speed of 43km/h and also beating 
the standing World record for a 200km O&R. Bruce, Curtis and 
Harold flew 184km (100 miles) O&R in 6 hours. Many other pilots 
made it to the Nullarbor Cliffs, 'including Bill with his video camera. 
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That evening, over a quiet beer, many stories and comparisons on 
the days great flying were swapped. I would have loved to know what 
went through the minds of those people travelling across the great flat 
expanse below us. Along the cliffs we had seen motorists pulling off 
the highway at the many lookouts to view the magnificent coastline 
and experience its enormity and remoteness. However, some were 
more amazed at seeing several hang gliders racing past at 80km/h, 
200ft overhead and hundreds of kilometres from the nearest town. I 
also managed to startle a camper momentarily: He·was setting up a 
tent about 100ft from the edge of the cliff in this isolated location 
and as I flew overhead I yelled "Hey, You". Very confused, he looked 
in all directions, except up, to see no one. I was later told he realised 
what had happened and waved at the other pilots flying past. 

T he next day, the wind was blowing E-SE, making Wilsons Bluff 
the only just soarable place. Unable to resist a flight, most pilots 

flew around the Bluff for an hour or two, waiting for the wind to 
swing further south. It never changed direction and most pilots 
packed up for a relaxing afternoon. 

Once again the wind was blowing from the East the next day and 
with the long drive ahead, we decided to load the vans and return to 
Melbourne. 

Having flown the coastal cliffs near Victoria's Twelve Apostles, I 
had expected to confront something similar in flying notability. 
Wrong! Flying these great coastal cliffs proved to be more exciting 
than I'd expected. The varied wildlife (dolphins, seals and eagles) , 
speed runs at 90km/h, lift up to 1 ,400ft agl, 300ft cliffs disappearing 
beyond the horizon, exploring huge caves, World record flights and 
socialising with a great bunch of pilots, was all you could want in a 
trip. Most pilots achieved their personal best flight in distance, 
proving the potential of this fantastic location for further great n 
flying adventures. ~ 

Bill Irwin from the western Victorian Hang Gliding Club filmed this 
great trip. If you are interested in gaining a copy, give him a calL 
Ph: (03) 53382271. 
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HANG GLIDING IS DEAD! 
SPANISH JOE HAYLER 

Now that I have your attention with this headline, 

I would like to explain. 

After seeing the decline of hang gliding over recent 

years, I asked myself what I could do to change this 

tendency. I am one person, alone, with no resources, 

but I have enjoyed this sport for over 20 years. In 

discussions with other practitioners of the sport, one 

possible solution always came up: Television. Why don't 

we get slots on TV like other sports? We could show 

the public how beautiful it is to sail through the sky 

without engines or visible means of propulsion and to 

fly from cloud to cloud. 

I latched on to the idea of developing an ideal circuit of hang 
gliding competitions. I had always wanted to be the kind of hero 
who could get a table in any restaurant because he was 

recognised and admired. I was completely certain I could revive hang 
gliding as a number one sport. My idea was seeded and worked on 
with others. I discussed it with Dennis Pagen who not only liked it 
but agreed to be President of the Organising Committee. Great! Here 
was a man who'd been involved in the sport for over 20 years, was 
well respected for his integrity and knowledge, and believed in the 
idea as much as I did. Then carne Murray Rose, who had been 
peddling the idea of Speed Gliding for some time, but who had come 
to a halt with the local authorities over the staging of an international 
event. His idea, however, seemed to attract the media which had been 
our biggest problem until then. We got together, over a weekend in 
November '95 and soon afterwards we carne up with a series of 
competitions called WHGS (World Hang Gliding Series). 

From the beginning, many people wondered how a string of 
competitions could solve the woes of hang gliding when the large 
majority of pilots didn't even compete. How would schools and clubs 
benefit? Well, in theory, a competition format which is exciting 
enough to be televised on a regular basis reaches millions of people. 
Some of these will want to take up the sport, thus benefitting 
everyone ill some way. 

Still s'ome argued: "We already have so many competitions and so 
far TV has never been interested in our national competitions. Once 
in a while a local TV station might broadcast 2 minutes of a national 
event, but that doesn't touch the rest of the world. As for the 
European and World Championships: They may be fairly prestigious 
for the national aeroclub or the winning nation, and thus perhaps 

worthy of a brief TV slot in their country, but are of no interest to 
the rest of the non-winning nations. Also, these championships take 
place only once every two years which is too long for the memory 
span of the average armchair sportsman." 

The obvious drawback for TV film crews is often to deal with 
the changing weather and take off times. What was needed was an 
international event that offered something to film and started at a 
specific time, no matter what the weather. Everything pointed to 
Speed Gliding which could be held and filmed early every morning 
for spectacular TV entertainment. Didn't that solve our problems? 

The committee wanted most to represent the wishes of the pilots 
since their various requests or requirements were important to us. 
We then wanted to be able to count on experienced organisers in 
good or popular flying sites. Entry fees would be limited to f100 
(most international events charge up to f250). 

For the first season we had only our friends to support us and 
those organisers willing to take a chance at something new and 
different. Three WHGS competitions were run in Spain (Castejon de 
Sos, Granada and Piedrahita) and another in Slovenia for the Finals. 
With practically no demonstration footage to show, we persuaded 
broadcasting channels that Speed Gliding would work for TV and 
gained contacts with Eurosport, MTV Sport, Gillette World of Sport 
and terrestrial TV companies to show our wonderful sport to millions 
of people. We also exposed our idea to the CIVL, which adopted it 
wholeheartedly and gave financial support and encouragement. 
CIVL President, Christian Daehlin, worked very hard with us. 

All that was needed now was to inform the specialised press so 
that articles and the event's calendar would be published in magazines 
worldwide. Many pilots- rang for more information and I replied to 
more than 15 faxes from Australia alone. We mailed information to 
clubs, national associations and over 500 individual competition 
pilots explaining how the WHGS would work. 

In June '96 our chance to revive hang gliding arrived. Everything 
was prepared, the entry fee was attractive and everyone I had spoken 
to over the last two years had found it a great idea. Each of the 
organisers counted on 100 to 150 competitors, arranged transport, 
booked accommodation, ordered sandwiches and had computers 
ready for the great moment. Only 17 participants turned up, (and 
not a single Spaniard) it seemed impossible! More than 30 pilots had 
told me personally they would corne. What had gone wrong? 

Fortunately, Spanish television still loved the event. Every day, the 
Castejon WHGS was broadcast on national TV 

What had gone wrong? I asked myself this question a hundred times 
before discussing it with other pilots: "Because there was no prize 
money," was the general consensus. Was that really the problem? 
Do we have any superstars in hang gliding? Does the general public 
even know who the World Champion is or what country he is from? 

The 1996 WHGS venture collapsed, the TV channels went horne 
and organisers said "never again". The revival of hang gliding wasn't 
going to happen - and worst of all, I wasn't the hero I had hoped ~ 
to be. In fact, I'd hate to tell you what people call me instead. .:1 
Nevertheless, the 1997 WHGS series is going ahead and 
organisers are hoping for strong support from piwts worldwide. 
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Although I have never met them, I congratulate 
two Restricted pilots on their good sense and 
judgement. 
With a couple of other pilots I was flying the 
Fairhaven site south of Melbourne in a 
blustery 20kt southerly when a Restricted pilot 
called up on the radio to ask how it was. 
He and his mate had driven for at least an hour 
after work to get there. I said that it was 
probably marginal at best, the air being quite 
rough and the wind substantially off to the 
right of launch. Although another pilot, who 
knew the guys, came over the radio saying 
they could probably handle the conditions, 
they thought better of it and headed home. 
Very soon after, an Advanced pilot arrived, 
set up and on launching was unable to control 
his glider when a strong gust lifted one wing. 
He was turned back in on top and broke a 
downtube. The novice pilots certainly made 
the right choice! 

Pitch Stability 
Among accidents occurring over the summer 
season were several hang glider tumbles, 
thankfully none lead to serious injury. Two of 
these tumbles occurred after leaving thermals 
at low speed and encountering a pitch-over 
on hitting the sink around the thermal. 
It was rumoured that one of the gliders had 
been modified from its factory configuration 
by reducing washout in the hope of gaining 
added glide performance. Washout and dive 
recovery systems are set to provide adequate 
pitch stability. The practice of changing their 
settings is extremely dangerous. 
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Restricted Operations 
I am pleased to see Restricted pilots displaying 
ribbons when flying. It is invaluable to be able 
to identify these pilots to allow them plenty of 
room. I heard of one recent incident where 
two Restricted pilots came close to hitting 
each other while ridge soaring. 
Please remember that additional margins 
for reaction time must be maintained when 
several Restricted pilots fly together. 

Accident Reporting 
I have heard of a few accidents for which 
I have not received reports to date. Please 
assist me by lodging reports. Whether you 
are involved or witness an accident, I would 
appreciate notification - a second opinion 
is often valuable. 
A report form is in your Operations Manual 
- Appendix 3. Preferably this form should be 
photocopied up to A4 size - though it may 
be completed as is if preferred. 

Accidents 
No 1 
Pilot: 
Experience: 
Aircraft: 
Pilot Injury: 

Restricted Pilot 
8 hours 
Novice hang glider 
Broken arm, dislocated 
shoulder 

Aircraft Damage: Minor 
Weather: 5kt wind, nil turbulence 
Location: Inland tow site 

Description: 
Pilot had an uneventful tow to 300ft agl and 
on release took some time to turn downwind 
toward take-off, losing significant height. On 
reaching the launch point the pilot failed to 
turn back into wind to land and at 10ft agl 
stalled the glider and nosed in heavily. 

Comments: 
Despite having basebar wheels fitted, the pilot 
was injured. He stated after the accident that 
the glider would not respond to control inputs 
to turn (indicating a downwind stall). Flying too 
slowly near the ground is a common cause of 
novice pilot accidents - flying with a light grip 
to maximise "feel" is essential. This allows 
trim speed to be readily ascertained - then by 
increasing speed slightly from trim, adequate 
speed can be maintained. 

No2 
Pilot: 
Experience: 
Aircraft: 

Pilot Injury: 

Restricted Pilot 
7 hours 
Novice/Intermediate 
hang glider 
Fractured leg (femur) and 
collar bone; punctured lung; 
facial cuts 

Aircraft Damage: Broken control frame 
Weather: 5kt wind, light turbulence 
Location: Inland tow paddock 

Description: 
Approaching to land after a tow, the pilot was 
flying crosswind behind launch before turning 
onto final when a light thermal passed 
through, lifted a wing and turned the glider 
downwind. At approx. 50ft the pilot pushed 
out and high-sided, causing the glider to flat 
spin into the ground. 

Comments: 
Again the situation began as a result of flying 
too slow close to the ground - then probably 
mistaking ground speed for airspeed and 
trying to flat turn at low level. The pilot's 
desire to land near the take-off point was 
a contributing factor. Safety should not be 
compromised for the sake of convenience. 

No3 
Pilot: 
Experience: 
Aircraft: 

Advanced Pilot 
257 hours 
High performance 
hang glider 

Pilot Injury: Broken left wrist 
Aircraft Damage: Broken keel, damaged 

Weather: 
Location: 

Description: 

leading edge 
2kt wind, strong turbulence 
Inland tow site 

A lock-out at low level left the pilot heading. for 
a nearby training slope. The pilot attempted an 
up-slope landing and without adequate height 
to convert to speed, the pilot unsuccessfully 
attempted to flare and nosed in heavily. 

Comments: 
A successful face landing requires ample 
airspeed and a well set up approach, then 
speed must be converted into a climbing 
approach followed by a brisk flare. 

No4 
Pilot: 
Experience: 
Aircraft: 

Pilot Injury: 

Advanced Pilot 
Two years, hours unknown 
Intermediate/Advanced 
paraglider 
Fractured ribs, collar bone 
and internal injuries 

Aircraft Damage: Nil 
Weather: 2kt wind, nil turbulence 
Location: Inland hill launch 

Description: 
Pilot front launching, good inflation and 
establishment, lent into run for only two steps 
and jumped immediately into harness with 
insufficient airspeed. This resulted in him 
losing height close to the ground and with . 
brakes fully off, the canopy surged forward 
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causing further loss of height. He clipped a 
rock with his buttocks which launched him 
head first onto rocks and logs below launch, 
impacting shoulder first. 

Comments: 
This overseas pilot had demonstrated good 
skills on previous days, though this launch was 
taken too casually. Launching (and landing) 
necessitate full concentration and commitment. 

No5 
Pilot: 
Experience: 
Aircraft: 

Advanced Pilot 
170 hours 
Intermediate/Advanced 
paraglider 

Pilot Injury: Compressed vertebrae 
Aircraft Damage: Nil 
Weather: 12-15kt wind, moderate 

Location: 
turbulence 
Coastal site 

REP 0 R T ~-------- --, 

Description: ~GP5 II 
• • • 
I On approach to top land with "big ears" I 

deployed, pilot noticed the landing area 
congested and opted for an alternate landing 
point. Still with "big ears" in, pilot weight
shifted to drift crosswind to lose height and 

I HOT NEW GPS FROM GARMIN • 

• • 
pump out "big ears" to land. As this was done, • 

• • • 
1 turbulence caused the glider to enter a 

parachutal stall and turn cross-tail toward 
trees. The pilot had no choice but to attempt 
to turn and due to lack of airspeed the glider 
entered a negative spin. The brakes were 
released and glider recovered as the pilot 
impacted the ground. 

Comments: 
It appears that this pilot ran out of options 
on approach, glider pilots can never have 
too many alternatives. 

Fly safely, 
Craig Worth 

• • • 
•• • 
I 

• 
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• • 

• • • 
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1 

• 
• Another step ahead for satel- • 
• lite navigation systems. Flip flop • 
I screen control, disr.lay in verti- • 

calor horizontal mode, new 
I zoom button for in flight use, • 
• protected aerial for improved I 
I damage resistance. Easy point I 
I and shoot initialisation and of I 

course the famous GARMIN 
I moving map. Small (pocket I 
I size), lightweight, easy to use, 1 
1 250 way-points, tracks up to 8 • 
• satellites, up to 20 hours use • 

on a set of standard alkaline 
1 batteries. Nitrogen gas sealed, • 

• fully water-resistant. For' 
-I ground speeds < 100mph. TWO • 
• year Australian guarantee. I 
I 1 
I 

I 

I 

• 

FULL PRICE- ONLY ... 

$ 495.00! 
It's new so stock is limited I 

I ALSO> > The great GARMIN 38 
budget priced at only $ 375 each. • • • 

I 

I 

Phone or Fax orders OK, Credit Card 
or Cash On Delivery also OK 

AN5ETT NEXT DAY DELIVERY $16 
All prices quoted tax exempt", 

I ULTRALIGHT 
1 FLYING MACHINES 
1 PO BOX 182 
• NORTH BALWYN, VIC, 3104 

: (03) 9431-2131 
• 24 HR FAX (03) 9431 -1869 

I 

I 

• 
1 

• 
I 
I 
I 
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I 
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• 
I 
I 

• 
I 
I 
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A STRALI 

T he Asia Pacific region surrounding 

Australia offers a wide variety of 

cultural and aviation experiences to 

pilots wanting to escape the winter and 

catch some sun and air. 

Here is a collection of travel tales 

covering the region, giving information, 

guidelines and contacts to help you 

decide on your next overseas destination. 

IRIAN JAYA 
THE LAND THAT TIME FORGOT 

JOHN McKENRY .. 

Few countries are as diverse in their mix of cultures 

and influences as Indonesia: Most of us have heard 

of Bali or the Spice Islands but the Indonesian 

archipelago consists of 13,000 islands which 

straddle the equator stretching almost 5~ 000 km 

from the Asian continent to the North of Australia. 

My first visit was in 1988 on a jungle expedition 

to the remote island of Seram. I began flying 

hang gliders and paragliders in 1989, returning 

to Indonesia in 1992 to combine my two loves: 

Trekking and flying. 
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T he Belim Valley was one of the greatest anthropological 
. discoveries of the 20th century. In 1938 an expedition to the 
western half of New Guinea, now Irian Jaya, discovered a 

valley with what turned out to be a population in excess of 40,000. 
The newspapers of the day heralded it as "Shangri-la" where people 
lived, to all intent and purposes, still in the stone age. The tropi~ 
rainforest between the Dutch and Indonesian territories had resulted 
in the valley staying relatively free from interference until the 1960's. 

A range of hills and inland lakes came into view as the plane 
landed at Jayapura, the province's capital. After going through the 
bureaucracy known as "Jam Karet" (rubber time), I obtained my 
walking permit for the valley "Surat Jalan". 

Flying out of Jayapura to Wamena, a whole new world appeared 
below: A carpet of green, one of the truly unexplored places on earth. 
Even the best maps still contain white areas with "topography 
unknown" marked. Indonesia's three tallest peaks are within 200km 
ofWamena, and the Carstenz Pyramid stands at almost 5,000m. It 
was named after the Portuguese mariner who Erst saw it in the 15th 
century, but who was then ridiculed on reporting a snow capped 
mountain so close to the equator. It is in fact the tallest peak between 
the Andes and Everest, one of the "Seven Sacred Summits". Although 



occasionally climbed by foreigners, it has never been flown from. 
Until recently, transport around the valley was by foot or aircraft 

only, although a huge road building project is now underway. The 
Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAP) is one of the world's most 
exciting transport systems, but not for the fainthearted, since some 
of the airstrips require the pilot to dive into boxed-in valleys. 

I left my canopy in Wamena to trek into the northern part of the 
valley. 300km later and 5kg lighter, I eventually returned from one of 
the most amazing treks of my life. The ruggedness of the terrain, with 
valleys crammed next to each other, and the dense tropical rainforest, 
explained why this place had remained untouched for so long. It also 
explained the diversity of languages and traditions between, in some 
cases, villages that are only a few kilometres apart. I didn't find any 
stunning flying sites in the area, although I did come across two 
possibilities: Angrook and Hauluen. However, once airborne the 
problem would be where to land! Landing in Irian without a jungle 
guide would be a nightmare. 

The people are incredible and once out of the vicinity ofWamera 
you see the uncorrupted side of civilisation. The majority of men still 
wear penis gourds and still cover themselves with pig fat and charcoal 
against the intense cold. The women wear skirts of woven orchid 
fibres or grass and are rarely seen without their "noken" or net bags 
which are used to carry loads suspended from the head. I saw one 
woman carrying 3 noken: one with potatoes, another with vegetables 
and a final one with a small pig. She also carried a bundle of wood on 
her head. Altogether the perhaps 60kg load had to be carried for 
10km to the market over the other side of a mountain range in excess 
of 400m. The men's lives seemed less arduous. 

FLYING IN THE VALLEY 
I turned my attention to flying. The valley is 30km wide and 100km 
long. A flat plain of land broken by only a few small hills which pale 
into insignificance compared to the vast valley walls. One of these 
hills, known as the Pyramid, looked promising. Its shape seemed to 
offer flying for all wind directions. After negotiating my way through 
the mangrove-like forest at its base, I soon realised the place to be 
unflyable with the rocks weathered as sharp as razors. 

. The following day I flew from a 30m bump called Mt Susu 
near Honilima. It was good to be airborne, all be it for a few seconds. 
I was told that from November to May the wind is at its most 
unpredictable. This proved the case with direction changes two or 
three times a day, sometimes of 180°. Irian has two seasons: wet and 
wetter. Papua New Guinea, the other half of the island boasts the 
world's heaviest rainfall. 

Eventually I found what appeared to be a perfect site 18km west 
ofWamena above the village of Kurulu. Behind the village lay a range 
of hills and mountains mostly devoid of trees. As I walked through 
the village in the early morning a few interested locals asked where 
I was going. Not surprisingly they were bemused by my answer that 
I was off to do some umbrella flying. Literally translated, the word 
for parachute and umbrella are the same. I let the pictures from 
"Touching Cloudbase" do the talking and they got the idea
stunned silence. 

Walking in Irian is a cross between ecstasy and hell with 
breathtaking scenery but some incredibly hard walking. Even after 
almost 4 weeks, the 35 minute walk up the almost vertical hill was 
knackering. My following of 6 kids and a local off-duty policeman 
was joined at the summit by a local villager dressed in his finest war 

The hazards of landing out. Australian pilots at the Indonesian International competition are 'overwhelmed' by the local hospitality. Photo: Stuart Prosser 
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Wonogiri take-off seen from across the valley. Wonogiri is Indonesia's best cross 

country site and literally translates as 'The Elephant's Rear'. 

Photo: Stuart Prosser 

costume with bird of paradise feathers and cowrie shells around his 
neck. He earned his money from tourists taking his photo at the 
Sunday market below. 

The children could not contain their excitement as I unrolled my 
canopy. They shouted down into the valley and the responding 
shouts could clearly be heard. Everything, including the wind, was in 
my favour and after pre-flight checks and some weed control, I began 
an alpine launch. As I ran the screams of excitement grew, followed 
by sudden silence as my feet left the ground. As I caught my breath 
an eruption of noise broke out, initially on the hill behind me, then 
from the village below. I found an area of lift and gained height above 
my entourage who had begun to run down the hill. The wind slowly 
died and after almost half an hour I headed out over the village to 
choose from the numerous landing sites. That was when I realised 
just how many people were watching me. 

A crowd of over 200 gathered around me as I folded up my 
canopy. Everyone wanted to lend a hand. In astonished shock some 
of the village elders came up to shake my hand, other tribesmen 
stood there flicking their teeth and penis gourds with the index finger, 
an outward sign of astonishment, while they cast looks at the glider 
then gazed up at the hill. 

It was amazing to experience their enthusiasm after a good flight 
and I set off for another go, grinning from ear to ear, partly because 
my glider was being carried up by an enthusiastic local, but mainly 
due to an ego high when shortly after landing I had been met by an 
Indonesian film crew. To my amazement I was introduced to the 
administrator and had to give an impromptu interview to Desi 
Anwar, Indonesia's most prominent news reader. The Indonesian 
RCTI Television company had been making a documentary on the 
Belim Valley when my parachute had appeared above a religious 
shrine they were filming. I was a celebrity for a day, although the local 
priest and vicar weren't too impressed when the spectacle emptied out 
their churches. Oops! Site rule: Sunday flying only after lOam. 

I decided to return to Jayapura once the weather started to 
overdevelop earlier each day. Most of the good flying sites here are 
clearings for electricity pylons and when I explained this to my host, 
a retired senior police officer, I was told: "No problem, let me know 
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Flying in Indonesia is possible mainly 

during the dry season (May to November), 

with predominantly SE to SW winds. 

WEST JAVA 
Puncak Pass 
Description: Set in the tea plantations of Puncak Pass close to Bogar, this 

. is the closest site to the nation's capital and a good place to meet other 
pilots. It is possible to fly at almost any time of the year as the area has its 
own microclimate. On. a classic day the site has a few thermals but it's 
usually a case oftop to bottoms. The hang gliding ramp can make paraglider 
launches challenging, especially in a slight crosswind. 

lido Resort 
Description: Close to Bogar everyone knows Lido, an outdoor adventure 
and theme park with a J:laragliding training hill purposely incorporated in 
the resort. Plans exist to make Udo the base for Indonesia's microlights 
and ultralights as well as skydiving. 

Lagarda 
Description: Outside Bandung this site is close to a cement works/quarry. 
Launch is an energetic half hour walk up. It is soarable and thermals are 
sure to roll in from the city. Future development may affect the large 
landing areas. 
Other sites: Gunung Guntuk, Gunung Seulis and Sunung Salunggu, near 
Tasikmalaya and known to the locals, 

Cilegon 
Description: All 5 coastal sites overlook steel works and factories. The two 
main sites are Gunung Cina (45m asl) and Gunung Sugi (gOm asl). There 
is a good French restaurant nearby and you can also get boats for the 
volcano island of Krakatoa from here. 

CENTRAL JAVA 
Wonogiri 
Description: Indonesia's pest XC site for HG and PG, with excellent road 
access. There is a reservoir in front of the site, but once over the back 
there are plenty of bomb-out areas. 
Gantole 1 and Gantole 2 are the two launch areas, one lower than the other. 
Both have hang gliding ramps, facilities for paragliders are basic and the . 
top launch offers the best option for thermals and bomb out zones. The 
lower site takes a slightly different wind direction and is soarable. The 

.. ' 

bomb-out is the size of three football pitches. 
Directions: From Solo/Surakarta go to Wonogiri and continue on for 5km 
towards Waduk Gadga Munkur. Before reaching th~ park you cross a 
bridge, take the first right after it, then left: at the V-junction. Most vehicles 
can make the trip up. 
Note: There are powerlines in the valley to the right of the lower launch 
and in a PG, YOLi should head for the bomb-out as soon as you begin to 
sink below the ridge, otherwise there are no adequate landing areas. 

Tawangmangu/Kemuning 
Description: The best training site in Indonesia, located in a tea plantation 
within 5km of Suku temple. Access is by 4WD. 

Parangtritis 
Description: The coastal cliffs are flyable in the wet season. Don't follow 
the cliffs out over the sea as there is no bomb-out. 
Directions: Around 30km from Yogyakarta. Motorcycle taxis can be hired 
at the beach for around 2,000 Rupies. 
Note: Pilots are exempt from paying the resort entrance charge. 

Mt Merapi 
Description: The 4 hour walk up starts at Desa Solo near the Hotel Agung. 

~Merbabu 

Description: It takes over 8 hours to climb this 3,ooOm mountain. Start the 
climb at Kopeng, accessible from Salatiga or Malang. The launch is near 
the summit. 
Other sites: Merbabu is a Telecom antenna on a summit called Telas·oyu 
nearby. Access is by road although permission is required. 

Gunung Pavung 
Directions:'ln Malang head for Desa Paren to reach this popular training 
site in the Yoyakarta area. 



where and I'll get the power turned off." I didn't take advantage of 
his offer, but found two sites, nevertheless. 

Gunung McArthur above Hawaii, an area of Sentani, has been 
named after General McArthur who had his military headquarters 
here during the Pacific campaign. Reminders of the campaign 
abound with the wrecks of Japanese ships, landing craft, Nissen huts 
and the odd tank with palm trees sprouting from the turret. The site 
overlooked the airport, so I made a point of asking the Air Traffic 
Controllers' permission - no problem. The ridge seemed to offer 
tremendous scope for soaring and thermal flying, judging by the 
eagles circling overhead. However, the wind can increase quickly 
and can become very gusty. 

Base G is a cliff above one of the Allied landing sites. 
Unfortunately, the seabreeze turned out to be rather unsteady, gusting 
from 6-20mph and I decided to move on to another island. 

LOMBOK 
Although it receives the overflow of tourists from Bali, Lombok still 
remains relatively untouched, with vast areas of tropical rainforest. 
Mt Rinjani at 4,000m is one of Indonesia's tallest peaks and many 
Indonesian pilots hope to someday fly from the crater lake at 3,000m. 
I didn't feel anywhere near experienced enough to face this challenge. 

After two days of fruitless searching, I decided to shake the wing 
out on a 30m hill on the southern resort of Kuta. An uneventful 
flight was made eventful by my landing in, what had appeared to 
be, a dried out buffalo wadi. The impression of hard baked earth on 
the surface lulled me into a false sense of security. fu I made a 
perfect spot landing, I broke the surface, went base over apex and 
made the locals' day by covering myself I had been planning to go 
for a swim anyway. With that, the flying season had come to an end 
in Indonesia and my paraglider was safely packed away until 
the next adventure began. ~ 

. CONTACTS 
Federasi Aero Sport Indonesia 
Mr Hetriono Kartowi Sastro 
J1 Yado 111D-4, Jakarta 12140 
Fax: (021)7804666 

Head of Paragliding 
Gendson Soebandon 
J1 Harpa 11/AA 
Kalapa Gading BCS 
Jakarta 14250 
Ph: (021) 3155342 

Paragliding in Central Java 
Yohanis Indrawan (Capung) 
J 1 Marichin 24 
Toko Jaran, Yogyakarta 55281 
Fax: (0274) 566171 

Hang Gliding 
Competition Organiser 
Roy Sadewo 
Ph: (021) 7510323 (h) 

(021) 7508842 (w) 

Hang Gliding in Central Java 
Totot 
J1 Abioso 14, Solo 57141 
Ph: (0271) 718444 

BALI 
Timbis 

Flying directly over temples is 

an affront to the balinese gods 

Description:With lOkm of stunning coast from Nusa Dua to the East and 
Uluwatu to the West, this is the best coastal site in Indonesia. Plenty of 
beach bomb-out areas run along most of the coast. Beware of turbulence 
near the hotel. On the far side of the Bali Cliff Hotel are some large gulleys 
to cross and one area with no bomb-out. The site is a training area and 
Bernard Fode runs the school. Please set a good example to the students. 
Directions: From Kuta head for Nusa Dua. After about 5km on the dual 
carriageway you'll see a billboard for Bali Cliff Hotel. Follow the signs and 
just as the rooftops of the hotel come into view, turn left on a part tarmac, 
part dirt road which soon crosses a bridge. After about 5km there is a shop 
with signs for Exo-Fly and Timbis (if you pass a left turn, you have passed it). 
Note: Some locals help with launch assistance and packing. It is customary 
to pay US$l in Rupies between them as they also keep the site clean and 
maintain the hut. If you land on the beach and someone offers to carry up 
your canopy, negotiate a price first. 

CandiDesa 
Description: North of Padangbai port, this coastal soaring site is on a 1 km 
ridge. There is a large beach below and thermals are frequent although 
nobody has risked going over the back yet. Launch is a 20min walk up 
terraced farmland and very obvious as it does not have the steep terracing 
of the surrounding land. 
Directions: At the end of Candi Desa, a right turn leads down to a hotel, 
walk up from here. 

Mt Batur 
Description: This site is in the Kintamani area. Head for the hot springs/air 
panas. The 500m walk up takes 1-2 hours. Launch is to the right of the 
crater, behind and above the hut used for overnight shelter. Best time to 
launch is from lOam onwards when thermals begin to roll in. Beware of 
clouds moving in from the coast, bringing strong winds. 

EAST JAVA 
Mt Bromo 
Description: An incredible place to fly inside a vast caldera of a once 
massive volcano. There are several launches: One inside the volcano, from 
flat topped Mt Batuk, another two on the ridge next to Cave Lava II or below 
the antenna. Each can be reached by separate roads. Beware of strong 
dust devils after lOam. 

Wringin 
Description:The hill and ridge slope away towards the sea. Thermals are 
good, but if you wish to land at the coast you have to cross tiger country. 
Directions: Access via either Propolingo or Bondowoso. Once in Wringin, 
follow a small dirt road starting opposite the police station . 

Songoriti 
Description: In Songoriti village near Malang, acc~ssible by foot in 25min. 

OTHER AREAS 
Sulawasi 
Description: There is a microlight club in the Ujung Pandang area although 
there appear to be no good foot launch sites. 

• I 

Palu 
Description: Near the central province capital. The road to launch (l,OOOm 
as\) is good enough for a normal car and takes 40min. 
Directions: Drive to the football stadium. 1 km past on the right is a path leading 
to Desa Wayu-Mantana Tamali-Lolu. Walk to the launch area above the town 
of Desa Mantana Tamali, heading for the antennas. If conditions look good 
for a long distance flight you have to inform the airport control tower. 
Other sites: Outside Manado is a hill where a large cross will be erected. 
The hill is definitely flyable. Flying is also possible at Lake Tandano, launch 
is above the village Desa Kaweng. 

Sumatra, 
Sites: Lake Toba in the ParalJet Mt Balatuk area and a cliff near Padang 

. Haru in West Sumatra. There appear to be many options for adventurous 
pilots, but beware of tigers! 

Irian Jaya/West Papua 
Sites: You can fly Jawika-Kurulu in the Belim Valley and Mt McArthur in 
the Sentani area. Places along the coast also look good. 

East Timor 
Sites: The coastal -rHgion between. Dili and Baucau is flyable during the wet 
season. Let the military know before flying. 
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BRUCE HECKINGER 

L iving in a remote area of Tasmania, I often describe myself as 
a "primitive" pilot, no vario, no radio, no fancy harness, no 
yarns of going cross country, etc. Instead I enjoy the simple 

pleasure of walking up a beautiful mountain and launching myself 
over beautiful terrain, as is the case at home when I soar over the 
isthmus of Eaglehawk Neck, gateway to the Tasman Peninsula. 

After learning to paraglide in Bright the previous January, I had 
returned home to the "Neck" keen to put my new found love to 
practice. Sadly, that was shortlived when my third flight ended in 
trees and it took almost 3 months before I got my repaired paraglider 
back from Melbourne. By then the season was over. So when my 
partner, Marie, brought up a trip to Fiji, my Swing Axis was the first 
item I thought to pack. Yahooooo! I was hoping that Fiji would make 
up for lost time. 

From the time I set foot on the main island of Viti Levu, my eyes 
lined up with hills in search of potential launch sites. But windy 
conditions defeated me and my first launch attempt on a huge 
sandblow in strong wind was a failure. It only proved how desperate 
I was to get into the air. 

As it turned out, I didn't have to wait long. Aesthetics, romance 
and exoticism matter to me, so we planned to travel on to Waya, an 
isolated Fijian island in the southern Yasawa. Although I had no 
cenainty of flying prospects there, my green sensibilities were thrilled 
to know that the island was totally without motorised vehicles. This 
could be a fair dinkum tropical southsea island paradise! 

We approached the island by small speedboat from Nadi, 4 hours 
distant and the view excited us. Waya is a mountainous, lush island 
panly rainforest, partly tall grass and heath and split into two large 
sections by a white sandy isthmus. The island is fringed by pure white 
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Bruce launching at Waya, FUi. 

Photo: Marie Robb 

sands and coral reefs. At the foot of majestic mountains on one 
section nestle three native villages, but we headed for Naboro, one of 
two villages on the second part of the island, where we would stay in 
an old schoolhouse which could accommodate up to 15 backpackers. 

Seen from the boat, the quaint native village dotted by thatched 
huts was overshadowed by a volcanic plug. I co.uldn't take my eyes of 
the massive, sheer rock wall of about 900ft, looming straight out of the 
rainforest almost to the rocky summit higher up. Its right flank, at a 
similar height to the rock wall but set further back, appeared to be 
joined by a grassy ridge facing the sea. I was sure I'd be able to launch . 
from somewhere along it. Our 2 weeks on Waya promised to be bliss. 

The Fijians of Nab oro were even more friendly than the main 
islanders. Some waded out to greet our arrival and help us carry our 
gear. Like nights to come, that night was filled with chatter, music 
and "kava," the mild narcotic drink of the islands. I never quite 
achieved my objective of getting as cheerily paralytic on kava as some 
Fijians could, no longer able to move but still managing to sing and 
smile at the stars. Fijians are natural born singers and many play 
guitar. The kava-come-music sessions on the beach under the stars 
were a real treat and I was glad I had dragged my accordion from 
Tasmania to contribute. 

Our first two days on Waya were largely devoted to snorkelling 
and scuba diving around a beautiful coral reef On the third day, 
Marie, another woman and I left Naboro at 7am on a native track. 
We ascended through kava plants and vegie patches to the right of 
the rock wall, then around the back of it, and finally traversed the 
top of the island to ,the isthmus. We were carrying our breakfast, 
3 machetes and my paraglider. After about 1 1/2 hours of trekking, we 
left the track behind the magnificent rock massif to climb up onto 



Free Fl~inq 

the ridge behind its right flank. 20 minutes later we stopped along 
the ridge for a picnic breakfast. The view in all directions was . 
stunning. Behind lay the undulating terrain of Way a and the taller 
mountains of the island's other half In front was the coral reef and 
another forested island bordered by white beaches. To our left was the 
massive edge of the rock wall, hiding Naboro from our view. 

The cool morning was warming up as we ate and soon I could 
feel a seabreeze. It took us about half an hour to swathe a basic launch 
site in the tall grass. The seabreeze was only a few knots strong when I 
laid out my glider. It might freshen enough to soar but I wouldn't 
wait. My alpine launch was clean and as I rounded the rockface's 
edge, Naboro came into view several hundred feet below. 

A5 soon as I was airborne, a Naboro fisherman at sea let out a cry 
that alerted the entire village. A5 I flew across the towering rock wall, 
cries of astonishment gave way to cheers, which accompanied me all 
the way down. After scratching a few passes in front of the wall, I 
circled the village, flew a short way out to sea over the coral ree£ then 
back to alight on the volleyball court between the beach and the 
schoolhouse/backpackers. 

At that night's kava ceremony, I was made "honorClry chief" and 
asked to sit directly in front of the kava bowl. I admit I was basking 
in the attention and in being nicknamed "Skygod of Way a" . But it 
wasn't just the ego-gratification that had me beaming inside like a softly 
radiating multicoloured light bulb, it was the joy of that flight. I had 
entered a wondrous new phase of my life and I now had an in
credible flying machine that I could take anywhere in the world. ~ 

l ourists gather t o watch the landing. 
Photo: Marie Robb 

Introducing the latest Reserve Parachute 

The HGR 20 
Check out these features: 
1. Weighs only 2.5 kg 
2. Totally Australian made 
3. Manufactured in S.E. Queensland 
4. 24 hour hotline seven days a week 
5. Always in stock for immediate delivery 
6. Assembled in deployment bag and ready for fi tt ing 
7. Built to the same high standards as skydiving parachutes 
8. Can be repaired by an Australian Parachute Federation approved 

parachute Rigger "B" 
9. Free owner's manual with every parachute 
1 O. Other models and sizes available 

Proudly manufactured by: 

Roochutes Australia Pty Ltd 
PO Box 125, Wynnum Q 4178 

Phone: 07 38901716 
Fax: 07 38901718 
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Throughout Thailand, many sites are 

suitable for paragliding. Poo Ruer at . 

Loei and Promthep Cape at Phuket are 

renowned for their beautiful scenery and 

are flyable throughout the winter season. 

MT NOEN KRAPOK 
2112 hours drive from Bangkok, Noen Krapok offers two locations 

for flying throughout the year: 
Eastern launch (80m ag!): A former rock mine, cars can reach the 

take-off via Sukhumvit road. A novice rated site, the ridge is 

soarable in E, SE and 5 winds and is suitable for all levels of pilots. 

The landing area is large and flat and easily seen from launch. 

Note: Since the area is controlled by the Royal Navy, authorisation 
has to be received before flying here. 
Double Rocks (220m agl): Located on the southern part of Noen 

Krapok. Drive up Sukhumvit road and park at the foot of the 

mountain. Launch is a 45 minute walk from the parking 
area. From the intermediate rated take-off facing SE, the 
Banchang Sea and Map Ta Phut Industrial Estate are· 

visible. Experienced pilots can ridge soar or thermal 
this site. 

Notes: On windy days, inconsistent wind direction 
and speed are encountered near the landing area. 

POO RUER, LOE1 
Description: The intermediate rated launch (l,350m asl, 750m agl) 
is located high up on the mountain in the Poo Ruer National Park 

facing N-NE. A road leads to the top. At 1,365m asl you are greeted 
a nice cool breeze. Tak~-off is near the car park and ridge soaring 

---~~-.-~--:-: 
and thermalling are p~ssible at this site. November to May is the best 
time to iy here. 

'I'fij .rice field at ~e foot of me mountain is used as a landing 

To, leave the landing area you have to ~et a motorbike ~de from 

Promthep Cape look-out. 

the local people, costing around Bht 200. There is a possible top 
landing for experienced pilots. 

Notes: Pilots need to compensate the rice field owner for any damages 
they incur when landing in their fields. 

Pilots cannot fly over lOkm to the North as the Herang River marks 
the border between Thailand and Laos. 

PROMTHEP CAPE, PHUKET 
Description: This look-out is famous for its view of the sunset. A long 

ridge and W-SW winds make for very enjoyable coastal soaring. The 
best time to fly here is from May to October. 

Launch is near the look-out and the landing area is the 

yard near the Prom Thep Restaurant. It is recommended 
to contact the restaurant's owner before flying. Take-off 

is a cliff launch and only advanced pilots are allowed to 
fly here. It is important to contact a local before flying. 

Notes: Life jacket must be worn while flying here 
and it is not recommended to fly alone. 

Paragliding in Thailand started in 1994 at Banchang, 
~ Rayong. Sky Expert Team, supported by S.E. T. Japan, started 

teaching in 1995 and surveyed suitable flying locations, 
compiling this paragliding site guide as a result. 

CONTACT: 
Suwat Hannarong 
S.E.T. Sky Sport School, 66/34 Eastern Star Plaza, 

M.3, T. Pala, Banchang, Rayong, Thailand 2113 
Ph: 038 880161, Fax: 038 880439. 
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T
he term Skyfloating has 

~ been around for a couple 
<:: 

~ of years now and was first 
~ 
3 coined in the US by 
~ manufacturer Wills Wing. 
te European distributors 
introduced the Wills Falcon as an aircraft with flight characteristics 
somewhere between a hang glider and a paraglider. At about the same 
time, Wills were also developing a hang loop with a spreader bar to 
allow a hang glider to be flown with a paragliding harness. After 
joining the two concepts, Skyfloating was born. 

In the past I had experimented with a number of different 
glider/harness combinations and have found that flying a 
performance glider in a suprone (supine/prone) position made 
it surprisingly efficient and easy to fly. 

By making small handles from an old speed bar and clamping 
these onto the down tubes facing backwards, it is possible to fly in 
a very reclined position in a modern paragliding harness. With legs 
over the basebar and feet in a small stirrup for added comfort, this 
is a strong position to be in and both roll and pitch control are 
excellent. It also appears to be a very clean and efficient position 
within the airflow, in fact I would go so far as to declare it cleaner 
than prone. Still, I can't imagine many pilots choosing to fly this way. 

While the term skyfloating originally described flying a hang 
glider with a paragliding harness, the concept has since expanded to 
denote a type of hang glider rather than the harness used. Although 
flying a high performance glider in a paragliding harness may be a 
comfortable and efficient way to fly, I wouldn't consider it to be 
skyfloating, whereas flying one of the latest breed of slow, light entry
level gliders fits my idea of skyfloating regardless of which type of 
harness you choose. 

To wear the label "Skyfloater", a glider must fulfil a few simple 
rules: It must be a simple glider, lightweight, quick and easy to set up 
and break down, easy to launch, easy to fly, easy to soar, easy to land, 
easy to maintain and easy on the pocket. 

) 

. " . 
Floating along' in tl1e Falcon 195 at Ochre Point, S.A. 

'</If 

Inset: The hang loop with !preader bar and small 
handles allow flying in a paragliding harness. 

At least two manufacturers are building and selling skyfloaters, 
the UK manufacturer Offpiste makes and markets the Discovery 
Skyfloater and Wills Wing make and sell the Falcon range of 
skyfloaters. 

Probably the most exciting aspect of skyfloating is the potential 
to not only attract new participants to the sport but to retain them 
as flying members in years to come. 

By now it should be obvious that I like the skyfloating concept. 
For the past year or so I have observed that regions which embraced 
this new concept have now shown a resurgence of interest and growth 
in hang gliding. I've examined skyfloaters available on the world 
market and decided that the Falcon best fulfilled my requirements 
and I have imported several of these to date. They proved to be 
confidence inspiring from the moment they were picked up, the 
students love them and the large Falcon 225 is a joy to fly tandem 
or solo. 

Having the Falcons on the hill has been a very interesting time 
for me. I've always been strongly supportive of the Australian industry 
and sold the virtues of both Moyes and AirBorne equipment in the 
past. A few of the old boys were quite surprised to see me flying, 
teaching and selling an overseas glider. But since I felt strongly that 
this was the new direction we needed to take, I had no choice but 
to look overseas for gliders. Hopefully, this may prompt Australian 
manufacturers to develop a skyfloater of our own. 

Another interesting development was the attitude of local pilots 
who've since had a chance to test fly the Falcon. Even those who had, 
at first, been a little negative about such a slow and basic glider soon 
changed their minds. In fact, pilots began to smile from the moment 
they picked up the glider and, believe me, the smile stayed long after 
they had landed. While most pilots chose to fly the Falcons in their 
prone harnesses, those who flew in a paragliding harness were 
generally surprised at the comfort and control they had, even 
when flying via their feet on the basebar. 

So, why not try Skyfloating? It's new, it's easy and above all 
it's bloody good fun! 
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My Sponsor Hunt JERRY STIPEK 

Through a series of financial disasters in 
the last two years I was made painfully 

aware that some sort of extra income was 
needed if I wanted to continue flying. My 
wife shared my opinion and we decided that 
it should be something directly connected 
with paragliding - to make it easier to 
justifY spending the money on the same. 
The most obvious way seemed to be to find 
a sponsor. 

This would not be easy: It had to be 
someone with a lot of money, but still naive 
enough to believe that displaying a name 
on an oddly shaped piece of nylon will 
bring a financial benefit. Such people 
(or companies) do exist, but it is another 
matter to find them. Australia Post invested 
in Brian Webb, Aircotec firmly believe in 
Garry Stephenson and my favourite Froche 
went for the incomparably more attractive 
Christine Bishop. Was there someone left 
for me? 

I started with the most conspicuqus 
ones: Radio stations, tobacco companies 
and photographic products manufacturers. 
Thanks to Skysailor and APN, I was able 
to supply quite an impressive portfolio. I 
believed my offer looked fairly attractive: 
Who could possibly resist seeing their logo 
regularly both in the air and in all Australian 
hang gliding magazines known to mankind? 
Surprisingly, the replies were more or less 
the same: ((We have thousands of offers like 
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this - and who are you, anyway? Maybe if you 
played tennis ... " 

I felt that my famous flying dog Oscar 
was one of my big chances. In return for 
free food and accommodation, not to 
mention free tandem flights, he could do 
something for me here. Sadly the TV show 
((Talk to the animals" didn't even bother to 
reply or return my photos. After all, what is 
so unusual about a dog flying a paraglider? 

At that stage I realised, I had to come up 
with something original. An idea struck me 
during a boring flight at Craigie Road, 
when I was amusing myself by watching a 
funeral. The funeral parlour is conveniently 
located just across the road and is only one 
of the many attractions this site has to offer. 
Tobin Brothers Funeral Directors! 
Immediately after arriving home I 
commenced a proposal they wouldn't be 
able to refuse. After an apologetic 
explanation that, although we didn't supply 
them with as many customers as generally 
believed, I came straight to the point: A 
paraglider with ((Tobin Brothers Funerals" 
in a neat, coffin shaped box, across the 
entire 12m span.Which funeral director 
would be able to resist that? To give it even 
more appeal, I promised some patrons right 
away: ((My.friends will die of laughter after 
seeing me fly with this. » 

The response was swift and the 
beginning of the letter sparked some hopes: 
((We do recognise you as a potential client ... ': 
but continued in a complete rejection, 
((We do not feel like advertising our respectable 
establishment in this manner. Please, do not 
hesitate to contact us if you should require 
our servzces. 
Yours faithfol~ ,Tobin Brothers. " 
And that was it. No sense of enterprise, 
no innovative thinking. Nevertheless, 
I'm continuing my search. Anybody 
out there with some brilliant ideas? " ~ 

ai££o 
M~ke$ ~ 
Sf'r~$k 
RORY CARTER 
AIRWAVE UK 

I J ark "Gibbo" Gibson, member 
IYJof the US National team, escaped 
without injury, following an accident 
at the Induga exhibition in Germany. 

After one loop over the airfield, 
Gibbo was pulling his prototype 
Concept FR glider up to do a second 
loop when the carbon fibre spar broke. 
He was low and immediately threw his 
chute which opened at a height of 
15ft. He landed unharmed in a lake. 

This is thought to be the first time 
a glider with carbon fibre spars has 
broken in flight. It is certainly the first 
public demonstration of the loads 
that can be expected from the new 
generation of kingpost-Iess gliders 
during "out-sjde limits" manoeuvres. 

The spars in question were early 
prototype spars built to different 
specification. All of us at Airwave were 
aware that these were temporary spars 
for pitch test an& handling trials only, 
until we had finished load testing . 
on the spars built to our own specific 
load requirements. 

This incident shall be further 
investigated to establish the mode 
of failure and the load at which the 
spar failed. 

The correct specified carbon fibre 
spars for the new Concept FRs are 
much stronger and each new spar will ' 
undergo a proof loading test exceeding 

, any load even Gibbo could create. 
I can already report that the spars 

built to our own specification have 
now passed the structural load test. 

The Concept FR 49 has since been 
successfully tested with 1,8001bs at 
78mph positive load and 800lbs at 
52mph n~gative load, satisfYing the 
certification load test requirements. 

Thankfully Gibbo was unharmed, 
but we are now all the wiser. Once 
again, we have learned that there are 
limits to our sport which we must n 
be wary of ~ 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I I 



Cap 
Polo Sh:irtwith embroidered HGPA logo 
in white. 'green & naM'{ (sizes 16 to 24) 

Rugby Top with embroider.ed HGPA logo 
in Ravy & green tsizes 16 to 24) 

Embroidered badge 

Metal Lapel Badge 

Car stickers 
Topographic maps for all areas at 
discount prices. 

$42 

$30 

$40 
$6 '" 

$4.95 

$1 .50 

Please add $3pp for all orders. Discounts 
available for bulk purchases. Cheque. money 
order. bankcard. visa and mastercard accepted. 
phone orders welcome. Actual prices may 
vary from those shown. Terms: payment with 
order. Delivery 14 days when ex stock. 

t Charged at $80 per half day of inspection plus 
travel expenses (max. $250 per inspection/approval). 

I Includes all updated material from Levell. 

Please complete in BLOCK letters 

Additional Family Member (12 months) 

Short Term Membership (4 months) 

Visiting Pilot Membership (4 months) 

Trainee Membership (TM) 10 Days 
available through instructors only $15 

(6 issues)"Skysailor" Subscription only $55 

Overseas (sent SAL) $70 

Overseas (sent Airmail) $90 

, 

Microlight Instructor Examination 
& checUlights (payable to 

$10 
$20 

$175 

$175 

$300 

$80 

Microlight Examiner) $50 

Microlight Aircraft Registration 
(Initial issue) $100 

Microlight Aircraft Registration 
(Renewal) $50 

Levell Club Coach (Valid for 4 years 

Membership Application 
Surname Given Names ------------------------------------------------

Address 

State 

Issue & renewal...., includes FAI 
Sporting Licence. manuals. etc) 

Level 2 Competitions Coach·Hoei. ACC training 
course. regi8trati.on & manuals. etc~ $30 
FAI Sporting LicenGe (incl. HGFA 
Competition Manual. Section 7 
FAI Sporting Code. Records CI'aim 
Pack (initial issue) $20 

FAllnternational Pilot Proficiency 
Identification Card (lPPI) Non'competition 
flying overseas $10 

Competitions Manual $10 

Tow Guidelines $nil 

Replacement Operations Manual $10 

Replacement Operations Manual Binder $15 

~Book ~ 

There is no charge for PHG Temporary 
Satellite Facility approvals. 

Postcode ------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------- ----------

Birth Date ___________________ Home Phone __ ~ _______________________ Work Phone 

Club ________________________ Occupation _______________ Sex M / F 

Please read and sign Membership Declaration below 

Please provide the following information and tick appropriate boxes: 

HGFA Number (if known): Instructor 

Membership Tjpe: New Member D Renewal D Re-joining Member D Family Member D 
Visiting Pilot Member D Short Term Member D Subscription Only D 

Discipline: Hang Gliding D Paragliding D Microlighting D Parascending D 

Membership Declaration (must be signed to gain membership) 
. I, the undersigned, wish to apply for renewal of my HGFA membership and HGFA Pilot Certificate/s and Endorsements. 

Please note: The constitution provides for a limitation of liability to persons such as officers, instructors, safety or duty officers and competition organisers and 

·their helpers to an amount which can actually be recovered under the HGFA insurance policy. If for any reason no amount is recoverable, the liability is nil. 

I understand that membership entitles me to Pilot Certificates and Endorsements to operate the specified aircraft in accordance with Civil Aviation Regulations and the 

HGFA Operations Manual and Third Party Liability Insurance within Australia ($1,000 excess), 

I am aware that the HGFA is assisted by the Australian Sports Commission, and as a result understand that the HGFA Doping Policy condemns the use of performance 

enhancing substances as both dangerous to health and contrary to the ethics and ideals of sport. 

I hereby agree to abide by the constitution, rules and regulations of the HGFA. 

Member's Signature __________________________________________________________________ Date 

Payment Details 

HGFA Membership fees ($110 Full or $55 Family; $30 Joining fee) (For family members, please provide name offull member with whom you reside.) $ ________ __ 

Regional Development Levy (Determined by your State/Region of residence - see above) 

Weightshift Microlight Levy ($20) (For HG & PG motorised endorsement also) 

Total Amount due (and enclosed) 

I wish to pay by: Cheque D Postal Order D Credit Card D Card Number ___ / ___ / ___ / ___ Expiry Date 
(Visa, MasterCard, Bankcard only) 

$_--

$_--

$_----

------_/-----

Cardholder's name ----------__________________________ CardhoUkr'sSignam~ ___________________________________ Daftd~ __________ __ 

Hang Gliding Federation of Australia, PO Box 558, Tumut NSW 2720 Phone: 069-472888, Fax: 069-474328 
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Victoria 

THE RIGHT ALTITUDE 
IlMicrolights" 
Standing on a hill all day, 
waiting on the weather? 

Get a Trike. We have the largest range of 
tri kes in Australia and New and used air
craft in stock. We sell everything for trikes. 
Call Tony Dennis CFI Pilot Examiner (0418) 
574068. Fax (057) 626227. Benalla, Victoria. 

Email : rightalt@benalla.net.au 

l/JJffNAlfl!lfe Z"£lle.''It 
HANG GLIDING SCHOOL 

Our phone number has changed to 03 53492845, 
our Mobile number is still 014678734. 

We have a number of gliders available for 
test flights, including XT165, Sting 154 & 
Shark 144 & 156. 

ACT/NSW 

Tarago Flight Park 
2% hours from Sydney 

• Introductory Courses 
• Full License Courses 
• Refresher Courses 
• Ground Towing Courses 
• Aerotowing Courses 
• Cross Country Courses 
• Cross Country Tours 

The last weekend of each month is an open 
towing weekend. All pilots are welcome 
and tow endorsements can be obtained. 

Agents for Moyes and Airborne 
Demo gliders available 

Call Tove on 048 494516 or 015 269376. 

South Australia 

ADELAIDE AIRSPORTS 
Sales, Service and Instruction 
• Hang Gl iding 
• Tandem Hang Gliding 
• Sky Floating 
• Microlights 

Agents for Moyes, Airborne and Wills Wing. 
larry Jones - Judy Manning 

Ph: (08) 85563030, Fax: (08) 85574113, 
Mobile: 018 815094. 

New South Wales 

Air Support 
Hang Gliding & Paragliding 

As well as training, we also offer many 
ranges of gear, including custom made 
AIR SUPPORT harnesses. Enquire for 
brochures and price lists for new or 2nd 
hand gear. Call Forrest on 02 94502674, 
0412273552 (Sam-8pm). 

FLVTANDEM® 
Stanwell Park 

Hang Gliding & Paragliding 
Equipment by 

APCO 
Paragliders & Accessories 

Moyes 
Hang Gliders 

Airborne & Air Support 
Instructional Tandem Flights 

with 
Over 15 Years Experience 

cal/Tony Armstrong 
Active Air Sports 

(042) 949 999 
Open 7 days 

New South Wales (continued) 

The Sydney 
Paragliding Centre 

Stan well Park 
Paragliding Courses, Instructional 

Tandem Flights, Sale of Equipment, 
Accessories and Ezy Eyes. 

Available 7 days. 
Call Mark Mitsos on 

(042) 949065 (ph/fax) or 018 864083. 

ft Australian Righi Tours .. Paragliding , Hang Gliding * t.llcrohles 

High Adventure Airpark 
Pacific Highway, Johns River NSW 2443 

• Sites for hang & paraglider pilots 
• Uncrowded soaring & training sites for 

all wind directions within a 15km radius 
• Winch & Aerotow facilities on site 
• Flying & teaching all year round 
• Novice refreshers & endorsement certificates 
• Group & club discounts 
• Just 4 hours from Sydney, with affordable 

clean & scenic accommodation 
Contact lee Scott on 065 565265. 

Sydney Hang 
Gliding Centre 
Stanwell Park 
Hang Gliding Courses, 
Refresher Courses, 
Instructional Tandem Flights 
and Gift Vouchers. 
Equipment and Accessories. 

Available 7 days. To arrange your lesson 
orto test fly a Moyes Glider. 

Call Chris Boyce (042) 94 9994. 

New HGFA merchandise 
Available from PO Box 558, Tumut NSW 2720 Phone: 069472888 or Fax: 069474328 

HGFA MERCHANDISE 
@ $30 Polo Shirt with embroidered HGFA logo 

in white, green & navy (sizes 16 to 24) 

@ $40 Rugby Top with embroidered HGFA logo 
in navy & green (sizes 16 to 24) 

@ $12 Cap with HGFA colour logo red, blue or navy 

@ $6 Embroidered badge (no postage fee required) 

@ $4.95 Metal lapel badge with colour enamel 
HGFA logo (no postage fee required) 

@ $1 .50 HGFA Car sticker (no postage fee required) 

@ $55 HGFA Hang Gliding Training Video 

@ $10 HGFA Competitions Manual 

@ HGFA Towing Manual- No Charge 
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@ $15 Beginning Coach ing (Australian 
Sports Commission) 

@ $20 Better Coaching (Australian 
Sports Commission) 

@ $7 Topographic Maps 
(1:100,000 or 1 :250,000, etc. 
Provide details separately) 

@ $10 HGFA Operations Manual* 

@ $15 HGFA Operations Manual Binder* 

@ $8 HGFA Log Book* 

* Replacement Prices only - These items are issued free with initial 
Full Membership 

@ $3.00 POST AND PACKING (Bulk orders sent C.O.D.) 

New South Wales (continued) 

BYRON AIRWAVES 
Hang Gliding School 

• Lessons & full instruction available. 
• 20 years hang gliding experience with 

training all year round. 

• Learn to fly safely and accurately 
with all skill levels catered for. 

. Phone Brian and Anne on 
066 290354, mobile 014 615950. 

UP & AWAY Paragliding School 
• Restricted Pilot Licence Course 
• Conversion Course for Hang Glider Pilots 
• Intermediate Skills Course 
• Tow Endorsement (PG & HG) 
• Motorised Paraglider Endorsement 
• Tandem Flights 
• Introductory Day 
• Gift Vouchers 
• Guided Flight Tours throughout the 

Country & Overseas 
• Equipment: Suppliers of UP and FREEX 
• All HG & PG Equipment available at our 

new Shop in Stanwell Park 
All the above courses are HGFA approved 

UP & AWAY 
24 Railway Crs, Stanwell Park NSW 2508 

Pascal Ferret Ph: 042 943533, fax: 042 949250 
Danny Scott Ph: 042 943240, mob: 0419 436747 

Shop: 042943880. 

This Classified space 
is available at $1 

per line to Schools. 
To advertise here next 
issue near the updated 

CFllist and club contacts 
map, phone or fax 

Skysailor on 042943732. 
Deadline for June issue is 1 May. 



DON'T FORGET! 
Deadline for the next issue is 1 May 

~ 
•• ""';>~ Private classifieds are free 

~ ;, to memb.ers if the membersh.ip 
, _ .~. ' number IS quoted. Commercial 

rates of $2 per line apply to non-members 
and commercial advertisers. For more 
details, refer to Classifieds order form. 

HANG GLIDERS 
AND EQUIPMENT 

New South Wales 

Blade 141 Race exp int, kevlar LE, light easy 
handling, nice looking glider. Bargain due 
to going o/seas, $1,900 - no offers at this 
price. Also: Danny Scott Twister harness 
suit 5'8-6', $300 as new, chute just profes
sionally repacked, never used - thank God! 
$300. Handheld Phillips P65 2.5 or 5w 
optional, brand new $375 (cost $550). 
Ph: Dave 02 93583314. 

Blade 153 Race adv, batten profile & 
manual, fluoro blue & yellow US, quick 
set up, VGC, $2,200. Ph: 049 682994. 

Blitz 137 int, grey/orange stripe, $995. 16ft 
PDA back-up chute, $125. Ph: 042 942631. 

LD 17:1, sink rate 130 fpm, $2,800. Ph: Ross 
Duncan 049431900. 

Blitz 146 int, GC, $1,200. Ph: 049 521428. 

Danny Scott harness, as new, front entry, 
aluminium sliders, front mounted chute, 
suit 5'8-6'1 , only $450. Ph: 042 943701 . 

Flytec 4030, state of the art flight computer, 
GPS interface, barograph, ASI, software & 
calibration certificate, brand new unit, 
genuine sale, $950. Ph: 0299741629 or 
015649471. 

Harness, pod type, suit 5'-6' pilot, blue with 
rainbow side band, in EC, with Camelbak 
waterbag, $300. Ph: 046 810641. 

Hydraulic tow gauge, $100. Electric rope 
winch & rope, $80. Pod harness & chute 
$150. Uniden UHF handheld, $180. Also: 
Foil 160B Race int, with new wires, $600. 
Afro Cross Country vario, $80. Spares for 
Blitz 152: DT (new) $60, base bar (new) $80, 
Xbartubes $100, oute LE $50. Also offers 
taken for Blitz 152, torn sail, bag, pack up 
equipment. Ph: David Gonsalves 065 412427 
or 019 321864. 

Mars 150 nov, fair cond ., wheels & apron 
harness, $900. Ph: Annette 049425120. 

Moyes Mission 170 nov/int, new bag, 
battens & side wires, suit pilot 70-90kg, 

Bright Star Odyssey 141, rigid wing hang fluoro green LE, rest white, test fly at 

Moyes XT 165 nov/int, fluoro pink LE, pink! 
grey/white US, speed bar, low hrs, GC, 
batten profile, owner's manual, 2,500 ono. 
Ph: 064 587283 (h). 

Rage 157 int, only 25 hrs, 1 yr old, mauve & 
It blue US, green trilam LE, easy to take off 
& land, climbs sensational. Parts & glider 
same as new Moyes MAX, EC, $3,000 ono. 
Also: Sjostrom VA-EX va rio, as new $380. 
Ph: 042943701 or 044 715007. 

Shark 144 exp int, built Dec 96, flown 
carefully by little old lady on weekends (& 

comps), white & pink US with red & black 
Kite Works sponsor logo. Urgent & sad 
sale due to financial impairment of owner, 
bargain at $3,500 ono. Ph: Neva 049292651 . 

Sting 118 nov, 20 hrs airtime, rainbow 
colours, $1,650 ono. Ph: 02 95411579. 

Sting 154 nov/int, VGC, flies sweetly. $2,000. 
Pilot upgrading. Ph: Allan 02 92592782 (w). 

Xtralite 137 exp int, less than 20 hrs, EC, 
white with orange FS, power rib TE, $3,000. 
Also: Moyes Xtreme harness, perfect 
cond., suit 5'10-6' with slim build, black with 
orange pattern, inc!. PA reserve & Flytech 
tow bridle, $1 ,000. 2 RR477 handheld UHF 
CBs, new batt packs, each $300, Borgvelt 
vario, $150. Ph: Giles 02 93537235 (w) or 

02 98751331 (h). 

DT, VGC, $2,500 ono. Ph: Phil 014942634. 

Queensland 

Bullet CG slider harness, black with 
yellow stripe, suit pilot 5'6-5'10, VGC, $250. 
Ph: Steven 0732042995. 

Combat 11152 exp int, $2,000, low hrs 
(approx. 35hrs), VGC. Also: 
Shark 144 exp in!, 28 hrs, as new, 
$3,200 (need money). Ph: 014831792. 

Combat 152C exp int, white LE, red & yellow 
US, approx. 100 hrs, very clean, with batten 
profile, $950. Ph: Charlie 07 55430138. 

Combat 152 exp int, VGC with spare DT, 
spare kingpost, batten profile & manual, 
white LE, purple US, $750. Ph: 07 32901140. 

Icom 40G UHF radio, $280, VGC. 
Ph: 07 54928139. 

Moyes Mission 170 nov, in GC, $1 ,000. 
Ph: Nick 070 532210 (h ), 070313122 (w). 

Moyes XT 165 nov/int, blue LE, green/ 
yellow sail, speed bar, batten profile, 
flown 14 hrs only since new, EC, 2,500 ono. 
Ph: 07 55272370 or 0755272370. 

Sting 154 XC int, with VG cord, low hrs, 
$2,700. Also: Moyes harness, 170-180cm, 

$300. Ph: 070 965593. 

Xtralite 147 exp int, clear mylar, scrim LE, Xtralite 147 exp int, extremely good , ___ ~:::l;~~;r:L~,:c!~~~~~,~~~~~~~a~~a~ ___ !~~~~~_~;~~ ~~ ~: ~~e~~ ~4~ :~:3: ____ ~o~~ ~I~~~~ ~e~I~~ ~~ ~ ~O_h~S~ :p:~e _____ h::~j:~ ~::e_j~ t: ~~a~ :t_H:~ ~ ~:~o:~ ___ ~ _ 
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SKYSAILOR CLASSIFIEDS ORDER FORM 
Private classifieds are free to financial members, providing the membership number is 

quoted. Ads appear for 1 issue only. For non-members and commercial advertisers the 
following rates apply: 
Per standard typeset line (approx. 6 words) 
Per small BNV picture or logo scanned 
Special typesetting 
First few words appear automatically in bold. 
These rates take effect from 1 December 1996. 

$2 (minimum charge $8) 
$10 
$1 per line 

Deadline is the 1st of the month, four weeks prior to the issue in which you want your 
ad to appear. Payment is in advance. 

Classifieds section: 

Hang Gliders 0 NSW 0 SA o Wanted 0 
Paragliders 0 QLD 0 WA o Stolen 0 
Microlights 0 VIC 0 TAS o Lost & Found 0 

ACT 0 NT o Other 0 
Invoicing address (free for current members): 

Name: ________________________________________________ __ 

Membership Number (for private ads only): 

Business name (commerc ia l ads only): 

Address: 

City 

State ____ '-----___________ Postcode ________________________ _ 

Phone 

To appear in the following issues (for commercial ads only): 

June 
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o 
o 

October 0 
December 0 

February 
April 

o 
o 

Instructions for enclosed pictures, logos or special typesetting: 

Classified ad text: 

Skysailor Classifieds MAIl: PO Box 197, Helensburgh, NSW 2508 OR FAX: 042943732 OR EMAIL: skysail@ozemai l. com.au 
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on numerous days, $1 ,100 ono. Also: Latest 
Danny Scott harness su it 5'9-6'1 pilot, $320 
ono. Ph: Andrew Atkinson 079726840. 

Xtralite 147 exp int, power rib, flies 
extremely well, $1 ,100 ono. Also: 
Danny Scott harness, only 2 yrs old, VGC, 
suit 5'9-6'1 , large storage space, has 
camera, radio & drink container pockets, 
$350 ono. Ph: 079 726840. 

Victoria 

Blade Race 153 adv, 30 hrs airtime, never 
bent, looks as new, magenta & black US, 
white TS, with spare DT, reluctant sale, 
$3,500. Ph: Tony 03 59665599 or 018 327129. 

Desire 151 exp int, kevlar LE & TE, white 
TS, blue/lime/white US, clean, tight, low 
hrs, $1,800. Ph: Steve 03 98733473. 

GTR 162 int, in VGC, orange/white, speed 
bar, manual. Not flown in 18 mths. Also: 2 
harnesses, 1 prone suit 6'3 pilot, 1 training 
harness. $800 the lot. Ph: 03 98794073 (h), 
0411 254619 (mob). 

Instruments: Top ofthe range Ball model 
M50, digital altimeter to 27,00Oft, dual range 
va rio, adj. vario damping & adj. audio for lift 
& sink. Barograph with PC interface cable 
& software. Also displays airspeed, 
barometric pressure, air temp. & vario 
averager. Incl. dual rechargeable batteries. 
As new $990. Ph: 03 97621364. 

Moyes GTR 162 WB int, GC, speed bar, 
wheels, profile & manual, $350 obo. Also: 
Foil A 165 int, fair condition, $200 obo, 
Moyes Backpack cocoon harness, 5'6-5'10 
& 20 gore PA chute, $300, will separate. 
Sjostrom vario/altimeter VA-EX, new 
condition,3 hrs use, $350. Ph: 03 57544538. 

Moyes Mission 170 nov, in GC, incl. 
speedbar, small Moyes wheels, spare DT & 

basebar, batten profile, flies great, ideal 1 st 

glider, $1,250. Ph: Andrew 0398904894 (h) 
or 0397909085 (w). 

Moyes XT 165 nov & Exact II pod (around 
5'11, med. bu ild), in EC, 30 hrs flown, bright 
colours, suit beginner, will not separate, 
$2,500. Ph: Andrew Klose 03 95861222 (w), 

0398151176 (h). 

Moyes XT Pro 165 nov/int, red/white/blue/ 
fluoro yellow, 10 hrs airtime, VGC, $2,700. 
Ph: Clayton 03 98774717 or 014 867586. 

Shark 144 exp int, white TS, lilac US, 50 hrs, 
very tidy cond., spare DT, staored inside, 
$3,000 ono. Ph: 11m Osborn 0357747393. 

Tandem Moyes X2, 1 yr old, orange scrim 
LE, white main, orange & mauve US, 
$2,500. Ph: Steve 03 57501174 or 018 57168. 

Xtralite 147 Mylar adv. Definitely no show 
pony, but if you want a cheap long range 
ship, this one's for you! Wing still tight & 

won't flutter even at warp speed, brand 
new flying wires. A bargain priced wing 
going for a never to be repeated price of 
$1 ,150 ono. Ph: 03 98366019 or 0412 096098. 

XT 145 nov/int, in as new cond, low hrs, 
great colours, speed bar, batten profile, 
manual, $2,500. Ph: 03 95718376. 
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XS Easy 155 nov/int, pink/white TS, red/ 
white US, new keel, new side wires & 
luff lines, batten profile & manual, spare 
01, VGC, $1,800. Ph: Gary 06 2942233 (h), 
015 930390 (w). 

South Australia 

Desire 141 exp int, in VGC, batten profile, 
spare DT, $1,000. Can ship to anywhere. 
Ph: Birgit 08 82728686(h), 08 82224980 (w). 

Desire 151 exp int, 100 hrs, VGC, white TS, 
white LE, white/fluoro yellow/croc US, 
$1,500 ono. Ph: Lachlan 0882808212. 

Foill60B int, A 1 condition, excellent 1 st 
high performance glider, low hrs, new side 
wires. Blackhawk Dart harness, as new 
condo with chute, suit 5'4-5'7, Hummingbird 
vario & Sjostrom altimeter in glass pod, 
$850 the lot. Ph: Brian 08 83814036 (hI, 
08 82223524 (w). 

Xtralite 137 Mylar exp int, fluoro green/ 
fluoro orange US, low hrs, main sail 
immac., couple of marks on Scrim LE, 
worth over $2,500. Will deliver for $2,000 
or swap for Mylar 164 Xtralite. Ph: Chris 
0883252624 (h), 08 82966107 (w). 

Tasmania 

Sting 154 nov/int, EC, faired DTs, speed bar, 
wheels, rainbow US, $2,500 ono. Also: near 
new Tracer harness, suit tall pilot; Ball 
altimeter, tow harness, Icom radio, hook 
knife, books, negotiate price. Ph: Marty 
0362321570 (w), 03 62789235 (h). 

Western Australia 

Airborne Shark 144 adv, as new, EC, very 
low hrs, white/fluoro yellow, super bargain. 
Ph: Gary 09 2772024 (h) or 015 381546. 

Foil 165 exp int, still in VGC, low airtime, 
approx. 30 hrs, no crashes, $750 ono. Also: 
cocoon harness with parachute, $200 ono. 

Ph: Chris 097 543284. 

GPS Trimble Flightmate Pro, incl. full GA 

kit, external antenna, carry case, yoke 
mount, etc. Brand new unused cond ., $580. 
Ph: 09 2759877 (w) or 0419 919812. 

Harness Moyes pod, suit 5'-5'10 pilot, EC, 
$500. Also: High Energy parachute, recently 
packed, $450. Tow bridle as new, $75. Ph: 

Shane 094015930. 

XT Pro 165 nov, fully faired, X-act harness, 
suit 5'8-6', parachute High Energy 22 gore 
(24ft), tow bridle, Sjostrom vario, headset & 

switch box. All in EC, hardly used since 
new, $4,800. Ph: Graham Sunderland 018 
952292 or 09 4501836. 

--- PARAGLIDERS 
Please note: All paragliders 
offered for sale must state their 

certification standard, otherwise they will 
be labelled with 'No Certification 
Information Supplied (NCIS),. 

New South Wales 

Edel Apollo 24 DHV2, suit total weight 70-
95kg, with harness, GC, $800. Ph: Forrest 
0294502674. 

Firebird Navajo 27 lOA, 1 B, 1 C, int/adv, 
EC, 50 hrs airtime, still crisp, ideal first XC 
canopy, $900. Ph: Richard 019 656296. 

lTV Merak 31m2 Standard, all up weight 
range 95-11 Okg, performance & safety with 
this wing. Winner Corryong Cup & Andrew 
Kemp flew it to a 125km goal at the Birchip 
Flatlands & also placed 2nd in a cross 
headwind task, flying 48km & beating all 
the comp gliders. His comment on the 
Merak: "It's safe, comfortable, yet with 
enough performance to fly really big 
distances." Be quick, only 34 hrs & $2,800. 
Ph: Elgar 064 941938. 

Paratech P21 NCIS, less than 10 hrs, incl. 
harness, like new, $2,900. Ph: 0298733375. 

Reggae 27 NCIS, with harness, 1 hr airtime, 

excellent begiriners glider, pilot weight 65-
90kg. Quick sale required, $3,000. Ph: Brett 
0298225659. 

Swing Axis 1126 11 A,l C, EC, pink/purple 
top, white bottom, clean & crispy. Speed 
system & trimmers, no porosity or tea rs. 
Very good int. canopy with good XC perf., 
$1,000. Ph: Suzy 042 943732. 

Queensland 

APCO Spectra 30 llA,l B, 80-100kg, 50 hrs, 
plus APCO harness, GC, $2,500. 
APCO Futura 28 o HV2/Perf, 75-90kg, as 
new, best on market, only $3,800. 
Apache II Tandem DHV2, 120-200kg, 
41 km/h speed, yrs of use left, $1,600. 
Edel Rainbow L NCIS, 75-95kg, comp lines 
& trimmers, Simon Nighy's own, only $1,000. 

Edel Space 2712A, 75-90kg, GC, $1 ,800. 
Secura harness & back protection plus 
36m2 reserve, GC, $850. For all above ph: 
Jean-Luc 0418754157. 

European yachtie has following for sale 
due to move to gliding: Nova Phantom 27m2 
NCIS, '91, modified brakes, green, $1 ,000. 
Nova Sphinx 27m2 NCIS, '94, pink/purple/ 

yellow, $1,500. Also: Firebird harness with 
Metamorfosi pulled apex emergency (max. 
120kg), $850, Pretel V3 vario/altimeter, $250. 
Ph: Peter or Sam 014 989122 (7-9 pm only). 

Victoria 

Edel Super Space II, current model DHV2, 
55-80kg pilot weight, less than 5 hrs airtime, 
97-style fittings & carry bag, $2,600. Ph: 

03 95097773. 

Nova Sphinx 29m2 11A,lC, high perf. wing, 
pilot weight 80-11 Okg, 80 hrs airtime, white 
with pink cell walls, EC, $1 ,000. Ph: 
0397161789 (h) or 018554872. 

Paratech P50 27m2 12A, 0 HV2, easy to 

launch & fly int. canopy, in EC with less 
than 20 hrs, $2,100. Ph: lIIo 03 59622272 
(Healesville). 

Pro Design Contest 26nf 'Competition', 
excellent performance & safety record, 
only 40 hrs airtime, in EC, weight range 

75-95 kg all up, $2,500. Also: Uvex full face 
helmet (L), built in Icom HS-51 headset, in 
EC, $250. Ph: Bruce 0394312212 (h), 
03 94903111 (w). 

Swing Axis II 29m2 NCIS, trimmers or 
speed system risers, 12 hrs as new. 
Airbulle back protection harness with 2nd 
Chantz reserve & air rocket deployment 
system. UHF radio, Piccolo 1 vario & 

helmet headset, suit nov-int pilot, weight 
range 70-90kg, $3,400. Ph: Martin 018 
378367 or 0394824548. 

South Australia 

Nova Phocus 29 DHV2, 12A, white/pink, 
plus Charly harness with SystX backplate 
& Mayday 18 reserve, 60 hrs, $3,500 ono. 
Ph: Lachlan 08 82808212. 

__ TRIKES 

~'11 Please note: All powered hang 
... gliders (trikes) offered for sale 
must state their registration number, 
otherwise they cannot be accepted 
for publication. 

New South Wales 

Airborne Buzzard Arrow 2 Tl -2025, with 503 
air cooled Rotax, 2 blade prop, red/white/blue 
wing, blue pod, ASI, Alt, hr meter, compass, 
ballistic chute, always hangared, $6,000 
ono. Ph: 049326356. 

Airborne Edge 582 T2-2636, immac. cond., 
250 hrs, 582 C-type, in-flight trim, Icom A20 
radio, Aerial Pursuits intercom, 2 helmets, 
remote aerial, full set of covers, trailer, 

$15,800. Ph: 066 425063. 

Airborne Edge 582 LC T2-2626, 200 hrs, 
full instr., EC, trailer & covers incl. 
Always hangared, good flyer, $13,000. 
Ph: 069 723946. 

Airborne Edge T2-2556, immac. condition, 
125 hrs, full instr., radio, helmets, intercom, 
full covers, trailer, hangared, $15,000. 
Ph: 069472557. 

Airborne Edge Executive T2-2659, full spec~ 

incl. dual EGT, quiet kit, electr. start & 

inflight trim adj., 85 hrs, mint cond ., suit 
. new buyer, $18,500 ono. Ph: Andrew 
049422874 or 018685215. 

Airborne Edge Executive T2-2699, only 15 
hrs new. All extras, no expense was spared 
in setting up this aircraft, showroom cond., 
save $l,OOOs. Owner will be working o/seas 
for 2 yrs. Reasonable offers, training 
available. Ph: Luke 02 98734770. 

2 Airborne Edges T2-2613 & T2-2614. 
'Owned by friends, both trikes have been 
fastidiously maintained, full maintenance & 

flight logs in O.lhr increments. You can be 
sure you're buying a safe trike with a known 
history. Both have low hrs, instruments, full 
covers, IVO props. Other extras available. 
Training can be provided if required. 
Choose one or both for $10,900 ono each. 
Ph: Kevin 0299504248 (wI, 02 94134097. 

Airborne Trike Tl-2085, Rotax 447 air • 
cooled, 150 hrs, log available & just been 
overhauled, Rotax service sheets available. 



Agent found to be in EC. Set up & always 
hangared. Great trike at a cheap price 

$4,850. Ph: Microlight Flying & Training 
Centre, Wagga, 069 217397 or 018693640. 

Edge 582 T2-2519, 230 hrs, full instr., Ivo 

prop, trailers & covers incl. Always 

hangared, $12,000. Ph: 067 232833. 

Quantum 02 Sport T2-2736. Full instr. incl. 

dual EGT & VSI, 503 electric start & Arplast 

prop, Icom VHF radio & headsets, wing 

covers & trike covers, 170 hrs, $22,500. 

Training & custom trailer optional. 
Ph: Microlight Flying & Training Centre, 

Wagga, 069 217397 or 018693640. 

Skylink trike T2-2557, 145 hrs, full instr., 

ASI, VSI, Alt., fuel pressure gauge, RPM, 

Temp. & compass. 3 blade adj. Ivo prop, 

wing covers, large windscreen, VHF Icom 

radio, 2 Comunica helmets with intercom, 

manuals, logs, etc. Priced to sell $6,000. 

Ph: 06 2261441 (hO, 06 2302422 (w). 

Trike 582 Rotax T2-2675, full instr. incl. VSI, 

TI 35 hrs, full set covers, galv. custom 
trailer with wing racks. Electr. start, quiet 

kit, strobe, aqua in colour, real eye catcher. 

Suit new trike buyer. Replacement cost 

$27,000, sell for $19,000. Urgent genuine 

sale. Ph: Peter 042 331936 (h), 042741382 (w). 

Queensland 

Trike Tl-2073, Buzzard base, 532 electr. 

start, latest model Edge wing, double 

sleeved main mast, full instr., ASI Alto Baro 

EGT, volt, water temp, tacho, Hr meter, 

compass, padded dash, VHF aerial fitted, 

electr. & vac. fuel pumps, soft sides, wheel 

pants, rear brakes, extra fuel tank, 

lambswool seat, Aerial Pursuit helmet & 
head set with PTI button. Custom built 

trailer with small winch at the front, EC 

$9,000 ono. Ph: 073 2000882 anytime. 

. Wanted: Quantum, Quasar or Edge Exec, 

$12,000 - $16,000, Ph: 079 467828. 

Victoria ' 

Arrow trike 10-1050 AU F Rego, 95.10, 447 

Rotax, just had $3,000 spend on wing mod's 

& reco motor. 139 hrs in EC, back up chute, 

$5,400. Ph: 018 574068. 

Edge 503 Executive T2-2902, electr. start, 

150 hrs, has many extras, $15,900. 
Ph: 018 574068. 

Edge 582 T2-2685, 260 hrs, this trike has 

everything you need is the weather. $$$ 
call! Ph: 018 574068. 

Edge 582 T2-2542, full inst., electric start, 

EGT, pod cover, engine primer kit, 329 hrs 

TI, engine rebuild at 289 hrs, $13,500 ono 
Ph: 03 98016404. 

Pegasus Quantum 462 T2-2783, white LE & 

main, red & grey US, red pod, 165 hrs, 

hangared, $20,000 with full lessons to pilot 
certificate. Ph: Steve 03 57501174 or 
01857168. 

Quantum 462 T2-2766, TI 65hrs, Reg 6/97, 
full instruments, log & maintenance 

books. Very smart, condition A 1, $19,900. 
Ph: Don 0419421257. 

Airborne Arrow 2, Reg No 95/101050, 

Rotax 447, TI 138 hrs, red pod, blue/white 

wings, all in VGC. Always dismantled & 
garaged when not flying. TOP approved, 

Certificate issued. Will deliver in NSW, 
$5,000 ono. Ph: 06 2724860 (w), 06 2489485 (h). 

South Australia 

Airborne Edge T2-2622, 95:32, C-type gear 

box, Rotax 582, full instr., quiet kit, training 

bars, intercom, VGC, always hangared, 

black pod, white & green wing, $15,000 

ono. Ph: 08 85763493 or 015 601129. 

Pegasus XLR T2-2585, Rotax 482 high power, 

230 hrs, full covers & log books, always 

hangar~d, EC, $10,500. Ph: 0411174629. 

Rotax 582 motors, suitable for wrecking. 

Ph: 08 87689048 or send details to K. Carter, 

Bag 59, Kingston SA 5275. 

Northern Territory 

Edge Executive 582 T2-2744, 265 hrs, full 

Exec. equipment, incl. prop guard, EGTs, 

quiet kit, electr. start, in EC, incl. latest Icom 

ICA22EVHF radio, owner moving o/seas, 

$15,500 ono. Ph: John 0419 529767. 

'Wanted 

Probe hang glider, sail must be in good 

condition. Ph: Dom 063 640236 (NSW). 

Sjostrom vario in VGC. Also: Wall charger 
for GME and Icom 40G radios. Ph: 07 54928139. 

Quantum, Quasar or Edge Executive, 
$12,000 - $16,000, Ph: 079 467828. 

Lost/Stolen 

XC Sting 154 black/green US, white upper 

with black stuck on footprints, mylar LE, 

folding speed bar. Went missing at Hines 

Hill, WA. Ph: Phil Clack 093672906 or 

Airsports 09 3816053 or 018917537. 

Found 

Vario found at Shelley's Beach, Albany, 

WA over Xmas. Ph: Peter 09 2275751 (h) or 

09 4268503 (w). 

Real Estate 

5 acre bush block outside Robertson 
abuts lIIawarra Escarpment, road & 
electricity adjoining site, heavily timbered, 
private, 2 hrs Canberra, 90 mins central 

Sydney, $99,500. Fax: Miriam Margolyes 
on 0011 31 206230950. 

Other 

Farm Hang Gliding at Dudinin, WA. 

Available at any time of the week for parties 

& families. Good facilities for up to 9 with 

plenty of room for campers or caravans. 
Close to shops & beverages, tow endorse

ment & radio are essential. No pets. 

Bookings: 098890032 between 6 & 8.30pm. 

7he COU 
We are all dependent on good relations 
the land we fly on. Here are some guidelines to ensure 
and other pilots will be able to continue to fly. @ 

ALWAYS CHECK with local pilots before flying at new sites. 
ALWAYS ask permission to fly unless you are absolutely cef1tain 

that the owner allows use of the site without asking. 
CHECK AGAIN at Springtime as most farms have pregnant and 

newborn stock that can easily be frightened and injured. 
DO NOT show displeasure or abuse an owner if permission is 

refused. This could hamper getting permission in the future. 
ALWAYS GET PERMISSION to take a vehicle onto a property. 

Ensure that vehicles without gliders are not taken onto the 
property. Put all gliders on one car rather than have a convoy 
crossing the property. If stock is near, drive slowly. 

LEAVE GATES as you find them, gates may be closed to keep 
stock in or open to allow stock to feed. Ensure that all pilots 
and drivers understand. 

~SIE STILES and gates where ever possible, if you must cross 
a fence, cross at a post or strainer post. 

~V810 hay standing or cut unless permission has been given 
to cross it. 
ID landing ifl. paddocks containing crops or stock. 

move off crops to avoid damage. 
'" '".' '' "hU' FIRES at any time. 

during fire risk times. 
li}&lGS 0J)to any farm or property. 

. achinery, move around it. 

The glider with right of way shall maintain course and speed, according to the following rules. 
It is the responsibility of all pilots at all times to take all possible measures to avoid collision. 

HEAD ON: 
When two gliders 
are approaching 
each other head 
on,or 
approximately so, 
each pilot shall 
tum right. 

~ 
J 

i 
OVERTAKING: ~ 
The overtaking ~ 
pilot shall keep 
well clear of the J 
glider they are ~ 
overtaking by '" I 
passing on the / '" 
right side. 

~ 

OVERTAKING, ON i 
THE RIDGE: 
The pilot who is 

HEADON,ON 
THE RIDGE: 
Pilot with the 
ridge on their 
right has right of 
way (and may 
stay closest to 
the ridge). 

overtaking shall pass ~ 
between the other ~ 
glider and the ridge. 
This is so that the J 
glider being ~ 
overtaken does not '" I 
tum into the passing '" 
glider. (When ridge / 
soaring, turns are ~ 
normally done away 
from the ridge.) ~ 

CO 
<D 

~': " -------

co~ 'wo ,Hdo~ = 0"",",,;0, '" =~ ____ ~:c.----- -

at approximately the same altitude, the pilot which 
has the other on their right shall gi ve way. 

LANDING: The lower glider has the right of way, 
but should Dot cut in front of another glider which 
is on final approach. 
If a pilot is aware that another glider is making an 
emergency landing, they should gi ve way to if it is 
possible to do so safely. 

THERMALLING: 
The first glider in decides 
which direction to circle and 
all others must follow the same direction. 
OVERTAKING WHILE CLIMBING: The lower 
glider has right of way. The top glider must let the 
lower glider through as the lower glider can not see 
clearly above. This also applies when ridge soaring. 
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.... ~ .. e..;.. All correspondence, including 
'/i . ~ " \q (!;.:j ch~nges of address, member-

' ~~ ship 
renewals, short term 

memberships, rating forms and other 
administrative matters should be sent to: 

Hang Gliding Federation of Australia 

Executive Director: Ian Jarman 
PO Box 558, Tumut NSW 2720, 
Ph: 069 472888, Fax: 069 474328. 

President: Rohan Grant 
Ph: 03 62337638 (w), 03 62311112 (h), Fax: 
0362333311, Rohan.Grant@c cd.tas.gov.au 

Operations Manager: Craig Worth 
Ph/Fax: 065 592713, Mobile: 018 657419, 
hgfaops@midcoast.com.au 

Vice-President: Robert Woodward 
38 Addison Rd, Black Forest SA 5035, 
Ph: 08 2325405 (w), 08 2977532 (h), 

Fax: 08 2237345. 

Secretary: Shaun Keane 
PO Box 8 1, Lyons ACT 2606, 
Ph/Fax: 062998792 (h), 018 697820 (w). 

Treasurer: Jenny Ganderton 
61 Patterson St, Forbes NSW 2871, 
Ph: 068 521455 (w), 068 514148 (h). 

Board Members 
Lee Scott 
High Adventure Airpark, Pacific Hwy, 
Johns River NSW 2443, Ph/Fax: 065 565265. 

Michael Zupanc 
Lot 2 Pimpama Rd, Jacobs Well QLD 4208, 
Ph: 0755 462412 (h), 018 662328, 
zupy@ozemail.com.au 

Rachael Bain 
11 /100 Chewing St, Page ACT 2614, 
Ph: 06 2806033 (w), 06 2548834 (h), 

Fax: 06 2807074. 

Rohan Holtkamp 
RMB 236B Western Hwy, Trawalla VIC 
3373, Ph/Fax: 053 492845. 

Keith Lush 
5 Fortune St, South Perth WA 6151, Ph: 09 
3679066 (w), 09 3673479 (h), Fax: 09 4741202. 

Microlight Public Relations contact: 
Paul Haines 
Ph/fax/tam 042 941031. 

Safety & Operations Committee, Pilot 
Development & Training Committee contact: 
HGFA Operations Manager. 

For information about site ratings, sites and 
other local matters, contact the appropriate 
state associations region or club. 

States & Regions 

NSWHGA 
Sec: Steve Hocking, 19 Gladswood Gdns, 
Double Bay NSW 2028. Ph/Fax: 02 
93274025, email: nswhga@s054.aone.net.au 

Southern Region NSW 
1 B Park Ave, Tahmoor NSW 2573; 
Pres: J ames Nathaniel, (046) 810641 . 

Northern NSW Region 
Pres: Dane Snelling, 02 99384420 (w), 
0299799069 (h); Sec: Ian Duncan, 
029189962; Trs: Glenn Salmon, 02 9180091 . 
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ACTHGA 
PO Box 3496, Manuka ACT 2603; 
Pres: Peter Blackwell; Se c: Mark Sullivan; 
Trs: Stephen Young; SSO: Peter Dall, 
0626841 39 (w), 06 2813746 (h) . 

North Queensland 
12 Van Eldik Ave, Andergrove QLD 4740; 
Pres: Gerry Gerus, Ph: 019 617935, 
Ph/Fax: 070 34145; Sec/Trs: Ron Huxhagen, 
Ph: 079 552913, Fax: 079 555133 

HGAWA 
PO Box 82, South Perth WAS 6151 ; Pres: 
Gary Bennett, 09 3804357; Vice-Pres: Julian 
McPherson, 09 2279266; Trs: Dave Hegney, 
092917489; Sec: Michael Derry, 09 3415271 ; 
RAPAC Rep: Stewart McPherson, 
093675884 or 0419 919400; PG Rep: Evan 
Williams, 09 4585454 (h); Trike Rep: Graham 
McDonald, 09 4186461 (w), 09 3649226 (h). 

VicHGPA 
PO Box 400, Prahran VIC 3181 ; 
Pres: Jeremy Torr 0397705770 (w); 
Sec: Megan, 053 338423 (w). 

TasHGA 
PO Box 543, Mowbray TAS 7248; 
Sec: Steve Drinkald, 003 26732711. 

SAHGA 
1 Sturt St, Adelaide SA 5000; Ph: 08 84101391, 
Fax: 08 82117115. Pres: Jonathan Foote, 
0882813144; Sec: Stu McClure, 0882973452; 
Trs: Gary Stockton, 08 83772535. 

Clubs 

NEW SOUTH WALES 
Byron Bay Hang Gliding Club Inc 
Pres: Brian Rushton, 066 290354; Sec: Chris 
Gavaghan, 066 882213; SSO: Brian Rushton, 
066 290354, 014615950; Meetings: 1 st 
Wed/month,7 pm Bangalow Bowling Club. 

Central Coast Hang Gliding Club 
Pres: Russell Skillen, 018 404254; 
Sec: Mark Steele, 043321277; Trs: Mick 
Hoipo, 043 282871; SSO: Ian Duffy 
018439612; Meetings: 2nd Wed/month, 
The Entrance RSL Club 7.30 pm. 

Central West Hang Gliding Club 
Pres: Len Paton, 068 537220; 

Sec: Jenny Ganderton 068 514148; 
Trs: Mark Madden, 063 622927. 

Great Lakes Hang Gliding Club Inc 
Pres: Jim Parsons, 065 554077; Sec: Steve 
Tinson, 065 545700 (w), 065 558091 (h). 

lIIawarra Hang Gliding Club Inc 
Pres: George Barrie, 042855567; Sec: 
Warwick Kelly, 042 261707; SSO: James 
Nathaniel, 046 810641 ; Meetings: 1st 
Wed/month, Mountain Top Cafe, Mt Keira . 

Kosciusko Alpine Paragliding Club 
Pres: RogerLilford, 06 2815404 (h); Sec: 
Lisa Ryrie, 06 2359120 or 06 2359060; SSO: 
Heinz Gloor, 064 576019 (w), 064 567171 (h). 

Lower Blue Mountains HG Club Inc 
Pres: Graeme Garlick, 02 96286245; Sec: Alan 
Bond, 0298995351 , 9 Finchley PI, Glenhaven 
NSW 2353; SSO: David Middleton, 02 96236961 . 
Meetings: LastTue/month, Sportsman 
Hotel, Kildare Rd, Blacktown, 7.30pm. 

Manilla SkySaiiors Club Inc 
Pres: Brian Shepherd, 067 852182; 

Sec/Trs: Felix Burkhard, 067 752395,. 
http://gri.une.edu.au/mss; SSO (HG): 
Patrick Lenders, 067 783484; SSO (PG): 
Godfrey Wenness, 067856545. 

Mid North Coast Hang Gliding Association 
Pres: Paul Haze lgrove, 018 657366; 

. Sec/SSO: Lee Scott, 065 565265; 
Ben Leonard, 065 821966. 

Mudgee District Sport Aviation Club Inc 
Sec: Darryl Ashlin, 063 742536; 
SSO: Bruce Barcham, 063 742092. 

Newcastle Hang Gliding Club 
Pres: Peter Ebeling 049 585193; 
Sec: Michael Bristow, 049524856; 
Trs: Billo 049 438996; PG Rep: Ian 
Ladyman, 049 448946; SSO: Ross 
Duncan, 049 431900; Meetings: Last 
Wed/month, Souths Leagues Club. 

Northern Beaches Hang Gliding Club Inc 
Pres: John Clark, 02 99972842 (h); Sec: 
Mike Warner, 02 94521217 (h), 0295573188 
(w); SSO (PG): Mike Eggleton, 02 94517127; 
SSO (HG+PG): Forrest Park, 02 94502674; 
SSO (HG): Glenn Salmon, 02 99180091 . 

Stanwell Park Hang Gliding Club 
PO Box 258, Helensburgh NSW 2508; 
Pres: Geoff Robertson; Sec: Gavin H~nlon; 
Trs: Karen Lederer, 042942273 or 0411 
362273SS0 : Pascal Ferret, 042 943533. 

Sydney Hang Gliding Club 
Pres: Dick Heffer, 02 93872613; Sec: John 
Trude, 02 98873371; Trs: Greg Wilson, 
0298184704; PR: Mark Hellier, 02 93515475; 
Meetings: 2nd Mon/month, Moyes Factory 
Loft, 173 Bronte Rd, Waverley. 

Sydney Paragliding Club 
Pres: Deidre Skillen, 02 97275087 (h); 
Vice-Pres: Rob Schroettner, 042 674499 (h), 
015926581 (mob); Sec: Ashley Bennett 
0298718081 (h), 018 111399 (w); Trs: Roger 
Montgomery, 02 99083459 (h), 02 92203199 
(w); SSO: Mark Mitsos, 042 949065, 
Meetings: 2nd Mon/month. 

QUEENSLAND 
Cairns Hang Gliding Club 
Pres: Russell Krantz, 070 541085; Vice-Pres: 
Nev Akers, 070 512438; Sec: Kasanda 
Brease; Trs: Lance Keogh. 

Capricorn Skyriders Club In~ 
Pres: Brian Hampson, 079 226527; . 
Sec: Geoff Craig, 079 923137; 

Brian Smith 079287958. 

Canungra Hang Gliding Club Inc 
Pres: Phil Hystek, 07 55437237; 
Vice-Pres: Peter Beard, 07 33487150; 
Sec: Mark Plenderleith, 07 32786274; 
Trs: Yves Collins, 07 33487150; 
SSO: Ken Hill, 0755435631. 

Conondale XC Fliers Club Inc 
13 Cottman St, Buderim QLD 4556, 
Fax: 07 54451897. 

Gladstone Hang Gliding Club 
4 Ca irncross St, Gladstone QLO 4690; 
Trs: Pat Purcell, 079 793414; 
Sec: Sandy Gemmell, 079 750232; 
PR: Hans Respondek, 079 721203. 

Sunshine Coast Hang Gliding Club 
53 Yunga r St, Coolum QLD 4573; Pres: 
Michael Powell, 07 54742249 or 018166320; 
Vice-Pres: Mal Price, 07 54480038; 
Sec/Trs: Cathy Edmunds, 07 54463421 ; 
SSO: Dave Cookman, 07 54498573. 

Townsville Hang Gliding Association Inc 
Pres: Gary Rogers, 077 538565 (w), 
077 79264511 (h); Vice-Pres: Peter Scarfe, 
077 721766 (w), 077 212666,(h); Sec/Trs: 
Brad Cooper, 077 792853 (h), fax 077 815230; 

SSO: Graeme Etherton, 077 724467. 

Whitsundays Hang Gliding Club 
Pres: Wayne Smith, 079 513392; Sec/Trs: 
Ron Huxhagen, 079 552913, Fax: 079 555122. 

ACT 
Canberra Sports Aviation Club Inc 
Pres: Allan Taylor, 06 2886311 ; 
Sec: Robert Burns, 06 2591181 ; 
Meetings: 1 st Tue/month, The George 
Harcourt Inn, Gold Creek Rd Gungahlin 8 pm. 

VICTORIA 
Eastern Hang Gliding Club 
Pres: John Carter, 03 7285203 (h); 
Sec: Glenn Sheppard, 03 97267995; 
SSO: Harry Summons, 059 646055 (h), 
Lance Sheppard 059 623570 (h); Member 
Co-ord: Brian Lane 03 98781358; Meetings: 
3rd Wed/month, Montrose Town Centre 
Meeting Room, cnr Swansea Rd & Mt 
Dandenong Tourist Rd, Montrose. 

North East Victoria Hang Gliding Club Inc 
Pres/SSO: Geoff White, 03 57501244, 018 
052793; Sec: Karl Texler, 03 57501733; 
Trs: David Romeril 03 57562216; Meetings: 
1st Sat/month, Alpine Hotel, Bright, 7.30pm. 

Southern Hang Gliding Club 
Pres: Mike Slape, 03 5438331 (h); 
Meetings: lstTue/month, Anchor & Hope 
Hotel, 481 Church St, Richmond. 

Sky High Paragliding Club 
Pres: Bruce Bremner, 03 9596 2771 (h); 
Vice-Pres: Phil Taylor, 03 9531 4842 (h) or 
015354187 Sec: David M,ills, 0411513404 (h); 
Meetings: 1 st Wed/month, Grapevine 
Hotel, 59 Wellington St, Collingwood, 8pm. 

Southern Cross Paragliding Inc 
Pres: Craig Martinson, 03 95928382 (h); 
Vice-Pres: Andy Abbott, 0419 897005; 
Sec: Nic Matthews, 03 95928382 (h) or 
018450626; Trs: Greg Long, 03 98221984 (h); 
Meetings: Last Wed/month. 

The Dynasoarers Hang Gliding Club 
Pres: Ted Remeika , 015 841107; 
Sec: Tony Hughes, 03 52612415 (h); 
Trs: Geoff Coombes, 03 52298578 (h); 
SSO: Rob Van Der Klooster, 03 52223019 (h); 
PR: Warwick Spratt, 03 52531096. 
Meetings: 1 st Fri/month, Anglesea Hotel, 

Great Ocean Rd, Anglesea. 

Western Victorian Hang Gliding Club 
Pres: Phillip Campbell, 053 428569; 
Vice-Pres: Tony Lowry, 053356194; 
Trs: Sandra Holtkamp, 053 492845; 
Sec: Meg Bailey, 053 492845; SSO: Rohan 
Holtkamp, 053 492845; Meetings: Last 
Sat/month, The Golden Age Hotel Beaufort. 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
Avon Valley Hang Gliding Club 
Pres: David Drabble, 09 3071816, Vice-Pres: 
Rob Stevenson 09 3647872; Sec: Stephen Hoeffs, 
09 5275782; Trs: Michael Derry, 09 3415271. 

Cloud Base Paragliding Club Inc 
Pres: Evan Williams, 09 4585454; 
Sec: Julian McPherson, 09 2279266; 
Meetings: 1 st Wed/month, Boulevard Ale 
House East Vic Park. 

Dalwallinu Hang Gliding Club 
Pres: Gary Bennett, 09 3804357; 
Sec: Anna Munt, 09 3772021 . 

Geraldton & Midwest Hang Gliding Club 
Pres: Debbie Maher, PO Box 3359, 

Bluff Point, Geraldton WA 6531. 

The Great Sandy Desert Hang Gliding Club 
Pres: Ian Sallie, 091 798487 (h); 
Sec: Joe Langford, 091 798655 (h). 



PARAGLIDERS: 

HANG GLIDERS: 

TRIKES: 

ACCESSORIES: 

HIGH ADVENTURE 
SUMMER CLEARANCE 
Sale 

Edel Orion 27 approximately 50 hours 

Airwave Alto 30 approximately 25 hours 

Airwave Alto 27 like new 

Harmonies Medium to Large, New! 

Quantum Small 23 like new 

Quantum Medium low hours 

Sting 1 54 Mylar LE 5 hours only 

XT 165 excellent condition 

XC Sting very good 

Aero 170 
Aero 170 

Edge Executive with the works 1 90 hours 

Edge standard 28 hours fully rebuilt 

Edge wing only 30 hours airtime 

Priced to sell at 

D Scott Racer harness brand new 

Ball Vario 651 
Moyes Xact II harness with parachute 

Suit 5'5-5'8 pilot 

$1,700.00 
$3,200.00 
$3,700.00 
$3,850 each 
$3,100.00 
$2,800.00 

$3,100.00 
$2,600.00 
$2,800.00 
$1,400.00 
$1,300.00 

$15,5000no 
$9,5000no 

$4,0000no 

$800.00 
$380.00 

$480.00 

Free Test flights available with all flight equipment 

Call or fax Lee Scott NOW! on 065 565265 

Australia's Leading & Largest 
LitJMA~ 7~ e~ 

* Austral ian Flight Tours * Paragliding * Hang Gliding * Microl ites * Adventure Farm Holidays 

Pacific Hwy, Johns River 2443 Phone/Fax: (065) 565 265 Mobile: 018 652 582 
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